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OF  THE 

PROGRESS  OF  BOTANY, 

I N E N G L A N D. 

CHAP.  27. 

'Earliefl  notices  of  botany  in  Scotland — Alan  Ogil- 
by — Dr.  Cargill ; the  correfpondent  ij/'Bauhinc 
and  Lobel — "The  Balfours — Sibbald,  Anecdotes 
of — His  Prodromus  HiHorias  Naturalis  Scotian 
— Cor-meille — Hiftory  of  Fife  and  Kinrofs — 
His  other  writings. 

Wallace  — Prefton  — Alfton,  Memoirs  of — Index 
OfHcinailum  — Tirocinium  — Adverfe  to  the 
L-innasan fyftem — Materia  Medica. 

S I B B A L D. 

IT  was  late  before  natural  hiflory  arofe  in 
Scotland.  The  ftory  of  a king  yofma^ 
who  is  chronicled  to  have  lived  more  than 
150  years  before  the  Chriftian  a?ra,  having  . 
written  a book  De  Virtbus  Herbaruniy  is 
not  worth  a comment.  Fingal  is  faid  to 
VoL.  II.  B have 
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have  been  well  acquainted  with  the  virtues 
of  herbs  : and  T’emory  healed  the  wounds 
of  his  countrymen,  by  his  Ikill  in  vulnerary 
vegetables. 

Alan  Ogilby,  who  flourifhed  about 
1471,  a native  of  Scotland ^ after  having  tra- 
velled through  the  eaft,  and  reiided  fome 
time  at  Conjiantinopky  fixed  at  Venice.  J5e- 
fides  his  eminent  acquaintance  with  the 
Oriental  languages,  he  is  celebrated  for  his 
knowledge  of  natural  hiftoty.  He  left  a 
hook  De  Balneis,  and  fix  books  De  Virtnti^ 
6us  Herbarum. 

Of  Dr.  James  Cargill,  , of  Aberdeen^ 
I can  produce  no  material  anecdotes,  al- 
though he  merits  particular  remembrance ; 
fince  it  is  manifefi,  from  the  nature  of  his 
communications  to  his  friends,  both  on  the 
continent,  and  at  horne,  that  he  muft  have 
been  extremely  well  acquainted  with  the  bo- 
tany of  the  age.  There  is  fufficient  evidence 
that  he  had  ftudied  botany  and  anatomy  at 
BaJiU  during  the  time  that  Cajpar  Bauhine 
held  the  profefforfiiip  in  thofe  fciences,  for 
whom  a chair  was  firft  eredled  in  that  city. 
In  1589.  This  celebrated  profeflbr  enu- 
merates Dr.  Cargill  among  thofe  who 

tranfmitted 


Bibbald.  ^ 

tranftnitted  feeds  and  fpecimens  to  him, 
Gksner  records  the  fame  fer vices  on  his 
part.  At  home,  Lobel,  in  his  Adver^ 
fariad*  acknowledges  the  like  communica- 
tions,- and  repeatedly  fpeaks  of  him  in  very 
refpedtable  terms^  as  a philofopher,  and  as 
well  {killed  in  the  fciences  of  botany  and 
anatomy.  He  appears  to  have  been  living 
in  the  year  1603  ; at  which  time  he  fent  to 
Idafpar  BauMine  fpecimetis  of  the  Fucus 
digit  at  us  ^ with  the  defcription,  which  is  feen 
in  the  Prodro?7tus''  of  that  author.  I know 
hot  of  any  publication  from  Dr.CAROiLLj 
neither  am  I acquainted  with  any  fuccefsful 
efforts  in  the  way  of  natural  hlflory,  before 
the  time  of  the  Balfours. 

The  founding  of  the  Botanical  Garden 
and  the  Mufeiim  at  Edinbtrrgh,  by  Sir 
drew  Balfour,  may  be  conlldered  as  the 
introdudtion  of  natural  hiftory  into  Scot- 
land,  Robert  Sibbald,  the  friend  and 
colleague  of  Sir  Andrei  Balfour,  and 
who  himfelf  added  to  the  ftores  of  the  Mu- 
feum^  has  written  Memoria  Balfourianad' 
purpofely  to  commemorate  the  liberal  be- 
nefailions  and  encouragements  given  to 
B 2 literature. 
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literafere,  hj  Sir  ya€9i  and  Sir  Andrew 

B’AiLFoajR, 

The  Garden  wqs  eilabliilied  about  the 
year  1680  ? and,  in  1683,  was  fo  fuccefl^ 
folly  cultivated ' hj  James  Sutherland, 
the  inteiidant,  that  it  is  faid  to  have  con- 
tained 300a  fpecies  of  plants,  difpofed  ac- 
cording to  Morison’s  method.  An  ac- 
count of  it  was  pubiiHied  under  the  title 
of  Hortus  Medicus  Edinburgen- 
SIS;  or,  a Catalogue  of  the  Plants  in  the 
Phyilc  Garden  at  Edmhirgb^  containing 
their  moft  proper  Eat  in  and  Englijh' 
names.*'  By  James  Sutherland.  8®. 
pp.  367*  Varieties,  however,  occupy  a 
large  fhare  of  this  Catalogue,  and  very  few 
of  the  native  plants  of  Scotla?id  are  found 
in  It.  It  was  to  Sir  Robert  Sibbald  that 
the  firfl  attempts  towards  indigenous  bo- 
tany were  owing. 

Robert  Sibbald  was  a fellow  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians  lat  Edinburgh^  and 
the  firft  medical  profeflbr  inftituted  in  that 
univerfity,  about  the  year  1685.  He  was 
knighted  by  Charles  II.  and  had  alfo  the 
title  of  king’s  phyfician  and  geographer 
§ royal 
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royal  conferc^d  upon  aud  wm  z mmi 
of  retry  con&dersbls  aod  vaiji€i£$  isaming’. 
To  the  kBOwfedge  of  bis  pjofefli'On,  he 
added  ib^t  of  mturzl  bi&orj^  and  aodgoi-- 
ties.  He  was,  if  iiat  llie  J5iS,  among  the 
caxlief!  5 wh©  wrote  on  the  aotiqnifies  ©f  Ms 
CGuntsji  on  -whicb  be  poMiUjed  feend 
learned  to  illuSrate,  more  ef^cial- 

ly,  the  biiSoiry  of  ScQihMi  duxing  the  time 
cf  ihe  Ramms. 

He  pnMi&cd,*'^  Scotja  ix..i.0STBx%TA  ,5 
jfeG  P.?ioi>Ro-MFs^  Historic 
2.is  Scotia  : m.  ym  regimh  inc^- 

i(trrm  rngpim  it  morrr^  m^rhi  medmdi 
metBc^m^  it  mdrgma  ixpIkmtMr^  it 

muMpEces  nmturii'  fartm^  m trfplui 
TiGy,  vigitaiili  JcUkety  mfmalt^  et  mhuraU  ix- 
plkardmrr  16S4,  folio j ^^4696,  foSo. 

Id  this  Toiouie,  wbkb,  be  tells  us,  was 
die  work  o f twenty  jearSj,  one  part  is  ap- 
propriated to  the  iodigenou^s  plants  €f  &"-?/- 
land ; it  can  tons  obfewatiaiis  on  the  medl- 
cjn^l  and  ceconomical  tdes,  A few  rare 
fpecies  make  their  firft  appearance -in  this 
book,  particularly  that  which  Linn^us 
named  SihbaUia^  after  the  author  ; and  the 
JLigtiJtiaim  Scaticr^m. 

B 3 Dr. 
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Dr.  SiBBALD  having  thrown  out  fonie' 
flridures  on  the  mathematical  principles  of 
phyfic,  for  which  the  learned  Dr.  Pit- 
cairn v/as  a ftrenuous  advocate,  the  latter 
wrote  a fevere  fatire  on  this  work,  under 
the  title  M De  Le gibus  Hijlorice  Naturalis,'' 
Edin.  1696.  But  it  contains  nothing 
folid,  and  was  thought  by  fome  to  have 
been  the  refult  of  party,  if  not  perfonal 
dillike,  ■ ' 

Among  the  MifcelJanca  qii^^dam  eruditce 
AntiquitatW  of  Sir  Robert^  publifhed  in 
1710,  there  is  a Differtation  on  the  Char  a 
of  C^sAR  mentioned  alfo  by  Dio,  on 
which  the  foldiers  of  Valerius^  army  fub- 
fifted,  under  a penury  of  bread.  This  root 
has  been  by  fome  fuppofed  to  be  the  Kare^ 
miky  Carmele,  or,  as  Mr.  Lightfoot 
calls  it,  the  Corr^  or,  Cor-meille  -f*,  of  the 
Highlanders,  It  is  the  0 rob  us  tuberofus  Lin- 
naiy  our  Wood  Peafe. 

In  his  Hiftory  of  the  Sheriffdom  of 
**  Fife  and  KinrofsJ'  printed  the  fame  year, 
is  a catalogue  of  plants,  chiefly  maritime, 

* De  Bello  Gvili^  lib.  iii.  § 40. 

t See  Pennant’s  Tour  in  Scotland,  vol.  i.  Appen- 
dix, 292. 
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gromng  about  the  Frith  of  Forth  ^ among 
which,  he  had  given  to  one  the  name  of 
BalforianUy  now  called  Pulmonaria  mart-- 
thna. 

In  the  zoological  way.  Dr.  Sib  bald 
publifhed  feparately,  Phalamologia  novad* 
1692.  4°.  or,  /^  Obfervations  on  fome  Ani« 
mals  of  the  Whale  Genus,  lately  thrown 
on  the  Shores  of  Scotland P This  tradt 
had  merit  enough  to  entitle  it  to  a repub- 
lication, fo  lately  as  in  the  year  1773.  He 
meditated  a Cretologiay  together  with  the 
hiftory  of  the  other  marine  animals  of  Scot^ 
landy  in  his  fecond  volume  of  the  Pro- 
' dr  OfUnsd* 

In  the  year  1706,  he  communicated  to 
the  Royal  Society  an  accurate  defcription, 
accompanied  with  a figure  of  the  animal, 
and  its  fhell,  named  Balanus  BakncCy  or 
Pediculus  of  Bo c cone  f Lepas,  Diadema 

of  Linn^us,  Syf.  1108.)  Thefe  were 
publifhed  in  voL  xxv.  of'  the  Philofophical 
~ PrajifaBions,  p.  2314. 

Although  Sir  Robert  Sibbald  did  not 
carry  his  refearches  fo  far,  as  to  rank  high 
in  the  charafter  of  the  naturaliftj  yet,  a^ 

B 4 having 
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having  led  the  way  in  that  branch,  and  fin- 
galarly  promoted  the  ftudy  of  the  antiqui- 
ties of  his  country,  he  is  juftly  entitled  to 
that  honourable  ftation  he  bears  among  the 
writers  of  Nor-ih^Britainf . 

WALLACE:. 

In  the  year  1700,  was  publifhed,  An 

Account  of  the  Iflands  of  Orkney^"'  by 
James  Wallace,  M.D.  F.R.S.  which 
contains  a catalogue  of  fpme  of  the  indige- 
nous plants  of  that  northern  region.  Flora 
is  not  exuberant  in  her  gifts  in  the  chilling 
regions  of  the  north.  I have  not  feen  this 
book  ; but  I read,  that  the  arborefcenty  and 
fome  other  tribes,  particularly  the  maha^ 
ceousy  are  fparingly  feen  in  thefe  iflands. 

PRESTON. 

I know  not  whether  there  was  any  fiiper** 
intendant  to  the  Garden  of  Edinburgh y be- 

* His  name  was  applied  by  Linn je us,  in  the  Flora 
Laponica^  to  a finall  plant  of  the  Pentandrous  clafs ; which 
was  knov/n  to  Cafpar  Bauhine  and  others,  and  confider- 
cd  by  them  as  allied  to  the  Fragaria:^  and  the  Pentaphylla, 
It  was  firft  figured  by  Sibbald  in  his  ^-^Prodromus'y  be- 
ing found  in  Britain  only  on  the  ^ighland  mountains. 

tween 
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twe^n  Sutherland,  and  George  Pres^ 
TON,  whom  Blair  ftiles  an  indefatigable 
botanift,  and  who  publifhed,  about  the  year 
1710,  the  following  Catalogue,  ^written 
in  Latm  and  Efzglijlo : Catalogus  omnium 
Plantarw7i  quas  in  Semina'rio  Medicine^  diBo 
tranjiulit  ■ Georgius  Pres  tonus,  Bot.  Prof, 
et  Hort,  Edinburg.  Preejectus  ex  AuBoritate 
ejusP  1 2°.  Not  having  feen  this  volume, 
I can  give  no  account  of  it.  A writer  of 
the  fame  name  occurs,  though  I know  not 
whether  the  fame  perfon,  as  a correlpon- 
dent  of  Mr.  Ray.  See  his  Letters,  p.  308 
• — 316;  Some  Obfervations  on  Mr.  Ray’s 

Synopfsf  by  Dr.  Preston,  tending  to 
illulfrate  the  characters  of  about  fifteen 
fpecies  of  Englijh  plants ; with'fome  Stric- 
tures on  Tour ne fort’s  method  of  clafE- 
fication. 

In  the  year  1716,  Mr.  Charles 
fucceeded  Preston  as  fuperintendant  of 
the  Garden. 

A L S T p N. 

Charles  Alston,  as  we  are  informed  by 
Dr.  Hope,  was  the  fon  of  Mr.  Alfon^  of 

Eddlewoof, 
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'Eddlewood a gentleman  of  fmall  eftatc  in 
the  Vv^eil  of  Scotland^  and  allied  to  the  noble 
family  of  Ha^niltony  who,  after  having  ftu- 
died  pl:i^fic,  and  travelled  with  feveral  gen-, 
tlemen,  declined  the  pradtice  of  his  profef- 
fion,  and  retired  to  his  patrimony.  His  fon 
Charles  was  born  in  the  year  168  3 ; and,  at 
the  time  of  his  father's  death,  was  at  Glaf^ 
goWy  applying  with  great  affiduity  to  his 
ftudies.  On  this  event,  the  Duchefs  of  Ha--, 
milton  took  him  under  her  patronage,  and 
willaed  him  to  have  chofen  the  department 
of  the  law ; but  his  inclination  for  botany,  ' 
and  the  ftudy  of  phylic,  fuperfeded  all  other 
fchemes ; and,  from  the  year  1716,  he  en- 
tirely devoted  himfelf  to  phyfic.  • 

At  the  age  of  thirty«three,  he  went  over 
to  Ley  den  y to  fludy  under  Boerhaave, 
where  he  remained  near  three  years.  At 
that  place,  he  contradled  an  intimacy  with 
the  late  celebrated  Dr.  Alexander  Monro  ; 
and,  with  him,  on  their  return  to  Edin- 
burgh y projedled  the  revival  of  medical  lec- 
tures where,  but  little  had  been  done  in 
that  department,  fince  the  firft  eftabliih- 
ment  of  the  medical 'profefforfliips  in  1665, 

undet 
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under  Sir  Robert  Sibbalp,  and  Dr.  Pit- 
cairn. The  plan  was  modelled  by  that 
of  Leyden,  Monro  was  appointed  to  give 
kdlures  in  anatomy,  and  furgery ; and  Al- 
ston in  botany,  and  the  materia  medica, 
Rutherford,  Sinclair,  and  Plum- 
mer, were  foon  after  appointed  to  fill  up 
the  other  departments  : and,  to  the  fpirited 
endeavours  of  thefe  celebrated  names,  the 
univerfity  of  Edinburgh  owes  the  rife  of 
that  reputation,  which  has  lince  fo  defer- 
vedly  raifed  it  to  be  one  of  the  firfl  fchools 
of  phyfic  in  Europe, 

Dr.  Alston  continued  to  teach  botany, 
and  the  materia  medica^  with  unwearied  afli- 
duity,  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
took  place  Nov.  22,  1760,  in  the  77th 
year  of  his  age. 

In  1740,  Dr.  Alston  publifhed  for  the 
ufe  of  his  pupils,  ‘‘  Index  Plantarum 
' prcecipue  O f f i c i n a l i u m , quce  in  Horfo  Me-- 
dico  Edinburgenjiy  Studiojis  demonjlraiitur L 8\ 
In  1752,  Index  Medicamentorum 
Simplicium  triplex."'  8°.  pp.  172. 
I . Alphabetical ; the  officinal  names,  with 
numerous  fynonyms,  from  the  befi:  botani- 
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cal  writer^  pp»  iiS*.  2-  O^dnal  nsmes 
YegetaHes>  amniails>  io  the 
©rder  of  his.  kctores.  3*  Clqffijicatmn  of  the 
©fEcinal  nameSj,  according  to  the  whtnts^ 
Beginiiisig  with  the  ahiorhcBts^  znd  ending 
with  vuloerarks:,  A table  of  the  do&s  of 
(^inctlcs  and  purgatives^ 

In  botanVj,  Dr.  Al.ston/'s  chief  perform- 
ance his  "JirccmmmBotankum  Edm^ 
iusgmjer  i753»  8*  It  contains  a icp-ah- 
• Icatian  of  his  hilcxd'"'  firft  printed  ir^ 
1740/5.  to  which  he  now  added  the  Fun-^ 
damertta:  B atapJaz  ©.f  5 n M B nt  the 

lollk  of  the  woik  k a profefled  attempt  t& 
explode  the  iyfiem  of  the  Smsdcy,  and  parh- 
<$uJaiIy  tO/ invalidate  all  liis  a2rg.;jHBei:|ts  for  the 
^xq£  plants..  This  part  of  it  was  tCEBlIa-r 
ifcd  by  hinifelC  and  publiHicd  the  next  jeaF 
ii’  the-  firft  volume  of  Effays  and  Obfer- 
vations,  pbyiical  and  ILtcrairy*”  8%  Ccxild 
the  doSrine  of  ihc^exes  of  plants  have  feee.q 
fhaierr^  the  learning  and  abilities  of 
AnsTOia  were  fufficient  to  have  efie(3ed  his 
pLirpose..  But  as  it  was  not  at  that  time 
fuppofted  by  hypothefis  aione,  fo  it  has 
£iice  gained  additional  fliength^  by  new 

experiments^ 
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cxpeiiaients,  and  found  mduSicns^  refnlt- 
iiig  from  them,  Nisrlured  from  his  cadj 
years  m the  fySiems  of  Tourne^'ort^ 
Ray,  and  Boerhaave,  to  the  firil  of 
which  he  had  .e^^en  given  improvement,  k 
is  not  iirange,  that,  at  an  advanced  age^ 
Dr,  Alston  rejected  a fyftem  of  fo  muck 
novelty,  as  that  of  Linnatus  prefented. 
We  do  not  willingly  unlearn  at 
what  has  feoen  cheriihed  from  our  eariiell: 
youth. 

Dr.  Alstom’s  medical  papers  arc;  A 
Diflertation  on  Tin  as  an  Anthelmintic 
A Diiiertation  on  Opium  f * and  A Cafe 
of  extra vafated  Blood  in  the  PericardimnJ'' 
Thele  are  printed  in  the  Edinburgh  Midi-- 
cal  EJfays. 

-In  1 743,  he  difeovered  a property  in  quick 
lime,  which  led  him  to  believe,'  that  the 
power  of  lime  w^as  not  exhaufled  by  repeat- 
ed afFufions  of  water  to  the  fame  lime ; he 
adds,  even  for  twenty  or  thirty  times.  The 
firft  notices  of  this  paradox,  as  he  then 
called  it,  were  communicated  to  the  Royal 
Society^  and  were  printed  in  the  forty- 

feventh 
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feventh  yolume  of  the  Philofophical  T ^-anp 
aBions,  This  opinion  was  contefted,  and 
drew  him  into  a controverfy  with  his  friend 
and  colleague.  Dr.  Whytt.  Having  con-^’ 
tinned  his  experiments,  and  enlarged  his 
obfervations,  he^  publidied,  in  1752,  his 
Differtation  on  Quick-Lime  and  Lime 
Water  f republiilied  in  1754?  and  in 
1757^  in  which  he  replies  to  Dr.  Whytt's 
Strictures ; and,  after  enumerating  a va- 
riety of  difeafes,  iri  which  lime  water  hag 
proved  efScacious,  confirms  the  opinion  of 
his  colleague,  relating  to  its  lithontriptic 
pov/ers. 

Dr^  Alston’s  Leftures  on  the  Alateria 
Medica  were  prepared  for  the  prefs  before 
his  deceafe,  and  were  pnbliihed  under  the 
following  title : 

Lectures  on  the  Materia  Medica  i coii- 
taining  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Drugs> 
‘‘  their  Virtues  and  Dofes : alfo.  Directions 
for  the  Study  of  the  Materia  Medica ; and 
an  Appendix  on  the  Method  of  Preferi- 
bing.  Publifiied  from  the  Manufeript 
of  the  late  Dr.  Charles  Alston,  Profef- 

for 
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for  of  Botany,  and  t\\t  Materia  Medica,  in 
**  the  Univerlity  of  Edinburgh . By  yohn 
Hope,  M.  D.  Profeffor  of  Medicine  and 
Botany  in  that  Univerfity/'  In  two  voL 
4°.  1770.  pp.  544  and  584. 

The  firfl  eleven  ledtures  con  lift  of  preli- 
minary difcourfes  ^ on  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  this  knowledge  y on  the  operation  of  me- 
dicines I of  errors  concerning  the  materia 
medicay  on  claffing  limples  according  to 
their  virtues  y and  fome  account  of  authors 
who  have  written  on  fimples. 

In  treating  on  each  fubjecl,  after  reciting 
the  officinal  name,  and  the  principal  fyno-- 
nyma^  the  defcription,  and  place  of  growth, 
""  Dr.  Alston  gives,  in  his  own  words,  the 
fenlible  qualities,  powers,  and  ufes  of  each 
limple  y after  which  follows,  in  the  words 
of  the  authors  themfelves,  a copious  detail 
of  the  opinions  of  refpedable  writers,  rela- 
ting to  each;  concluding  with  a recital  of 
all  the  officinal  compounds  into  which  each 
limple  enters.  Add  to  this,  the  reader  will 
meet  with  a variety  of  collateral,  and  hifto- 
rieal  information,  which  is  highly  gratify- 

ing 
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ing  to  all  fuch  as  wifh  to  extend  their  en-^ 
quiries  beyond  the  mere  nomenclature,  and 
quality  of  each  fiibftance ; and  which  could 
otherwife  be  acquired  only  from  laborious 
refearches. 

Although  the  reader  will  not  find  the 
author  giving  implicit  belief  to  the  mani* 
fold,  and  vaunted  powers,  attributed  to  num- 
berlefs  fimples,  through  almoft  all  preced- 
ing writers ; but  on  the  contrary,  will  meet 
with  "judicious  doubts,  obfervations,  and 
experiments,  yet.  Dr.  Alston’s  Materia 
Medica  muft  be  confidered,  on  the  whole, 
as  exhibiting  rather  the  ftate  of  it,  as  it 
has  been,  than  as  it  is,  in  the  works  of 
Lewis,  Bergius,  Murray,  and  Cul- 
len. It  is  but  of  late  that  philofophers 
and  phyficians  have  exercifed  that  degree 
of  fcepticifin  on  the  power  of  tmedicines, 
which  mull:  ever  influence  the  mind,  when 
experiments  alone  form  the  foundation  of 
medical  practice. 

Were  it  within  my  plan  to  extend  my 
obfervations,  I fhould,  with  grateful  plea- 
fure,  expatiate  on  the  improved  ftate  of 

botany 
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botany  at  Edinburgh^  after  this  period ; 
when  the  zeal,  and  abilities,  of  my  much- 
honoured  and  refpedled  friend,  the  late 
Dr.  "John  Hope,  aflifted  by  the  royal 
bounty,  enabled  him  to  raife  the  ftudy  of 
botany  to  an  eminence  unrivalled,  unlefs  at 
V^faly  by  any  univerlity  in  Europe. 
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Plukenet— memoirs  of — A learned^  critical^ 
and  laborious  hotanift  — His  Phytographia  — 
Almageftum  and  Mantifla— Amaltheum — 
His  works  had  great  merit — Contain  near  28ocf 
Plukenet  unmindful  of  generical  eha- 
raEiers — His  JiriElures  on  Sloane — His  works 
reprinted  in  1769. 

Dr.  Uvedale,  ^Enfield. 

PLUKENET, 

IT  has  been  the  fate  of  many  learned 
men,  who  have  deferved  highly  of  the 
republic  of  letters,  to  have  the  private  cir- 
cumftances,  and  occurrences  of  their  lives, 
in  a few  years,  fo  far  involved  in  obfcuri- 
ty,  that  almofl:  their  immediate  pofterity, 
howfoever  defirous  of  gratifying  a natural 
and  laudable  curiofity,  and  of  rendering  to 
their  memory  that  tribute  which  their  fer- 
vices  have  demanded,  have  been  almoft 
wholly  fruftrated-  in  their  endeavours  to  ref- 
cue  them  from  oblivion. 
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If  I miftake  not,  the  truth  of  this  pofi- 
tion  is  ftrongly  exemplified,  in  the  perfon, 
of  whom,  in  the  order  of  time,  I am  next 
to  fpeak.  Of  Dr.  Leonard  Plukenet,  as 
far  as  I can  find,  there  are  fcarcely  any'me- 
morials,  but  what  are  to  be  colledled  from 
the  prefaces  of  his  works ; and  they  afford 
indeed  very  fcanty  information.  He  has  told 
us,  that  he  was  born  in  1642  ; but  v/he- 
ther  he  was  of  Englijh  origin,  and  of  what 
family,  does  not  certainly  appear;  though  it 
has  been  conjedlured,  that  he  was  of  French 
extra<5tion.  Where  he  received  his  feho- 
laftic  education,  or  at  what  place  he  took 
degrees  in  phyfic,  I am  not  able  to  afeertain. 
Some  light  would  be  thrown  on  this  cir- 
cumftance  indeed,  by  determining,  where 
his  two  friends,  William  Courten,  Efq. 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Uvedale,  of  Enfield^ 
were  educated  ; fince  he  fpeaks  of  both 
thefe  gentlemen,  as  having  been  his  fellow- 
pupils  : probably  it  was  at  CambridgCy  as 
he  had  a fon,  named  Richard,  purfuing  his 
ftudies  in  that  univerfity,  at  the  publication 
oi  h\s  Almagejium,  in  1696.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  his  writings  fufficiently  teftify  his  ex- 

C 2 ten  five 
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tenfive  knowledge  of  the  learned  languages^ 
He  dates  the  prefaces  to  his  works,  from 
Old  Palace  Yard,  Wejlmmjler-^  where,  from 
a circumftance.  mentioned  in  his  Phytogra-^ 
phia,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  he  had  a fmall 
garden.  I know  not  that  he  ever  attained 
to  any  confiderable  eminence  as  a pradtical 
phyfician.  The  contrary  may  rather  be 
prefumed,  as  I do  not  find  his  name  in  fe- 
veral  lifts  of  the  College  of  Phyficians, 
printed  in  the  firft  years  of  this  century  : 
neither  in  thofe  of  the  Royal  Society  at  the 
fame  period. 

His  ardour  for  his  favourite  purfuit  was 
remarkably  ftrong ; Ut  pejie  imllusyjic  ardeo, 
was  his  motto.  It  does  not  appear,  that  he 
ever  had  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  tafte 
by  travelling  in  fearch  of  plants.  He  feems 
to  have  devoted  all  his  leifure  to  his  work 
of  the  Phytographia ; fparing  no  pains  to 
procure  fpecimens  of  rare,  and  new  plants. 
He  had  correfpondents  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  ; and  had  accefs  to  the  gardens  of 
the  curious,  in  the  environs  of  London^  and 
to  that  at  Hampto?i  Courts  which  was  in  a 
flourilhing  ftate,  from  the  care  which  the 

king 
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king  and  queen  beftowed  on  It.  The  Earl 
of  Portland  alfo,  had  fo  much  relifh  for 
exotics,  as  to  have  repeatedly  ftnt  'Jacob 
Reede  to  the  Wejl  Indies,  to  colkdl  cu- 
rious produdtions  for  the  Royal  Garden, 
Rlukenet  was  one  of  thofe  to  whom  Mr, 
Kay  was  indebted  for  affiftance  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  fccond  volume  of  his  Hif- 
tory ; and  that  eminent  man,  eyery  where 
bears  the  ftroqgeft  teftimony  to  his  merit. 
Never thelefs  Plukenet  wanted  that  pa- 
tronage, to  which  his  learning,  and  fciencc, 
entitled  him  ^ and  he  feems,  by  his  com-? 
plaints,  to  have  feverely  felt  it.  In  the  lat^ 
ter  part  of  his  life,  he  appears  to  have  been 
at  variance  with  Sloane  and  Petiver  ; 
two  of  the  firft  charadlers  of  the  age,  for 
knowledge  In  his  own  ftudies.  He  cen^ 
fures  their  writings,-  it  muft  be  confeffed, 
in  a ftile  of  too  much  afperity.  Whether 
this  alienation  from  thofe  of  whom  he  had 
before  fpoken  in  terms  of  friendChip>  and 
refped;,  had  its  origin  in  jealoufy  on  the 
one  hand,  or  what  is  more  probable,  on  the 
other,  in  that  indignant  loftinefs,  which 
tQp  often  accompanies  the  confcioijfnefs  of 
C 3 negledlcd 
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negledled  merit ; or  whether  from  other 
fources,  I cannot  determine.  It  was  how- 
ever probably  unfavourable  to  Plukenet, 
fince  Sloane  was  at  that  time  rifing  faft 
into  reputation,  and  influence.  In  the  mean 
while,  no  obllacles  damped  the  zeal  of 
Plukenet^  he  was  himfelf  at  the  expence 
of  his  engravings,  and  printed  the  work  at 
his  own  charge,  until  the  publication  of 
the  laft  part,  his  Amaltheuniy  when  he  pro- 
cured a trifling  fubfcription  from  a few  of 
the  nobility,  amounting  to  about  fifty-five 
guineas.  Towards  the  clofe  of  his  life,  he 
is  faid  to  have  been  aflilled  by  the  queen, 
and  to  have  obtained  the  fuperin tendency  of 
the  garden  at  Hampton  Court y and  was  ho- 
noured with  the  title  of  Royal  Profeflbr  of 
Botany. 

I cannot  difcovcr  the  exaft  time  of  his 
deceafe  j but  it  is  probable  he  did  not  long 
furvive  his’lafl:  publication,  in  1705. 

There  is  a copper- plate  print  of  Dr, 
Plukenet,  done  in  the  48‘th  year  of  his- 
age,  prefixed  to  the  Phytographia } with  his 
arms,  field  ermine,  bearing  a bend  dexter 
engrailed  gules. 
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PlukeNet  had  all  that  enthufiafm, 
without  which,  few  attain  pre-eminence ; 
and  as  the  riches  of  Flora  were  daily  pour- 
ing into  Britain^  from  all  quarters  of  the 
globe,  he  failed  not  to  avail  himfelf  of  every 
opportunity  of  adding  to  his  ftores.  Indi- 
genous fubjefts  were,  equally  with  exotics, 
the  objects  of  this  induftrious,  and  learned 
colledtor.  Hence  af  length,  his  Herbarium 
confifted  of  eight  thoufand  plants ; an  afto- 
nilhing  number  for  a private,  unopulent  in- 
dividual to  colledl ! Of  thefe,  the  Phytogra- 
phia  is  to  be  confidered  as  the  delineation  of 
the  new  and  rare  kinds ; and  the  Almagef- 
tu77iy  Mantijfa,  and  Amaltheumy  as  the  cata- 
logue of  the  whole. 

The  Phytographia  was  publifhed  at  dif- 
ferent times.  The  firft  part  under  the  fol- 
lowing title : 

« Phytographia  ; five^  Stirpium 

ILLUSTRIORUM  Ct  MINUS  C(^NITORUM 
IcoNES.'’  1691.  4°.  tab,  I — 72. 

Pars  11.  1691.  4®.  tab,  73 — 120, 

ParslW,  1692.  ^,tab,  121 — ^50'. 

ParsW.  1696.  \ ,tab,  122 — 328. 
Thefe  four  parts,  which  conftitute  the  firft 
C 4 volume 
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volume  of  his  works,  confift  entirely  of 
figures. 

In  the  fame  year  with  the  fourth  part  of 
the  Phytographiuy  came  out, 

Almagestum  Botanicum;  JivCy 
Phytographia  Plukenetiance  Onomajiicon,  Me-- 
thodo  Syntheticd  digejium ; exhibens  Stirpium 
exoticarurriy  rarioruniy  novarumque  Nominay 
quce  Defcriptionis  Locum  fupplere  pojjint.'^ 
4°.  1696.  pp.  402. 

Fluke  NET  follows  no  fyftem  ; the  Ca- 
talogue is  alphabetical,  and  contains  near 
6000  fpecies,  of  which  he  tells  us  500  were 
new.  Synonyms  are  added  to  each,  and  re- 
ferences made  to  thofe  figured  in  the  Phy^ 
tographia.  No  man  after  Cafpar  Bauhine 
had  till  then  examined  the  antient  authors, 
with  fo  much  attention,  as  Fluke  net,  in 
order  to  fettle  the  fynonyms  with  truth  : 
and  many  critical  notes  interfperfed,  prove 
his  intimate  acquaintance  with  all  the  re- 
fources  of  botanical  literature. 

Not  felicitous  to  form  new  generUy  he 
refers,  from  the  conformity  of  habit  in  al- 
moft  all  inftances,  his  new  plants  to  the 
genera  of  former  authors  3 and,  more  anxious 
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concerning  the  fpecies,  he  has  defcrlbed 
them  with  an  accuracy  that  has  been  ap- 
plauded. Not  that  Plukenet  was  un- 
acquainted with  fyjle7n^  as  is  manifeft  from 
one  of  his  criticifms  on  Sloane,  in  the 
Mantijfay  p.  113;  and  from  his  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  firft  edition, of  Mr.  Ray’s  a^- 
7iopJis^  publiflied  in  the  Colledlion  of  Ray’s 
Letters,  p.  226<, 

Four  years  after  the  publication  of  the 
Phytographi A,  came  out,  with  a con- 
tinuation of  the  plates,  Almagesti  Bo- 
TANici  Mantissa,  Flantarim  novijjime 
deleBarum  ultra  Millenarium  Nimerum  com^ 
pleBens.''  1700.  4°.  pp.192.  tab.  329 — 354. 
Befides  many  new  -plants,  this  volume  con- 
tains very  numerous  additions  to  the  fyno- 
nyms  of  the  Almagejtum,  Many  curious  cri- 
tical obfervations,  on  fome  of  the  plants  of 
the  ancient  authors,  occur  in  this  volume ; 
which  evince  the  depth  of  his  knowledge, 
and  the  extreme  pains  he  took  in  the  invefti- 
gation  of  his  fubjeds  A very  copious  in- 
dex to  both  volumes  concludes  the  work. 

It 

* See  his  Obfervations  on  the  Cedrus^  P-  4^  j on  the 
juniper  of  the  Hebrews,  p,  IC9  5 on  the  Kinfa  of  the 
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It  IS  in  the  Mantijja  we  firft  meet  with 
ftriftures  on  Sloane  and  Petiver.  He 
cenfures  Petiver  efpecially,  with  a degree 
of  fatyrical  acrimony,  for  errors  in  the  ap- 
plication offynomyms  in  his  Centurice*,  and^ 
Sloane  for  the  like  miftakes  in  his  Ca- 
talogue  of  Jamaica  plants  f accufing  the 
latter  of  having  alfo  applied  his  fynonyms 
from  the  Phytographia^  without  acknow- 
ledgments, or  any  reference,  Hinc  ilia 
JachrymcB  ! ' '' 

Five  years  after  the  Mantissa,  he  pub- 
liihed  his  laft  work,  The  Amaltheum 
Bo  tan  I CUM;  f.  Stir  plum  Indie  aru?n  aL 
terum  Copice  Cornu^  Millenas  ad  rnmlmanty  et 
bis  Centum  diverfas  Species  novas  et  mdiSlas 
nominatlm  comprehendens : quarum  fexcence 
et  infuper  feledlis  Iconibus  aeneifque  Pabulis 
illuJlranturP  1705.  4°.  pp.  216.  tab.  351 
—454,  Some  of  the  tables  of  this  volume 
belong  to  the  plants  of  the  Mantijfa.  It 
• abounds  with  new  fubjeds,  fent  from  Chhia 
aild  the  Eajl  Indies y by  Mr.  Cunningham 
and  Mr.  Brown,  and  with  forae  from 
Florida. 

Chinefe,  or  the  Poco  fempicy  p,  1 1 1 ; on  the  Myrohalam^ 
p.  132  ; on  the  Qinfingy  p,  1 35,  ^c. 
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Plukenet’s  work  contains  upwards  of 
2740  figures.  Mofl  of  them  were  engraved 
from  dried  fpecimens,  and  many  from  fmall 
fprigs,  deftitute  of  flowers,  or  any  parts  of 
frudlification,  and  confequently  not  to  be 
afcertained : feveral  of  thefe,  neverthelefs,  as 
better  fpecimens  came  to  hand,  are  figured 
a fecond  time,  in  the  fubfequent  plates.  As 
he  employed  a variety  of  artifls,  they  are 
very  unequally  done : thofe  by  Vander  Giicht 
have  ufually  the  preference.  The  imperfec- 
tions of  this  work,  however,  are,  in  a great 
degree,  thofe  of  the  times ; yet  it  cannot  but 
be  regretted  that  Plukenet  had  it  not  in 
his  power  to  have  given  his  figures  on  a 
larger  fcale.  There  are  unqueftionably 
many  varieties  exhibited  as  real  fpecies  ; 
and  one  great  defedt  runs  nearly  through 
the  whole  work,  that  the  new  plants  are 
no  further  defcribed,  than  by  the  fpecifical 
definitions,  which,  under  the  want  of  true 
generical  charadters,  were  then  infufficient. 

It  is,  notwithftanding,  a large  magazine 
of  botanical  flores  5 inafmuch  as,  no  work 
before  publifhed  by  one  man,  ever  exhibited 
fo  great  a number  of  new  plants.  And  as 
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many  of  the  Englijh  fpecies  are  here  figured, 
for  the  firft  time,  it  has  been  equally  ac- 
ceptable to  the  lovers  of  indigenous,  as  of 
exotic  botany. 

LiNNiEus,  and  others,  mention  a new 
edition  of  Plukenet’s  works  in  1720, 
But  this  was  nothing  more  than  the  ufuaj 
artifice  of  the  bookfeller  3 who,  having 
purchafed  the  remaining  copies,  placed  a 
new  title-page.  They  were,  however,  re- 
printed, and  divided  into  four  volumes,  ir^ 
1769,  with  the  addition  of  a few  plates, 
that  were  wanting  in  fome  copies  of  the 
fourth  part  of  the  Phytographia,  Thofe 
who  occafionally  confult  this  author,  will 
regret,  that  this  opportunity  had  not  been 
taken,  of  inferting  the  additions  from  'the 
Mantijj'a  into  the  Ahnageftum^  by  introdu- 
cing them  in  a fmaller  charafter,  and  pla- 
cing the  pages  for  both  in  the  margin. 
Ths.  Herbarium  of  Plukenet  came  into 
Sir  Hans  Sloan e’s  pofleflion,  and  is  now 
in  the  Britijld  Mufeum. 

In  1 77 9>  an  Lidex  Linnreanus  to  the  table3 
was  publifhed  by  Dr.  Giseke,  profeflbr  qf 
poetry,  and  natural  philofophy,  in  the  Gytn^ 
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najium  of  Hamburgh^  which  contains  a few 
notes  from  a MS.  left  by  Plukenet 
Dr.  Plukenet  has  not  failed. to  record 
the  names  of  a numerous  fet  of  benefadors, 
by  whofe  communications  he  was,  from 
time  to  time,  enabled  to  amplify  his  col- 
lection, and  introduce  many  new  plants  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  curious.  Among  fe-  ' 
veral  others,  we  find,  repeatedly,  the  names 
of  Petiver,  Courten,  Sherard,  Du 
Bois,  Bifhop  Compton,  Dr.  TancredKo^ 
BiNsoN,  Dr.  Sloane,  Cunningham,  and 
UvEDALE.  Some  of  thefe  I fhall  have 
occafion  to  commemorate  in  feparate  ar- 
ticles; but  I regret  that  I cannot  collect  any  ' 
material  anecdotes  relating  to  his  friend  ancL^ 

fellow  collegian, Uvedale,  LL.D. 

of  whom  Plukenet  ever  fpeaks  in  a flile 
which  indicates  that  he  held  him  in  great 
efteem. 

* Father  Plumier  complimented  this  learned  botanift, 
by  calling  after  his  name  a climbing  ivy-leaved  plant,  of 
the  Monoeciom  clafs,  with  a Monadelphous  flower,  defcribed 
only  by  himfelf,  and  by  Rumphius,  being  a native  of. 
both  Indies, 
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Dr.  UvEDALE  lived  at  Enjieldy  where  he 
cultivated  a garden,  which  appears  to  have 
been  rich  in  exotic. produdlions.  And  al- 
though he  is  not  known  among  thofe  who 
advanced  the  indigenous  botany  of  Britain^ 
yet  his  merit  as  a botanift,  or  his  patronage 
of  the  fcience  at  large,  was  confiderablc 
enough  to  incline  Petiver  to  apply  his 
name  to  a new  plant,  which  Miller  re- 
tained in  his  Didlionaryj  but  which  has 
fince  palTed  into  the  genus  Bolymniay  of  the 
Linncean  fyftem ; the  author  of  which  has 
neverthelefs  retained  Uvedalia^  as  the.  trivial 
epithet. 
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Fetivcr  — Anecdotes  of — Succejsful  in  colleBmg 
a mufeum  of  natural  curiofities  — His  works 
— Centurias  — Gazophylacium  — Middlefex 
plants — Plantse  Chinenfcs — Switzerland 
Pterigraphia — Englifh  Herbal — Various  other 
lifts — and  papers  in  the  Philofophical 
adions. 

P E T I V E R. 

CONTEMPORARY  with  Plukenet 
lived  Mr.  fames  Petiver,  of  whom 
too  little  Intelligence  is  remaining.  ^ 

It  appears  that  he  was  apprenticed  to 
Mr.  Feltham^  apothecary  to  St.  Bartholo^ 
mew's  HofpitaL  He  entered  into  bufinefs 
for  himfelf  in  Alderfgate  Street^  where  he 
lived  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  be- 
came apothecary  to  the  Charter  Houfe^  and 
obtained  a conliderable  fhare  of  pradlice  in 
his  profeffion. 

He  had  an  early  propenfity  to  thefe  ftudieSi^ 
and,  excepting  Mr.  Courten,  and  Dr. 
Sloane,  feems  to  have  been  the  only  one,  af- 
ter 
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ter  the  Tradescants,  who  made  any 
confiderable  colleftion  in  natural  hiftory^ 
Pe T I VER  engaged  the  captains,  and  furgeons 
of  £hips,  to  bring  home  fpecimens,  and  feeds 
of  plants,  birds,  fluffed  animals,  and  infedls ; 
and  he  diredled  their  choice,  and  enabled 
them  to  judge,  in  fome  meafure,  of  proper 
objedls,  by  diftributing  printed  lifts  and  di- 
redlions  among  them.  He  was  not  lefs 
anxious  to  procure,  what  his  native  country 
afforded,  and  was  fo  fuccefsful  in  his  efforts^ 
that  Sir  Ha?2s  Sloane,  who  afterwards, 
purchased  it,  offered  Petiver  four  thou- 
fand  pounds  for  his  Mufeuniy  fome  time ’be- 
fore his  death : which  offer,  although  it 
may  be  confidered  as  a proof  of  the  opu- 
lence of  Sir  Ha?2Sy  is  equally  fo  of  the  ex- 
tent of  the-colledlion. 

The  allurement  of  fuch  uncommon  cu- 
rlofities  as  Mr.  Petiver  exhibited,  foon 
obtained  him  confiderable  diftincftion,  and 
his  name  became  well  known,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  He  was  eledled  into  the  Royal 
Society ; and  as  his  particular  attachment 
was' to  plants,  he  became  early  the  corre- 
fpondent  of  Mr.  Ray,  who  acknowledges- 

his 
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his  affiflance  In  arranging  the  fecohd  vo- 
lume of  his  “ Hlftory  of  Plants  and  elfe- 
where  owns  his  high  obligations  to  him, 
for  the  extent  and  freedom  of  his  commu- 
nications. 

In  the  year  1 692,  preparatory  to  the  pub- 
lication of  his  fil'd;  work,  Petiver:  took  a 
tour  into  the  midland  counties  of  England. 
I recolledt,  on  this  occafion,  the  pleafure  I 
had  in  my  youth,  in  feeing  the  Lichen^ ju-^ 
batiis  growing  on  the  fpot,  where,  I believe, 
he  firft  difcovered  it,  on  the  higheft  rocks 
in  Charley  ForeJI,  Leicejierjhire. 

Mr.  Petiver’s  firft  publication  was, 
Musei  Petiver  I an  I Centurice-rdecemP 
1692 — 1703.  8\  Containing  the  names, 
and  fynonyms  of  various  rare  animals,  fof- 
fils,  and  plants ; among  which,  feveral  cu- 
rious articles,  the  produce  of  Englandy  are 
here  firft  exhibited ; particularly  feme  of 
the  Cryptogamous  clafs,  in  the  inveftigation 
of  which  he  was  very  fuccefsful. 

Ga2ophylacii  Nature  Artis 
Decades  decemP  1702.  tab.  ico,  fc’.  A 
book  of  great  value  at  the  time  of  its  publica- 
tion, being  the  engravings,  accompanied  with 
VoL.  II,  D fliort 


34 


CHAPTER  29. 

fliort  defcriptions,  of  animals  of  all  the  or- 
ders, vegetables,  and  foffils  : among  thefe 
are  xxiznj  American  ferns,  plants  of  xhtAlps^ 
and  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; all,  either 
very  rarely  feen  before,  or  nondefcripts.  It 
will  retain  its  value  while  Linn^us's  wri- 
tings arc  in  ufe. 

Among  the  provincial  lifts  of  plants, 
printed  in  Biftiop  Gibson's  edition  of 
Camden  in  1695,  Mr.  Petiver  com- 
municated the  Middlefex  plants.  All  the 
others  were  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Ray,  as  was 
obferved  under  his  article. 

Next  to  the  Gazophylacium  in  the  order 
of  time,  although  not  a diftind:  work,  was 
publiftied,  in  Mr.  Ray’s  third  volume  of 
his  Hiftory  of  Plants,  ‘‘  Plants  r ario- 
RES  Chinenses,  Madraspatan^  et 
ApRiCANiE,  d Jacobo  Petivero,  ad  Opus 
conjimifnandum  collatce:  cum  ejufde?n  Catalogo 
Plant  arum  in  Hortis  fuis  fccis  confervatarumy 
quce  vel  ineditcCy  aut  hadlenus  obfcure  defcriptre 
fint : adjicitiir  Fai^rago  Stirpium  Indicarumy 
et  Americanarum  incertce  SedisJ\ 

The  firft  of  thefe  Catalogues  amounts  to 
184  plants : thofe  of  the  Hortus  ficcusy  to 

more 
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more  than  800  fpecies : the  laft  to  75. 
Although  doubtlefs  great  numbers  of  thefe 
muft  have  been  varieties  only,  thefe  lifts 
will  yet  remain  a lafting  teftimony  of  the 
early  and  extreme  diligence  of  this  indefa- 
tigable colledlor. 

In  1709,  he  publiflied,  without  his  name, 
A Catalogue  of  Plants  found  on  the 
mountains  about  Geneva,  the  La 

Dole,  Saleve^,  with  others  growing  in  the 
fields,  &c.  as  obferved  by  Gesner,  the 
Eauhines,  Chabr^us,  and  RayP 
‘‘  Pterigraphia  Americana  : Ico- 
NES  continens  pliifquam  CCCC  Filicum  vari-* 
arum  Specieru?nP  Tab.  20.  1712.  fol. 

The  ferns  occupy  fix  teen  of  thefe  tables. 
Among  thefe  are  contained  moft  of  Father 
Plumier's  ferns.  The  four  remaining 
tables  are  of  fubmarine  produdlions. 

Mr.  Petiver  neglected  no  opportuni- 
ties of  augmenting  the  EngliJJj  Flora.  He 
was  the  firft  difcoverer  of  many  Englip 
plants,  as  well  as  of  other  natural  produc- 
tions, fome  of  which  he  figured  in  the  Ga^ 
zophylacium ; but  he  meditated,  and  in  part 
executed,  (a  work  that  had  not  been  at- 
D 2 tempted 
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tempted  before)  a fet  of  diftindl  figures  of 
Brit  ip  plants.  Unfortunately  he  lived  not 
to  finifh  it. 

This  work,  which  diftinguiihes  Peti- 
VER  as  an  auxiliary  to  Englip  botany,  bears 
the  title  of  A Catalogue  of  Mr.  Ray’s 

Englip  Herbal y illuftrated  with  Figures.” 
fol.  1713.  t.  50 ; and  continued  with  the 
^^four-leaved flowers,”  t.  51— 72. fol.  1715. 
Twelve  plants  are  engraved  on  each  plate. 
The  work  ends  with  the  feventeenth  clafs. 
The  figures  are  little  more  than  outlines,  but 
they  are  neat;  and  though  they  have  the 
defeit  of  the  old  herbals,  in  being  all  on  a 
fimilar  fcale,  were  valuable,  and  efpecially 
as  pointing  out  many  of  the  varieties  in  the 
Synopps  of  Ray,  particularly  among  the 
Apetalous  and  Syngenejious  tribes.  A new 
impreifion  of  thefe  plates  was  made  under 
the  infpedtion  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  in 
1732. 

Thefe  were  the  moft  material  works  of 
Pet  I VER.  His  fmaller  publications  a- 
mount  to  a great  number,  and  are  of  lefs 
importance  at  this  day,  as  being  principally 
Abort  catalogues  and  Angle  tables  of  rare 
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plants.  Intended,  in  many  indances,  as  in- 
ftrudtions  to  his  various  correfpon dents : 

Plant  arum  Etrurire  variorum  Catalogus. 
1715.  fol.  one  flieet. 

Mon/pelii  dejideratarum  Plajifarum  Cata^ 
logus,  1716,  fol.  one  flreet.  . 

Plantarum  Italice  7narmarum  et  Graminum 
leones  Nomina,  &CC.  dieet, 

with  five  plates. 

liortus P eruvianus  inedicinalis : The  South 
Sea  Herbal  of  Feuille’s  Medicinal  Plants. 
1715.  Vv^ith  five  plates . 

Graminum,  Muscorum,  Fungorum 

SuBMARINORUM  et  BrIT  ANNICORUM, 
Concordia.  1716.  fol. 

Petiveriana,  f,  ColleBanea  Natures  do??2i 
Jorifque  AuBori  coinmunicata.  1717*  fob 
Planted  Silejiacee  rariores  ac  dejideratce^ 
1717.  fol.  a fingle  fheet.  , 

Plantarum  /Egyptiacarum  variorum  leones : ■ 
et  aliarum  Catalogi  duo.  1717*  fol.  one 
flieet,  with  two  plates. 

Plants  engraved  in  Afr.  Pet iver’s  Eng^ 
lijh  Herbal.  foL  one  fheet. 

Hortus  Jiceus  Pharmaceuticus. 

JdlireBions  for  gathering  Plants. 
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Befides  thefe  fmall  publications,  he  put 
forth,  at  different  times,  twenty-eight  tables 
of  rare  plants ; of  which  nineteen  contain- 
ed American  plants  5 four,  rare  plants  from 
various  parts  of  Italy , two,  Anjlrian  plants  \ 
and  one,  Indian  roots  and  gums. 

There  are  more  than  tv/enty  papers  writ- 
ten by  Petiver,  and  publifhed,  at  divers 
times,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfa5tions^  be-r 
tween  the'years  1697  and  1717. 

A Catalogue  of  fome  Guinea  Plants,  with 
their  Nature,  Names,  and  Virtues  ^ fent  by 
the  Rev.  John  Smith,  from  Cape  Coajt  ^ 
with  Remarks,  by  Mr,  Petiver.  N®  232. 
Vol.  XIX.  p 627. 

An  Account  of  forty-fix  Plants,  collec- 
ted by  Mr.  Samuel  Browne,  near  Madras 
with  the  Synonyms,  and  critical  Obferva- 
tiohs,  by  Mr.  Petiver,  N°  244t  Vol.  XX, 
P-  313^ 

Remarks  on  fome  Animals,  Plants,  &c, 
fent  by  the  Rev,  Mr.  Hugh  Jones,  from 
Maryland,  N”  246.  Vol.  XX.  p.  39^*  . 

An  Account  of  Part  of  a Colledlion  of 
curious  Plants  and  Drugs,  colledted  at  Ma-^ 
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dras  by  ?vlr.  Samuel  Browne,  and  pre- 
fented  to  the  Royal  Society  by  the  Eaft  In- 
dia Company:  in  eight  books,  publifhed  at 
different  times ; the  firft  in  N”  236,  the 
laft  in  299.  Voh  XXIIL 

Mr.  Petiver  was  among  the  firft  who 
purfued  the  idea , that  the  virtues  of  plants 
might  be  determined,  in  general,  by  their 
agreements  in  natural  charadlers  and  clafies. 
I fay  purfued,  becaufe  the  idea  had  been 
fuggefted  long  before.  Even  C..T  sal  pi- 
nts, the  inventor  of  fyftem,  hints  that  the 
virtues  of  plants  are  pointed  out  by  their 
ftrudlure,  and  alliance  to  each  other.  Theft 
are  his  words  : 'Tande?7i  et  facilitates,  quas 
medici  maxime  queer unt,  tanquam  propide fates 
innotefeunt  ex  naturarum  coguitione:  quee  enim 
generis  focietate  junguntur,  pier  urn  que  et  fmi^ 
les  pojjident  facultates 

Petiver ’s’  paper  bears  the  following 
title : Some  Attempts  made  to  prove, 

that  Herbs  of  the  fame  Make,  or  Clafs, 
for  the  generality,  have  the  like  Vertue, 
and  Tendency  to  work  the  fame  Ef- 
fedls.’^  255.  Vol.  XXL  p.  289, 

* Cajfalp,  Pref.  ad  Lib.  de  Plantis, 
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As  a firft  efiay,  Mr.  Petiver  has  fuccelT-. 
fully  treated  his  fubjed:.  It  is  well  known 
v;hat  ufe  Lin us  and  others  have  fince 
made  of  it : and  Dr.  Murray,  the  pre- 
fent  Profeffor,  of  Gottingen^  has  chofen  this 
arrangement  for  his  Apparatus  Medicami^ 
num.  In  Blair’s  Mifcellaneous  Obfer-. 

vations,”  publifhed  in  1718,  Mr.  Pe- 
tiver defends  his  doftrine,  in  anfwer  to. 
pr.  Blair’s  doubts  on  that  head. 

Remarks  on  fome  Infeds,  lent  by  Mr. 
Banister  from  Virginia,  in  1680.  N"* 
270. 

An  Account  of  fome  Animals,  fent  by 
Mr.  E.  Bulkeley  from  l^/Iadras,  N°  271, 
and  276. 

A Defcription  of  fome  Shells,  from  the 
Molucca  Illands.  N°  274. 

An  Account  of  fome  Animals,  fent  to 
Mr.  Petiver  from  the  Philippine  Iflands, 
by  Father  Gemelli.  277. 

A Defcription  of  fome  Shells,  fent  from 
Madras  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lewis  to  Mr. 
Petiver.  N°  282. 

A Defcription  of  fome  Corals  and  other 
Submarines,  from  the  Philippine  Iflands, 
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fent  by  Father  Camelli  toMr.PETivER, 
N°  206. 

, An  Account  of  fome  Shells  and  Ani- 
mals, fent  from  Carolina  to  Mr.  Petiver, 
N°  299. 

A Catalogue  of  Foffil-Shells,  Metals, 
and  Minerals,  fent  by  Dr.  John  Scheuch- 
2ER  to  Mr.  Petiver.  N‘'  301. 

An  Account  of  fome  Minerals,  petrified 
Shells,  and  other  Foffils,  from  Berlin. 
N°  302. 

An  Account  of  a MS.  of  Father  Ca- 
mellias, concerning  fome  Shells,  Mine- 
rals, Foffils,  and  of  the  Warm  Baths  of  the 
Thilippine  Iflands.  N®  31 1. 

hn  Account  of  fome  Swediffi  Minerals, 
fent  to  Mr.  Petiver.  N®  337. 

As  Mr.  Petiver  accompanied  thefe 
communications  v^dth  remarks,  the  exhibi- 
tion of  fuch  objefts,  from  fo  intelligent  a 
naturalift,  in  the  early  period  of  the  Royal 
Society y when  the  ftudy  of  nature  was  in  its 
infancy,  could  not  fail  to  convey  much  in- 
formation, and  excite  a curiofity  to  purfue, 
with  zeal,  one  of  the  chief  ends  of  the  in- 
ilitution. 
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In  N®  313,  Mr.  Petiver  communica- 
ted to  the  Royal  Society  the  manner  of  ma- 
king the  Styrax  Uquiday  which,  he  fays,  is 
from  the  bark  of  thei?^  inallas  (the  charac-^ 
ter  of  which  is  unknown)  which  grows  on 
the  ifland  Cobrofs,  in  the  Red  Sea.  If  this 
be  the  origin  of  the  true,  or  oriental  kind, 
there  is  likewife  a Styrax  iiquida^  from  the 
Liquida?7ibar  tree  of  Virginia,  What  is  ge- 
nerally met  with  now,  is  juftly  fufpeded  to 
be  a mixed  artificial  cornpofition. 

In  N°  232,  Mr.  Petiver  publifhed,  un- 
der the  title  of  Bota^ticum  hortenfe,  an  Ac- 
count of  divers  rare  plants,  obferved  in  feve- 
ral  curious  gardens  about  London^  particu- 
larly in  the  Phyfic  Garden  at  Cheljea,  This 
v/as  continued,  in  feven  feparate  trails,  to 
346.  Vol.  xxvn.  XXVIII.  XXIX. 

Mr.  Petiver  died  at  his  houfe  in  AU 
derfgate  Street^  on  the  20th  of  April,  1718, 
His  body  was  carried  to  Cooke  Hally  where, 
agreeably  to  the  cuftom  of  the  time,  it  lay 
in  Rate,  The  pall  was  fupported  by  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  Dr.  Levit,  phyfician  to 
the  Charter  Houfe,  and  four  other  phy- 
ficians.  He  left  five  guineas  to  Dr.  Brady, 
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for  preaching  his  funeral  fermon,  and  fifty 
pounds  to  the  charity  fchool  of  St.  Anns^ 
Alderjgate^ . 

Many  ofPETivER’s  fmaller  pieces  hav- 
ing become  very  fcarce,  his  works,  exclu- 
five  of  his  papers  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfactions,”  were  colledied  and  publilhed 
in  1764,  in  two  volumes  in  folio,  and  one 
in  odavo ; with  the  addition  of  fome  plates, 
not  in  the  firft  edition, 

* Petiver’s  name  was  annexed  by  Plumier  to  one 
of  his  new  American  genera^  of  which  a fecond  fpecies  is 
common  in  yamaica^  and  had  been  defcribed  by  Sloane 
as  belonging  to  the  Verbena  or  Schrophularia  germs. 


C H A p4 


( 44  ) 


CHAP.  30, 

JPerJonal  names  given  to  plants— Antiquity  of — > 
Infiances  in  the  antients — Among  the  monks — 
and  the  refiorers  of  botany : by  Gefner  and 
Matthiolus — Revived  by  Plumier — His  liberal 
and  impartial  ufe  of  this  privilege. 

Anecdotes  of  Plumier — Account  of  his  works — 
Defcription  American  plants — Nova  genera 
• — Amtiicm  ferns — Five  hundred  of  his  tables 
purchafed  by  Boerhaave — Publijhed  by  Burman 
—His  L,’Art  de  Tourner, 

PERSONAL  NAMES  OF  GENERA. 

PETivER  and  Plukenet,  as  far  as  I 
can  find,  were  the  firft  Englijh  writers, 
who  followed  the  example  of  Plumier  in 
giving  perfonal  names  to  ntw, genera.  Pe- 
TivER  is,  however,  feverely  reprehended  by 
Linnjeus,  for  having  conferred  this  ho- 
nour on  fome  who  did  not  merit  it : He 
obferves  juftly,  that  it  is  due  to  fuch  alone, 
as  have  fignalized  themfelvcs  in  the  fcience. 
I take  this  opportunity  to  remark  the  rife 

and 
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and  progrefs  of  this  cuftom,  which  appears 
to  be  of  high  antiquity,  fince  there  are  ex- 
amples of  it  among  the  antient  poets,  hifto- 
rians,  and  phyficians. 

Poetry  has  confecrated,  in  this  way,  the 
names  of  Adonis,  Daphne,  Hyacinthiis,  Nar^ 
cijfus,  and  others.  Pliny  informs  us,  that 
Diipatorium  is  faid  to  be  the  cognomen  of 
Mithridates,  who  firfl  difcovered  the 
ufes  of  that  plant.  Gentiajta,  we  are  told, 
is  derived  from  Gentius,  king  of  Illyria: 
Lyfimachia,  from  Lysimachus,  king  of 
Sicily:  Pelephium,  from  Telephus,  king 
o? Myjia:  Peiicrium,  from  Teucer,  king  of 
Troy : Clymenum,  from  Clymenus  : 
mifia,  from  the  wife  of  king  Mausolus  : 
Helenium,  from  PIelena,  the  v/ife  of 
nelaus : Euphorbiirm,  from  Euphorbus, 
phyfician  to  Jiiha  IL  king  of  Mauritania  % 
though  Salmasius  avers,  that  this  name 
had  been  in  ufe  at  a much  earlier  period. 
Many  other  inftances  might  be  adduced. 

In  fucceeding  ages,  the  devotion  of  the 
monks  led  them  to  confecrate  a variety 
of  plants  to  the  faints  of  the  kalendar. 
Thus  we  have  the  Herba  Sanbli  Anto- 
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Nir,  Epilobhim:  S.  Christophori, 
tcea:  S.  Gerardi,  Mgopodium:  S.  Ru- 
pert i , Geranium : S.  Jacobi,  Senecio : 
S.  Petri,  Pariefaria^  &c.  &c.  John 
Bauhine  wrote  a treatife,  in  1591,  now 
become  very  fcarce,  De  Plantis  a Divis 
Eandtijve  Nomen  habtntihusP 

The  reftorers  of  botany,  in  a few  in- 
ftances,  revived  the  pradlice.  Gesner,  had 
he  lived  to  finifh  his  plan  in  his  Hiftory 
of  Plants,”  intended  to  have  perpetuated 
the  names  of  his  friends,  hy  monuments  of 
this  kind.  It  appears,  that  he  had  requefted 
Guilandinus,  "John  Bauhine,  Kent- 
MAN,  Camerarius,  and  our  celebrated 
countryman  Dr.  Caius,  to  feleit  from  his 
new  fpecies,  fuch  as  they  chofe  to  bear  their 
names,  or  allow  to  him  the  privilege  of 
adopting  what  he  thought  moft  congru- 
ous. By  the  fame  kind  of  tribute  we  learn, 
from  his  letters,  that  he  propofed  to  record 
the' names  of  his  friends  Gasser  us,  Occo, 
Aretius,  and  feveral  others. 

Matthiolus,  however,  adually  re- 
ftored  the  ufage,  by  the  application  of  the 
terra  Cortufa  to  a new  plant,  in  honour  of 
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CoRTUsus,  the  fucceffor'of  Guilandi- 
Nus,  in  the  garden  oiFadua^y  and  Clu- 
sius  followed  his  example,  by  calling  the 
Contrayerva  of  the  (hops  Drakana,  in  ho- 
nour of  Sir  Francis  Drake  ; from  which 
time  it  was  fparingly  pradtifed,  until  after 
the  invention  of  fyftem ; and  the  conilruc- 
tion  of  generical  charadters,  at  the  latter 
end  of  the  laft  century.  Tournefort, 
Plumier,  and  Petiver,  led  the  way,  and 
have  been  followed  by  all  fucceeding  writers 
of  note,  and  by  none  more  than  by  Lin-* 
N^us  himfelf.  It  may  be  ftiled  the  apo^ 
theojis  of  botanifts^  and  Linn^us  may  be 
compared  to  the  high  prieft,  who  has  thus 
immortalized  a numerous  group  of  cele- 
brated men. 

The  pradlice,  hov/ever,  was  feverely  cen- 
fured  by  fpme  of  the  older  botanifts,  who 
objedted,  that  thefe  names,  having  no  con- 
nedlion  with  the  form,  nature,  habit,  or 
properties  of  the  plant,  conveyed  no  idea 
of  diftindlion.  But  the  objedrion,  if  duly 
weighed,  is  of  no  force ; .fince  there  is  not, 
perhaps,  a fingle  appellation,  even  among 
the  beft,  of  Greek  etymology,  however  aptly 
4 framed. 
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framed,  which  conveys  any  charadter  of  the 
genus,  that  might  not  with  equal  propriety- 
have  been  applied  to  a multitude  of  others. 

The  free  ufe  that  Plumier  made  of  this 
privilege,  in  honouring  fo  great  a number 
of  Englhhmen,  does  equal  credit  to  his  own 
difcernment,  and  impartiality,  and  to  the 
merit  of  thofe  on  whom  he  bellowed  this 
laurel.  On  this  account,  I hope  it  may 
not  be  ungrateful  to  the  reader,  to  digrefs 
fo  far,  as  to  introduce  a Ihort  notice  of  this 
liberal-minded  foreigner. 

PLUMIER. 

Charles  Plumier  was  born  at  Marfeillesy 
in  the  year  1646  ^ and,  after  a claffical  edu- 
cation, devoted  himfelf  to  a religious  life ; 
and,  at  the  age  of  fixteen,  entered  into  the 
order  of  the  Minime  Friars.  Being  early 
inclined  to  mechanics  and  philofophy,  he 
ftudied  mathematics,  at  Fouloufe^  under 
Pere  Maignan^  a celebrated  profeffor  of  the 
fcience,  and  of  the  fame  order.  In  fome 
of  his  leifure  hours,  he  amufed  himfelf  in 
the  pradiice  of  Turning,  having  been  taught 
theart  by  his  father ; and  became  fo  great 
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d proficient,  that  he  wrote  a book  oil  the 
fubjeft.  Under  Pere  Maignaiiy  he  alfo 
learned  to  make  lenfes,  mirrors,  micro- 
fcopes,  and  other  inftruments  of  philofo- 
phy  ; and  early  acquired  the  arts  of  defign- 
ing  and  painting.  He  was  foon  after  fent 
by  his  fuperlors  to  Romey  where  his  clofe 
application  to  his  ftudies,  and  to  thefe  arts, 
together  with  optics  and  mathematics,  de- 
ranged his  health.  In  this  fituation,  he 
fought  for  relaxation  in  the  ftudy  of  botany, 
under  the  ledlures  of  Phe  Sergeant,  in 
a convent  at  Rome,  and  in  the  inftrudtions 
of  Francis  /^(?Onuphriis,  an  Italian  phy- 
fician,  and  of  Sylvius  Boccone,  a Sicilian. 
By  thefe  connexions,  he  was  infenfibly  led 
to  devote  himfelf  to  his  new  ftudy.  Being 
recalled  by  his  order  into  Provence,  he  was 
placed  in  a convent  * near  Hyeres,  and  ob- 
tained leave  of  his  fuperiors  to  fearch  the 
coafts  of  that  country,  and  the  neighbour- 
ing Alps,  for  plants.  At  this  time,  he  con- 
ceived a defign  of  forming  a new  Pinax,  or 
‘‘  General  Hiftory  of  Vegetables,”  for  which 
he  had  made  many  drawings,  and  colleXed 
materials ; but  his  fubfequent  deftination 
VoL.  II,  E prevented 
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prevented  his  making  an  effedlual  progrefs^ 
in  this  defign.  He  foon  after  became  ac- 
quainted with  Tournefort,  then  on  his 
botanical  tour  in  the  South  of  France ; and, 
together  with  Garidel,  profeflor  of  bo- 
tany at  Aixy  accompanied  that  eminent  mart 
in  his  refearches. 

Thus  qualified,  and  while  he  was  herbo- 
rizing on  the  coaft  of  Marfeillesy  he  was 
ehofen  as  the  ajJbciate  of  Surian,  to  ex- 
plore the  French  fettlements  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  The  French  were  ftimulated  to  this 
expedition,  by  the  fuccefs  of  our  great  na- 
turalift,  Sloan E,  in  Jamaica..  Plumier 
acquitted  himfelf  fo  well,  that  he  was  twice 
lent  afterwards,,  at  the  King’s  expence,  to 
Gompleat  the  natural  hiftory  of  Antilles 
and  was  rewarded  with  the  title  of  Botanift 
to  the  King,  and  an  increafed  penfion  each 
time.  He  palled  two  years  in  thofe  illands, 
and  on  the  neighbouring  continent ; but 
made  Domingo  his  principal  refidence.  He 
made  defigns  and  paintings  of  many  hundred 
plants,  on  a fcale  as  large  as  the  life ; be- 
fides  numerous  figures  of  birds,  fifhes,,  and 
infeds. 
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On  his  return  from  his  fecond  voyage,  , 
hy  the  intereft  of  M.  Pontchartrain, 
he  procured  the  firft  fpecimen  of  his  labours 
to  be  publiflied  at  the  Louvre,  under  the 
title  of  ‘‘  Defcription  des  Plantes  de  V Ame-^ 
riqueJ"  Fol.  1695.  pp.  94.  tab.  108.  The 
firft  fifty  of  thefe  tables  reprefent  Ferns^  the 
remainder,  divers  fpecies  of  xh^Arum  genus ; 
the  Piper ^ PaJJijiorce,  Rajania,  Dolichos,  and 
various  others  * The  figures  confift  of  little 
more  than  outlines  ^ but  being  as  large  as 
the  life,  and  draw’n  with  great  accuracy  and 
freedom,  they  have  a very  fine  effeil.  The 
defcriptions  are  in  French. 

On  his  return  from  .the  third  voyage,^he 
fettled  at  Paris,  in  the  character  of  his  or- 
der j andj  In  1703,  publiflied  his  Nova 
Plantarum  General  4°.  In  this  work, 
which  is  conft rudled  on  the  plan  of  T o u r n e - 
fort's  Inftitutlons  of  Botany,"  the  au- 
thor defcribes^  and  figures,  the  charafters  of 
106  genera among  which  are  many 
of  the  plants  ufed  in  medicine.  ^It  Is  in 
this  book  he  pays  the  tribute,  fo  often  fpe- 
cified,  not  only  to  the  manes  of  deceafed 
botanifts,  but  to  feveral  eminent  men  then 
' E 2 living: 
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living  : he  has>  in  this  way,  given  appella- 
tions to  more  than  fifty  genera^  taken  from 
the  names  of  botanifts. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  pages,  thofe  gene- 
rical  terms,  which  have  been  formed  from 
the  names  of  Englip  botanifts  of  renown, 
thus  celebrated  by  Father  Plumier,  are 
mentioned  tinder  their  refpedlive  articles : 
but  I here  colled:  them  into  one  view : 
Gerardia . Elukenetia ; 

Lobelia,  Rajania, 

Morifonia,  Sloanea,  ^ 

R'arkhifonia.  Liirnera, 

Petiveria, 

In  the  year  1704,  he  was  prevailed  on  by 
M.  Fagon,  to  undertake  a voyage  to  Peru^ 
to  difcover  and  delineate  the  Peruvian  Bark 
tree.  Nothing  but  the  greateft  zeal  for 
fcience,  could  induce  a man  at  the  age  of 
fifty-eight,  to  attempt  fo  perilous  a voyage. 
While  he  was  waiting  for  the  ftiip,  to  em- 
bark with  a new  viceroy  at  Port  St,  Mary^ 
near  Cadiz y he  was  feized  with  a pleurify, 
and  died. 

Having,  before  his  departure  from  Paris, 
prepared  for  the  prefs  his  Lraite  des  Fou-^ 
*4*  / ■ geres 
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geres  de  V Ameriqued^  it  was  printed  in  folio,  ' 
in  17055  pp.  146.  tab.  172.  The  text  in 
French  2ind  Latin,  All  the  Ferns  contained 
in  the  former  volume  enter  again  into  this  5 
and,  as  this  likewife  was  printed  at  the 
King’s  expence,  it  has  all  the  advantages  in 
the  execution,  that  accompanies  royal  mu- 
nificence.- 

We  are  informed  by  Dr.  Lister,  that 
Plumier  left  behind  him  drawings  of 
plants,  fufficient  to  make  ten  volumes,  equal 
to  the  firft  book  above  mentioned.  They 
are  faid  to  have  amounted  to  1400.  Some 
of  thefe  remained  in  the  convent  at  Parisy 
to  which  Plumier  belonged  : others  were 
in  the  King’s  library.  From  the  latter, 
Boerhaave  procured  copies  of  508  fpe- 
cies,  done  by  Aubriet,  under  the  infpec- 
tion  ofVAiLLANT.  Thefe  Were  publifhed 
in  1755 — 1760,  by  Profeflbr  Burman,  at 
A?njlerdamy  in  ten  fafciculiy  accompanied 
with  262  plates,  on  which  are  engraven 
upwards  of  400  fpecies  : and  Dr.  Bloch, 
of  Berliny  has  procured  many  of  the  fifhes 
for  his  late  fplendid  work  on  ichthyology. 

E 3 Plumier 
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Plumier  was*  the  author  of  two  differ ta- 
tlons^  one  in  the  yournal  des  Scavans”  of 
1694  } the  other  in  the  "Journal  des  Tr^- 
'Doux\'  to  prove  that  cochineal  was  an  in- 
fedt  y a fad:  doubted  by  many  at  that  time, 
and  concerning  which  his  own  teftimony 
had  been  controverted.  In  the  fame  work 
occur  fome  publications  by  Plumier,  on 
other  zoological  fubjeds. 

His  U Art  de  Tourner  was  iirft  publilhed 
at  Lyons  in  1701  ; and  a fecond  time  at 
Paris y fo  lately  as  in  1749,  in  folio,  with 
eighty  plates.  It  is  fpoken  of  as  a curious 
and  fingular  work,  containing  the  moff 
compleat  inftrudions  relating  to  that  art^ 
that  are  to  be  met  witho 
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Banlfter — communicates  plants  to  Ray — Perijhed 
in  Virginia  hy  falling  from  the  rocks — His  pa^^ 
pers/in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadions. 

Vernon  and  Kreig — collect  an  Herbarium  in  Mary- 
land. , 

Cunningham — enriched  exotic  botany^  by  fending 
plants  from  China  and  the  Eaft  Indies. ' 

Brown,  Samuel,  and  Alexander — Glen — Contem- 
porary (?/Ray — His  Herbarium. 


B A N I S T.E  K 


Banister,  is  mentioned  by  Mr. 


4/  Ray  in  very  high  terms,  as  a man  of 
talents  in  natural  hiftory.  He  firfl  made  a 
voyage  to  the  Eaji  Indies,  where  he  remain- 
ed fome  time ; but  was  afterwards  fixed  in 
Virginia.  In  that  country  he  induftrioufly 
fought  for  plants,  deferibed  them,  and  him- 
felf  drew  the  figures  of  the  rare  fpecies  : he 
was  alfo  celebrated  for  his  knowledge  of 
infedts,  and  meditated  writing  the  natural 
hiftory  of  Virginiay  for  which,  Mr.  Ray 
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obferves  that  he  was  every  way  qualified, 
He<fent  to  Ray,  in  1680,  A Catalogue 
of  Plants  obferved  by  him  in  Virginia 
which  was  publiflied  in  the  fecond  volume; 
of  Ray’s  Hiftory,  p.  1928. 

The  world  was  deprived  of  rnuch  of  the 
fruit  of  his  labours,  by  his  untimely  death. 
Banister  increafed  the  lift  of  martyrs  to 
natural  hiftory.  In  one  of  his  excurfions, 
in  purfuit  of  his  objed:,  he  fell  from  the 
rocks,  and  periftied.  His  Herharmn  came 
into  the  poffeflion  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane, 
who  thought  it  a confiderable  acquifition. 

The  following  papers,  written  by  Mr, 
Banister,  were  publiftied  in  the  Philofo^ 
fhical  Tranfadiions ; 

' A Catalogue  of  feveral  Curiofities  found 
m Virginia.  N°  198,  p.  66 j. 

Obfervations  on  the  Miifca  Lupus  of 
Mouffet,  in  Virginia.  They  relate  to 
the  balancers  or  poifers,  called  by  Lin- 
N^us  Halteres,  fixed  under  the  wings  of 
the  order  of  Diptera  among  infeds.  N'’ 
198.  p.  670. 

On  feveral  Sorts  of  Snails  obferved  in 
Yirginia.  Ib.  p.  672. 

A Defcription 
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A Defcription  of  the  Pijiolochia^  or  Ser- 
pent aria  Virginiandy  the  Snake -root  of  the 
fhops  ( Ariji  oh  chia  Serpent  aria  y Lin.)  N- 
247.  p.  467 

VERNON  AND  KREIG. 

About  the  fame  time  with  Banister^ 
as  I conjecSture,  Mr.  William  Vernon,  fel- 
low of  St.  Peter’s  College,  Cambridgey  and 
Dr.  David  Kreig,  a German  phyfician, 
led  by  their  genius  for  botany,  made  a 
voyage  to  Maryland,  They  returned,  after- 
having colle.dled  an  Herbarium  of  feveral 
hundred  new  and  undefcribed  plants.  Thcfe 
came  into  the  poffeffion  of  Sir  Hans 
Sloan E,  by  whofe  liberal  communication 
they  were  inferted  in  the  Supplement  ” 
to  'Ray’s  Hiftory.  Mr.  Vernon  is  alfo 
fpoken  of  by  Ray,  as  not  lefs  Ikilful  and 
affiduous  in  the  purfuit  of  Englijh  plants, 

* Mr,  Houston  confecrated  to  Banister  a genus 
oi Decandrous  climbing  plants,  which  Sloane,  Pluke- 
NET,  and  Plumier  had  ranked  with  t\iQ  Jeer : But  the 
diftindtion  of  Houston  flood  the  teft  of  the  Lhmeean 
rules,  and  is  preferved  in  the  fexual  fyftem. 
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and  of  all  other  branches  of  natural  know-. 
ledge.  His  difcoveries  in  the  Cryptogamia 
clafs  were  numerous,. 

Of  Dr.  Kreig,  I can  give  no  further 
account  than  that  he  was  of  Saxofiy,  I con- 
jedlure,  that  after  his  return  from  Mary^ 
landy  he  retired  into  his  native  country.^  He 
was  the  friend  and  correfpondent  of  Dale, 
who,  in  his  Pharmacologia^  introduces  his 
name  in  the  moft  refpedful  manner,  for 
notices  communicated  by  him ; and  ranks 
him  among  the  few  eminent  men  of  the  time, 
who  excelled  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Ma-^ 
term  Medica  and  Chemiftry.  Dr.  Kreig 
was  not  living  when  Dale  publifhed  the 
third  edition  of  the  above-mentioned  work, 
in  1737. 

Dr.  Kreig  communicated  to  the  Royal 
Society,  An  Account  of  Cobalt  and  the 

Preparation  of  Smalt  and  Arfenic,”  ac- 
cording to  the  procefs  ufed  at  the  mines  of 
Shneeberghy  in  Hermanduria.  It  was  printed 
in  the  Philofophical  PranfadlionSy  293. 
Vol.  xxiv.  p,  17545  with  figures  of  the 
Furnaces. 
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CUNNINGHAM. 

In  the  period  we  are  now  fpeaking  of, 
but  few  voyagers  poffeffed  any  confiderable 
knowledge  of  nature  ; or  a fpirit  of  en- 
quiry, powerful  enough  to  induce  them  to 
facrifice  their  avocations,  from  interefted 
purfuits,  to  the  ftudy  of  natural  hiftory. 
Sloane,  Banister,  and  a few  others, 
were  indeed  exceptions ; and,  in  this  Iketch, 
it  would  be  injurious  to  his  memory,  not 
to  add  the  name  of  James  Cunningham, 
to  whom  Ray,  and  particularly  Pluke- 
NET  and  Petiver,  acknowledge  important 
obligations,  for  his  copious  communica- 
tions of  new  plants. 

The  merit  of  Mr.  Cunningham  would 
jujfHy  demand  a more  complete  gratification 
of  curiofity  concerning  his  life  and  circum- 
ftances,  than  I can  fupply.  I can  only 
collefl:,  that  he  went  out  in  1698,  as  fur- 
geon  to  the  factory,  eftabliihed  by  the  Eaft 
India  Company  at  Emuy,  or  Amoy^  on  the 
poaft  • of  China  ^ and  afterwards,  made  a 
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fecond  voyage  in  the  fame  capacity,  to  the 
fubfequent  eftabiifhment  at  Kufan,  or  Chu-^^ 
Ja7iy  in  1700,  on  which  ifland  he  reiided 
fome  time. 

I conjedure  alfo,  that  he  was  afterwards 
fixed  at  Piilo  Condore^  and  was  the  perfon 
to  v/hom  we  owe  the  account  of  the  maf- 
facre  of  the  Pji'igliJJo,  by  the  Macaffarsy  at 
that  fadory,  in  1705,  as  related  in  the  Mo- 
dern Part  of  the  Univerfal  Hijlory.y  vol.  x. 
p.  154;  edit.  1759.  8°. 

Mr.  Cunningham  kept  a journal  of  the 
w^eather  in  both  his  voyages  to  China ; and 
during  his  refidence  on  the  ifle  of  Chufan^ 
he  appears  to  have  been  very  adive  in  col- 
leding  the  produdions  of  that  place.  He 
fent  over  to  Plukenet  and  Petiver  a 
very  large  number  of  new  plants,  as  is  evi- 
dent from  an  infpedion  of  their  writings. 
In  the  Amaltheum'  of  Plukenet,  his 
name  occurs  in  almoft  every  page. 

From  the  ifland  of  Afcenjiony  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham tranfmitted  to  Petiver  an  ac- 
count of  the  plants,  and  fliells,  he  obferved 
there.  He  fent  a journal  of  his  voyage^^ 

and 
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and  an  account  of  the  Ille  of  Chufanj  which 
was  printed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadlions^ 
N°  280.  vol.  xxiii.  p.  1201.  It  conveys 
many  interefting  particulars  to  the  EngliJI^ 
reader,  relating  to  the  inhabitants,  their 
fifheries>  agriculturej  and  arts.  He  corrects 
feveral  miftakes  of  Father  Martini,  and 
Le  Compte;  and  is,  I believe,  the  firfh 
Englip  writer,  who  gives  an  accurate  hif- 
tory  of  the  'Tea  Tree:  which,  although  but 
fhort,  is  authenticated  by  the  lateft  defcrip- 
tion  given  us  by  Thun  berg,  in  the  Flo- 
ra yaponicaT 

Eefides  this  account  of  Chiifan^  I find 
the  following  papers,  written  by  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham, and  printed  in  the  Philofophical 
TranfaBions. 

A Catalogue  of  Plants  and  Shells,  col- 
lefted  on  the  Ifle  of  Afcenfon,  N°  255. 
vol.  xxi.  p.  295. 

Obfervations  on  the  Weather  at  Emiiy^ 
in  China,  in  1698,  1699;  with  the  State 
of  the  Barometer.  N°  256.  vol.  xxi. 
P-  323- 

On  the  Declination  of  the  Needle,  and  a 

Thsrmometrical 
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Thermometrical  Obfervation,  near  theLIne^ 
N°  264.  vol.  xxii.  p.  577; 

A Meteorological  Regifter  of  the  Wea- 
ther, in  a Voyage  to  Chinas  in  1700  5 and 
a Regifter  of  the  Weather  at  Chufariy  in 
China.  N°  292*  p.  1639,  and  1648* 

BROWN. 

Befides  Mr.  Cunningham,  there  were 
two  ingenious  furgeons  of  the  name  of 
Brown,  refiderit  in  the  Eaji  Indiesy  contem- 
porary with  Plukenet,  and  Petiver, 
to  whom  thefe  writers  were  under  fingular 
obligations,  for  the  liberality  and  import- 
ance of  their  communications,  both  of  ve- 
getable and  animal  productions,  from  the 
FjaJl  Indies. 

Mr.  Samuel  Brown  was  furgeon  to  the 
Fort  at  St,  George,  now  called  Madras, 
His  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Petiver, 
and  his  collections,  have  been  noticed  be- 
fore. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Alexander  Brown  oc- 
curs in  many  parts  of  Peukenet’s  works. 

He 
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He  difcovered  feveral  new  plants,  both  in 
the  Eajl  Indies ^ and  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope 

GLEN, 

Among  the  contemporaries  of  Mr.  Ray, 
I am  led,  from  private  information,  to  men- 
tion Andrew  Glen,  M.  A.  a divine,  who, 
although  his  name  does  not  occur  in  the 
writings  of  his  time,  was  the  friend  and  ac- 
quaintance of  that  eminent  man  ^ having 
probably  acquired  a tafte  for  fimilar  purfuits, 
from  a frequent  intercourfe  with  him,  at 
the  feat  of  his  illuftrious  friend,  Mr.  Wil- 
LUGHBY,  near  Nottingham.  I have  feen 
an  Herbarium,  collected  by  Mr.  Glen, 
which  bears  date  in  1685,  containing  up- 
wards of  feven  hundred  indigenous,  , and ' 
two  hundred  exotic  plants.  Some  of  thefe 

Dr.  Plukenet  denominated  a new  genus  African 
plants  belonging  to  the  Pentandrous  clafs,  Eriocephalos  Bru- 
nlades,  in  honour  of  Alexander  Brown.  Linnaeus  has 
perpetuated  the  genus  j but,  agreeably  to  his  rules,  which 
do  not  admit  of  fuch  terminations,  has  changed  the  term 
to  Brunia,  of  which  fome  fpecies  are  known:  in  the  Eng* 
lijh  gardens. 


were 
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were  colledled  in  the  tour  on  the  continenfj 
He  afterwards  travelled  into  Sweden  and 
Italy ’y  and  refided  fome  time  at  Turin y where 
he  began  another  colledlion,  which  is  dated 
16925  but  contained  not  more  than  twd 
hundred  Ipecimens.  This  Herbarium y all 
circumftances  confidered,  was  not  mean 
for  the  time  in  which  it  was  made.  Mr. 
Glen  was  afterwards  red:or  of  Hatherhey 
in  LeiceJierJJjirey  where  he  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age. 


\ 
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Sloane — Memoirs  of — Born  in  Ireland — His  flrong 
bias  to  natural  hijiory  in  his  youth — ’Travels 
with  Dr.  Tancred  Robinlbri — Favourite  with 
Sydenham — Attends  the  Duke  <?/*  Albemarle  to 
Jamaica — Succejsful  in  his  fur/uit  of  ohjebls  in. 
natural  hiftory — Secretary  to  the  Royal  Society — 
Zealous  ‘promoter  of  the  d.^penfary—(^2Lt2i\ogu% 
Plantarum  Jamaicse — ^SloaneV  liberal  commu^ 
nication  to  Ray — Greatly  augments  his  MuJevM 
by  the  acceffion  of  Courten  V. 

SLOANE, 

At  the  fame  period  of  time,  lived 
Ray,  Morison,  Plukenet,  Pe- 
TivER,  Sloane,  and  Sherard,  under 
whofe  countenance,  and  culture,  the  know- 
ledge of  nature  received  the  moft  rapid  and 
fubftantial  improvement,  which  it  had  ever 
experienced.  In  this  period,  lyftem  had 
been  revived  and  improved  by  Morison, 
Ray,  Herman,  Tournefort,  and  Ri- 
TiNUs.  In  this  period  alfo,  Rhede,  Rum- 
PHius,  PLUMiER,-and  Sloane,  publifhed 
VoL.  il.”  ' F ' ‘ thofe 


66 


C H A P T E R 32. 

thofe  great  works  in  exotic  botany,  which 
have  immortalized  their  names.  This  pe- 
riod was  the  clofe  of  the  laft  century; 
which,  as  it  has  been  called  by  the  elegant 
and  learned  author  of  the  ‘^Eflay  on  the  Ge- 
nius  and  Writings  of  Pope,’'  the  Gol- 
den  Age  of  Learning  in  Eng/and fo  has 
Linnaeus  named  it,  in  his  Allegorical  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  this  Sci- 
ence, The  Golden  Age  of  Botany;” 
and  Sloane  was  one  of  its  brightefl  orna- 
ments. 

Of  the  life  of  this  great  patron  of  natural 
fcience,  it  would  be  fuperfluous  in  me  to 
attempt  a detailed  account ; fince  this  tri- 
bute has  been  paid  to  his  memory  in  the 
Eloge  of  the  French  Academy,”  in  the 
BiographiaBritanjiica,**  the  Biographical 
Diftionary,”  and  other  colleftions  of  that 
kind,  in  daily  ufe.  Hence,  I fhall,  from 
' $hefe  publications,  extrafl:  only  the  outlines 
of  his  life,  as  they  are  conneded  with,  and 
tend  to  elucidate,  his  general  character.  His 
acquirements  in  natural  hiftory,  and  his  bo- 
'tanical  publications. 

Sir  Hans  Sloane  was  defeended  from, 
• ‘ ‘ * parents, 
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parents,  originally  of  ScottiJIo  extradlion,  and 
was  born  at  Killileaghy  in  the  county  of 
Dowriy  in  Ireland^  April  16,  1660.  His 
younger  years  were  marked  by  a ftrong  at- 
tachment to  the  works  of  nature.  At  fix- 
teen,  his  ftudies  were  interrupted  by  ill 
health,  in  confequence  of  a fpitting  of  blood, 
which  confined  him  for  three  years.  On 
his  amendment,  he  ftudied  the  preliminary 
branches  of  phyfic  in  London^  for  four 
years ; chemiftry,  under  a pupil  of  the  great 
Stahl;  his  favourite  fcience,  at  Chelfea 
' Garden,  then  but  juft  eftablifhed  ; and, 
young  as  he  w^as,  contracfted  during  that 
time,  an  acquaintance  with  Boyle  and 
Ray.  Mr.  Sloane  afterwards,  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  Tancred  Robinson,  and 
another  ftudent,  vifited  France  for  improve-r- 
ment.  At  Parisy  he  attended  Tourne- 
FORT  and  Du  Verne Y;  and  is  fuppofed  to 
have  taken  his  degrees  in  medicine  at  Mont'- 
'felier-y  Tome  fay,  at  Orange,  He  returned 
to  London  at'  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1 684, 
and  became  the  favourite  of  Dr.  Syden- 
ham, who  took  him  into  his  houfe,  and  zea- 
• lonily  promoted  his  intereft.  In  November 

F 2 1684, 
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1684,  he  v/as  eledted  a fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society and,  in  April  1687,  entered  into 
the  college  of  phyficians.  Thefe  early  ad- 
vancements in  the  profeffional  line,  are  the 
ftrongeft  prefumptions  in  favour  of  his  fu- 
perior  knowledge,  and  promifing  abilities. 
Yet  thefe  flattering  profpedls  he  relin- 
quiflied,  to  gratify  his  ardour  for  natural 
knowledge. 

On  the  1 2th  of  September  1687,  and  in 
the  28  th  year  of  his  age,  he  embarked  for 
yamaicay  as  phyfician  to  the  Duke  of  Albe  - 
mark  ; and  touched  at  Madeircy  BarbadoeSy. 
Nevisy  and  St.  Kitfs.  The  Duke  dying  on 
the  19th  of  December,  foon  after  their  ar- 
rival at  yamalcdy  Dr.  Sloane’s  flay  on  the 
ifland  did  not  exceed  fifteen  months*  Dur- 
ing this  timej  however,  fuch  was  his  appli- 
cation, that,  in  the  language  of  his  French 
culogifl:,  had  he  not  converted,  as  it  were, 
his  minutes  into  hours>  he  could  not  have 
made  thofe  numerous  acquifitions,  which 
contributed  fo  largely  to  extend  the  know-. 
ledge  of  nature ; while  they  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  his  own  future  fame  and  fortune. 

Here  I am  led  to  obferve,  that  feveral 

circumllances. 
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circumftances  concurred  refpefting  the  voy- 
age of  Dr.  Sloan E to  Jamaicay  w^hich 
rendered  it  peculiarly  fuccefsful  to  natural 
hiftory.  He  was  the  firfl:  man  of  learning, 
whom  the  love  of  fcience  alone  had  led  from 
'England y to  that  diftant  part  of  the  globe ; 
and,  confequently,  the  field  was  wholly  open 
to  him.  He  was  already  well  acquainted 
with  the  difcoveries  of  the  age.  He  had  an 
enthufiafm  for  his  objed:,  and  was  at  an  age, 
when  both  adivity  of  body,  and  vivacity 
of  mind,  concur  to  vanquilh  difficulties. 
Under  this  happy  coincidence  of  circum- 
ftances, it  is  not  ftrange  that  Dr.  Sloane 
returned  home  with  a rich  harveft.  In  fad, 
befides  a proportional  number  of  fubjeds 
from  the  animal  kingdom,  he  brought  from 
Jamaicay  and  the  other  iflands  they  touched' 
at,  not  fewer  than  800  different  fpecies  of 


A number,  very  far  beyond  what 


had  been  imported,  by  any  individual  into 
E^igland  before. 

Dr.  Sloane  returned  from  his  voyage 
on  the  29th  of  May  1689;  and,  fixing  in 
Londony  foon  became  eminent.  He  was 
chofen  phyficlan  to  Chriffs  Holpital,  in 
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1694.  In  the  preceding  year,  he  had  been, 
eledled  fecretary  to  the  Royal  Society y and 
had  revived  the,  publication  of  the  Philofo-^ 
phical  PranJaElions y which  had  been  inter- 
rupted from  the  year  1687.  This  office  he 
held  till  \j\%y  and  was  then  fucceeded  by 
Dr.'  Halley, 

In  1695,  Dr.  Sloane  married 
daughter  of  Alderman  Langley y of  London. 
She  died  iir  1724.  She  brought  him,  be- 
fides  a fon,  and  daughter,  who  died  young, 
two  other  daughters,  who  furvived,  and 
were  advantageoufly  married  ; the  eldeft  to 
George  Stanley y Efq;  of  the  county  of  Ha7tfsi 
and  the  younger  to  Lord  Cadogan. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  hq  became 
an  aftive  member  of  the  college,  in  pro- 
moting the  plan  of  a difpenfary  for  the 
poorj  which  was  at  length  carried  into 
effedt.  The  feuds  excited  on  this  occafiori 
gave  rife  to  the  celebrated  fatire  from  Dr. 
Garth. 

It  was  not  till  the  year  1696  that  Dr. 
Sloane  publiffied  the  Prodromus  to  his 
Hiftory  of  "Jamaica  Plants,  under  the  title, 
of  Catalogus  Plantarum  qvje 

Insula 
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Insux A Jamaica  sponte  proveniunt, 
vel  vulgo  coluntur^y  cum  earundem  Synonymis 
ct  Locis  natalibus ; adjeBis  aliis  quibufdam 
qua  in  Infulis  Madera^  Barbados y Nieves^  et 
SanBi  Chrijlophori  nafcuntur  : feu  Prodromi 
Hijiorice  Naturalis  Jamaica  Pars  PrimaP 
S'".  1696.  pp.  232.  Prater  Indie em  valde 
copiofum  Nominum  et  Synonymorum, 

This  volume,  intrinlically  valuable  as  it 
is,  may  yet  be  confidered  as  only  the  no- 
menclature, or  fyftematic  index  to  his  fub- 
fequent  work.,  The  arrangement  of  the 
fubjedl  (and  which  was  ftriftly  followed  in 
TheHiftory,’*)  is  nearly  that  of  Mr.  Ray; 
vegetables  being  thrown  into  twenty-five 
large  natural  clafles,  or  families.  Among 
botanifts  of  that  time,  generical  charadlers 
had  not  attained  any  remarkable  precifion  ; 
and  Sloane,  like  Plukenet,  was  little 
farther  anxious,  than  to  refer  his  new  plants 
to  fome  genus  already  eftabliflied,  without 
a minute  attention  to  the  parts  of  fruftifi- 
cation,  farther  than  as  they  formed  part  of 
the  character  drawn  from  habit:  vet  with 
this  defeft,  the  figures  and  deferiptions  of. 
SxoANE  proved  fufficiently  accurate  to  en- 

F 4 able 
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able  his  fucceffors  to  refer  almofl:  all  his 
fpecies,  to  the  appropriate  places  in  the  fyf- 
tem  of  the  prefent  day. 

By  this  negledt  of  conftrufting  genera^ 
Sloane  neverthelefs  threw  into  the  hands 
of  Plumier  the  grateful  opportunity  which 
he  embraced,  of  naming  the  plants  of  his 
inveftigations  after  celebrated  botanifts.  In 
juftice,  however,  to  Plumier,  it  has  been 
before  obferved,  that  he  was  not  parfimo- 
nious  in  tiie  diftribution  of  thefe  favours,  to 
the  merit  of  Englijhmen. 

It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  among 
thefe  claffes,  there  are  only  two  plants  be- 
longing to  the  Umbelliferous  tribe,  and  but 
one  genus  of  the  Jfperifolicey  namely,  the 
Heliotropium.  The  ferns,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  very  numerous  all  over  the  Weji 
India  iilands.  Sloane  has  above  one  hun- 
'drcd  fpecies ; and  Plumier,  a few  years 
afterwards,  detected  many  more. 

In  this  volume,  however  fmall  in  bulk,  - 
yet  vaft  in  labour,  there  is  a circumftance 
much  to  the  credit  of  Sloane,  which  muft 
be  obvious  to  every  intelligent  naturalift.  It 
is  the  care  which  the  author  has  taken  to 
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confult  every  poffible  refource,  in  order  to 
difcriminate  his  plants,  and  avoid  an  unne- 
ceflary  multiplication  of  fpecies,  by  defcrib- 
ing  that  as  new,  which  was  before  known. 
So  numerous  a fet  of  fynonyms  had  never 
been  inferted  in  any  local  catalogue  j and 
Sloane  greatly  enhanced  its  value,  by  a, 
moft  commendable  addition  ; haying,  with 
incredible  labour,  referred  to  every  traveller 
of  note  for  all  the  vegetables  renowned  for 
utility  in  medicine,  arts,  or  oeconomy.  In 
this  inftance,^  it  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  fo  praife-worthy  an  example  has  not 
been  more  frequently  imitated  by  fucceed- 
ing  botanifts. 

Before  I difmifs  this  volume,  I mull: 
mention  an  inftance  of  the  liberality  of  its 
author,  in  allowing  Mr.  Ray  the  free  ufe 
of  his  manuferipts  of  the  Jamaica  plants, 
on  the  publication  of  the  third  volume  of 
his  Hiftory,*’  in  1704.  Accordingly,  we 
find  all  Sloan e’s  new  plants,  with  the  de- 
feriptions  at  large,  inferted  in  that  work. 
He  alfo  communicated  a lift  of  Englifi 
plants,  which  he  had  obferved  fpontaneoufly 
growing  iii  Jamaica.  This  was  printed  in 

the 
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the  fecond  edition  of  the  Synopjisy  and  con-». 
tinued  by  Dillenius  in  the  third. 

Dr.  Sloan E began  early  to  form  a mu~ 
jSeum,  and  it  was,  by  the  colleftions  made 
in  his  voyage,  become  confiderable ; but  the 
^ra  of  its  celebrity  was  not  till  1702,  when 
it  received  the  augmentation  of  Mr.  Cour- 
ten's  valuable  ftores:  United  by  fimilar 
tafte,.  Di%  Sloane  had  formed,  with  this, 
gentleman,,  an  early  and  ftrid;  friendfliip ; 
and  a perpetual  interchange  of  communi- 
cations, and  good  offices,  had  fubfifted  be- 
tween them ; of  which  SivHans  himfelf  bears 
public  teftimony  in  his  writings.  It  is  not 
poffible,.  at  this  time,  to  afcertain  the  ex- 
tent of  Mr.  Courten’s  colledtion  ; but  it 
is  fufficiently  certain  that  it  was  very  ample : 
the  acquifition  of  it  added  new  ardour  and 
diligence  to  our  naturalift,  in  the  augment- 
ation of  it. ' He  has  himfelf  exhibited  a ge- 
neral ^ftatement  of  the  contents  of  his  mu- 
feum,  twenty-two  years  after  its  enlarge- 
ment by  the  above'-mentioned  colleftion. 
By  this  it  appears,  that  the  fubje^ls  of  na- 
tural hiflory  alone,  exclufive  of  two  hundred 
volumes  of  preferved  plants,  amounted  to 

more 
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more  than  26,200  articles.  They  were  af- 
terwards augmented  to  upwards  of  30,600; 
as  may  be  feen  by  ^ ■ A General  View  of  the 
Contents,’’  publifhed  a year  before  his  death. 
■ — And  here  I cannot  but  obferve,  that  the 
curious  are  under  Angular  obligation  to  the 
author  of  the  article  Cour  ten,  in  the  fourth 
volume  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Biogra^ 
phia  Britannica,  who  has,  with  great  labour, 
brought  to  light  fo  many  interefting  me- 
moirs relating  to  Mr.  Cour  ten,  and  his 
family.  His  truly  laborious  refearches  have 
done  equal  juflice  to  that  gentleman,  and  to 
Sir  Hans  Sloan e,  by  refeuing  the  hiftory 
of  their  connexion  from  great  mifreprefent- 
ation.  Hence  we  learn,  that  Dr.  Sloane, 
as  executor  to  his  frieiid,  fo  far  from  ac- 
quiring the  acceffion  of  Mr.  Courten’s 
mufeuin  at  a dear  ratCy  as  had  been  repre- 
fented  in  the  preceding  edition,  obtained  it 
at  a price  greatly  under  its  original,  and  real 
value. 
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CHAP.  33. 

ContinuMon  of  Sloane — Puhlijhes  his  voyage  to 
‘ Jamaica — His  difcoveries  excite  emulation—^ 
Correfponds  with  Ray — Elected  member  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Paris  — Chofen  phyfician  to 
^een  Knn:r-Creaied  a baronet — Phyfician  ge- 
neral to  the  army — Prefdent  of  the  College  of 
Phyficians — and  prefdent  of  the  Royal  Society — 
Retires  to  Chelfea  in  1741 — His  death  and 
tharabler — Lif  of  his  numerous  memoirs  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadtions. 

sloane: 

IN  the  year  1701,  Dr.  SLOAf^E  was  in- 
corporated dodor  of  phylic  at  Oxford ; 
"and  v/as  aflbeiated  member  of  feveral  aca- 
demies on  the  continent.  In  1707,  he 
publifhed  the  firft  volume  of  his  hiftory, 

' under  the  following  title : 

“ A Voyage  to  the  Iflands  Madeira, 
BarbadoeSy  Nevis,  St,  Chriftophe?^' s,  and 
Jamaica ; with  the  Natural  Hiftory  of 
the  Herbs  and  Trees,  four-footed  Beafts, 
Fiflies,  Birds,  Infedts,  Reptiles,  &c.  To 

which 
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which  is  prefixed  an  Intrpdudion,  where- 
in  is  an  Account  of  the  Inhabitants,  Air, 
Waters,  Difeafes,  Trade,  &c.  of  that 
Place ; with  forne  Relations  concerning 
**  the  neighbouring  Continent  and  Iflands 
of  America/’  Vol.  i.  1707,  fpL  pp* 
254.  tab.  156. 

This  volume  is  dedicated  to  the  queen. 
The  introduftion  contains  154  pages,  and 
is  replete  with  matter  of  an  interefting  na.- 
ture,  and  evidently  difplays  the  great  pains 
the  author  took  to  colledl:  materials  for  this 
work.  It  comprehends  a general  account 
of  the  difeovery  of  the  JVeJi  Indies^  and  of 
the  ifland  of  Jamaica  in  particular : the  geo- 
graphy, the  clirnate,  and  foil  • food,  man- 
ners, and  economy  of  the  various  inhabi- 
tants : defeription  of  a tour  the  author  made 
to  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  efpeci- 
ally  to  the  ruins  of  Sevilla^  with  an  account 
of  the  church  built  by  Peter  Martyr : a lift 
of  more  than  fifty  European  vegetables, 
principally  of  the  culinary  tribe,  cultivated 
in  the  gardens  of  Jamaica.  He  concludes 
with  an  hiftory  of  the  difeafes,  and  the  de- 
tail of  many  cafes  which  came  under  his 
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own  obfervatlon.  Then  follows  the  jour- 
nal of  the  voyage  ; with  ample  defcriptions 
of  the  marine  animals  obferved  in  the  courle 
of  it : the  plants  obferved  at  Madeira^  feve- 
ral  of  which  are  figured  in  the  work  itfelf ; 
obfervations  of  the  like  kind  made  at  Bar-^ 
badoes.  The  remainder  of  the  volume  con*- 
tains  a methodical  arrangement,  and  de- 
fcription,  of  all  the  fubmarine,  and  herba- 
ceous plants,  natives  of  the  ifland ; amount^ 
ing  to  550  and  upwards.  Very  few  fyno- 
nyms  are  here  introduced ; but  references, 
in  general,  made  to  the  copious  colledlion 
of  them  in  his  Catalogue/’  To  each 
plant  the  author  has  fubjoined,  from  medi- 
cal authors,  and  from  travellers,  the  moft 
ample  account  of  their  feveral  ufes. 

The  fecond  volume  was  not  publifiied  till 
the  year  1725,  and  was  dedicated  to  the 
king.  The  reafons  of  this  delay  are  afligned 
in  the  introduftion,  and  were,  principally, 
the  care,  the  arrangement,  and  defcription 
of  his  mufeum.  The  acceflion  of  Mr. 
Courten’s  collection  has  been  remarked 
above;  and  that  of  Petiver,  in  1718, 
gave  Sir  Hans  much  employment.  Peti- 
ver 
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VER  had  amafTed  a greater  quantity  of  the 
productions  of  nature,  than  any  man  be- 
fore him : but  he  had  not  preferred  them 
with  a care  equal  to  the  zeal  with  which  he 
acquired  them ; and  it  demanded  extraordi- 
nary diligence  to  recover  them  from  the  in- 
jury they  had  firftained.  It  is  in  the  intro- 
duftion  to  this  volume  that  Siv  Hans  gives 
a general  inventory  of  his  Library,  and  Mu- 
feum,  as  it  flood  in  the  year  1725,  which 
has  been  noticed  before ; and;  by  the  com-r 
parifon  of  which  with  later  eftimates,  it  ap- 
pears how  greatly  he  increafed  it  after  that 
time. 

This  fecond  volume  comprehends  five 
hundred  pages,  and  completes  the  vegetable 
part,  and  the  animal  kingdom.  The  new 
plants  are  nearly  all  figured.  The  plates 
are  continued  to  the  number  of  274.  The 
laft  forty  belong  to  the  animals,  of  whicK 
fome  of  all  the  claffes,  the  Mammalia  ex- 
cepted, are  here  exhibited. 

To  the  curious  botanift,  it  will  be  ob- 
fervable,  that  out  of  8co  vegetables,  de- 
feribed  in  thefe  volumes,  above  100  are 
Ferns ; and  that  of  the  others,  more  thaji 
250  fpecies  are  of  the  aj''borefcent  kind, 
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Subfequent  voyagers  have  eftablifhcd  it  as  a 
fad:,  that  in  the  warmer  and  intertropical^ 
regions,  this  latter  clafs  conftitutes,  in  a 
general  way,  the  third  part  of  the  vegetable 
produdions  of  nature.  Abundantly  the  re- 
verfe  of  this  takes  place  in  temperate  and 
cold  climates. 

In  thefe  volumes  Sir  Hans  has  introduced 
' all  his  quotations  at  length  from  the  books 
of  travels  mentioned  in  the  Catalogue,’' 
to  illuftrate  the  various  ufes  of  each  vege- 
table. They  exhibit  a proof  of  the  author’s 
indullry,  which,  I conceive,  it  is  difficult  to 
parallel  in  any  other  work.  The  tables, 
which  were  principally  engraved  by  Vander 
Guchty  although  on  a large  fcale,  yet  hav- 
ing the  difadvantage  of  being  done  from 
dried  fpecimens,  want  thofe  natural  atti- 
tudes which  grace  more  modern  perform- 
ances. In  this  volume.  Sir  Hans  takes  va- 
rious occafions  to  defend  himfelf  from  the 
flrldures  of  Plukenet;  and,  in  his  turn, 
criticifes  that  author,  though  in  a language 
much  lefs  cenfurable  than  that  of  the  Man^ 

pJf^* 

The  voyage  of  Dr.  Sloan e was  prpducr 
tive  of  much  fubfequent  benefit  to  fcience, 
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by  exciting  an  emulation,  both  In  Britain 
and  on  the  continent.  Sir  Arthur  Raw- 
DON,  upon  viewing  his  fplendid  colledtion, 
fent  y antes  Harlow,  a Ikilful  gardener, 
to  Jamaicay  who  returned  with  a fliip  al- 
moft  laden  with  plants,  in  a vegetating 
Rate;  and  with  a great  number  of  dried  fpe- 
cimens.  Of  the  latter,  Sloan e had  all 
fuch  as  were  new,  before  he  publiihed  his 
lirft  volume.  Many  of  the  living  plants 
fucceeded  in  the  garden  of  Sir  Arthur y at 
MoyrUy  in  Ireland ; and  many  were  diftri- 
buted  into  the  garden  of  the  Bifhop  of  Lon^ 
dony  2X  Fulham -y  Dr.  Uvedale's,  at  E«- 
jield  y the  Chelfea  Garden ; and  efpecially 
into  that  of  her  Grace  the  Duchefs  of  Be  a u- 
FORT,  at  Badminton y in  Gloucejlerfiire : 
the  botanic  gardens  of  Amjierdamy  LeydeUy 
Leipjicy  and  Upfaly  fhared  thefe  rarities. 
Tournefort  fent  Dr.  Gundelschei- 
mer,  his  aflbciate  in  his  oriental  journey, 
into  Englandy  to  view  Sloane^s  plants  ^ 
and  this  gave  occafion  to  Plumier's  ex- 
pedition into  the  Caribbee  Iflands. 

Dr.  Sloane  entered  very  early  into  cor- 
refpondence  with  Mr.  Ray.  His  firft  let- 
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ter  bears  date  in  1684 ; and  Derham’s  col- 
leffion  contains  thirteen.  Moll  of  them  have 
reference  to  botanical  fubjedts,  while  they 
evidence  the  mutual  friendfinp  of  the  wri- 
ters ; a cirumilance  indeed  very  pathetically 
exprefied  by  Mr.  Ray,  in  the  lall  letter  he 
ever  wrote ; which  was  but  a few  days  be- 
fore his  death,  being  dated  Jan.  7,  1704. 

In  1708,  he  was  eledled  a foreign  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Pa^ 
ris ; a diftindtion  of  the  highell  ellimation 
ill  fcience  y and  the  greater  at  that  time,  as 
the  French  nation  was  at  war  with  Fng^ 
land^  and  the  queen's  confent  was  necelTary 
to  the  acceptance  of  it.  ‘ He  was  frequently 
confulted  by  Queen  Ann^  who,  in  her  laft 
illnefs,  w^as  blooded  by  him.  On  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  George  1.  he  was  created  a baro- 
net ; being  the  firll  Englifh  phylician  on 
whom  an  hereditary  title  of  honour  had 
been  conferred.  He  was  appointed  Phyfi- 
cian  General  to  the  Army,  which  office  he 
enjoyed  till  1727,  when  he  was  made  Phy- 
fician  to  King  George  II.  He  gained  the 
confidence  of  Queen  Caroline^  and  pre- 
scribed for  the  royal  family  till  his  death. 
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In  1719,  Sir  Hans  was  elefted  Prefident 
of  the  College  of  Phylicians,  which  ftatioii 
he  held  fixteen  years,  and  during  that  time 
he  gave  fignal  proofs  of  his  zeal  for  the  in- 
terefts  of  that  body. 

On  purchafing  the  manor  of  Chelfea^  he 
gave  the  fee  fimple  of  the  Botanical  Garden 
to  the  Company  of  Apothecaries,  on  condi  - 
tions, which  will  more  properly  be  fpeci- 
lied  in  a fubfequent  part  of  this  work. 

On  the  death  of  Sir  ^ac  Newton,  in 
1727,  Sirii^^/^rSLOANE  was  advanced  to  the 
prefidency  of  the  Royal  Society,  of  London^ 
the  intereft  of  which  no  man  had  ever  more 
uniformly  promoted.  He  made  the  Society 
a prefent  of  1 00  guineas,  and  a buft  of  the 
founder.  King  Charles  II.  Thus,  in  the 
zenith  of  profperity,"he  prelided,  at  the  fame 
time,  over  the  two  mod  illuftrious  fcientific 
bodies'  in  the  kingdom  : and,  while  he  dif- 
charged  the  refpedtive  duties  of  each  ftation, 
with  credit  and  honour,  he  alfo  enjoyed  the 
mod  extennve  and  dignified  employment  as  « 
a phyfician.  He  occupied  thefe  important 
ftations  from  the  year  1719  to  1733,  when 
he  refigned  the  prefidency  of  the  College 
of  Phyficians ; and,  in  1740,  at  the  age  of 
G 2 fourfcore^ 
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foiirfcore,  that  of  the  Royal  Society ; having 
formed  the  refolution  of  vv^ithdrawing  from 
the  buftle  of  life  into  retirement  at  Chelfea, 
In  1741,  he  removed  his  Library^  and 
Mufeum  ; and,  on  the  12th  of  May,  fixed 
at  his  new  manfion,  where,  occafionally  vi- 
fited  by  his  friends,  and  by  all  men  of  dif- 
tinftion  from  abroad,  he  pafied  in  ferenity, 
and  in  the  conftant  exercife  of  benevolence, 
the  laft  twelve  years  of  his  life,  which  ter- 
minated Jan.  II,  1752,  O.S. 

Sir  Hans  was  tall,  and  well 

made  in  his  perfon  3 eafy,  polite,  and  en- 
gaging-  in  his  manners ; fprightly  in  his 
converfation  ^ and  obliging  to  all.  To  fo- 
reigners he  was  extremely  courteous,  and 
ready  to  fhew  and  explain  his  curiofities  to 
all  who  gave  him  timely  notice  of  their 
vifit.  He  kept  an  open  table  once  a week 
for  his  learned  friends,  particularly  thofe  of 
the  Royal  Society.  Iii  the  aggregation  of 
his  vaft  colledion  of  books,  he  is  faid  to 
have  fent  his  duplicates,  either  to  the  Royal 
College  of  Phyficians,  or  to  the  Bodleian 
Library. 

He  was  governor  of  almofl:  every  hofpi- 
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tal  in  London  ^ and  to  each,  after  having 
given  an  hundred  pounds  in  his  life-time, 
he  left  a more  conliderable  legacy  at  his 
death.  He  was  ever  a benefador  to  the 
poor,  who  felt  the  confequences  of  his  death 
feverely.  He  was  zealous  in  promoting 
the  eftablilhment  of  the  colony  of  Georgia, 
in  1732  ; and  formed,  himfelf,  the  plan  for 
bringing  up  the  children  in  the  Foundling 
Hofpital,  in  1739. 

In  the  exercife  of  his  fundlion  as  a phy- 
fician,  he  is  faid  to  have  been  remarkable 
for  the  certainty  of  his  prognoftics ; and  the 
hand  of  the  anatomift  verified,  in  a fignal 
manner,  the  truth  of  his  predictions,  relat- 
ing to  the  feat  of  difeafes.  By  his  practice, 
he  not  only  confirmed  the  efficacy  of  the 
Peruvian  Bark  in  intermittents,  but  extend- 
ed its  life  in  fevers  of  other  denominations, 
in  nervous  diforders,  and  in  gangrenes  and 
hemorrhages.  The  fanClion  he  gave  to  in- 
oculation, by  performing  that  operation  on 
fome  of  the  royal  family,  encouraged,  and 
much  accelerated  its  progrefs  throughout 
the  kingdom.  His  ointment  for  the  Leu^ 
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coma  has  not  yet  loft  its  credit  with  many 
reputable  names  in  phyfic. 

PoiTefled  of  affluence,  entirely  the  reward 
of  his  own  merit.  Sir  Hans  Sloane  en- 
joyed, through  a long  life,  every  fatisfadrion 
that  fcience  could  beftow ; and,  in  the  jBr/- 
tifl)  Mufeumy  has  not  only  ereded  the  no- 
bleft  monument  to  his  own  fame,  but  a 
temple  alfo  to  the  culture  of  learning  and 
of  fcience,  which  will  tranfmit  his  dona- 
tion to  future  ages,  as  a fignal  inftance  of 
the  munificence  of  a private  individual. 

That  the  lift  of  Sir  Hans  Sloan e’s  wri- 
tings may  be  complete,  I fliall,  in  confor- 
mity with  my  general  plan  in  other  in- 
ftances,  recite  thofe  papers  which  were 
printed  in  the  Philofophical  PranfaEtions^ 
Many  of  thefe  convey  fuch  interefting  lite- 
rary information,  and  abound  with  fuch 
fads  and  obfervations,  as  will  long  give 
them  a value,,  with  all  who  remember  the 
eminent  abilities  and  fervices  of  the  author, 
and  have  a relifti  for  the  like  refearches. 

The  firft  of  Dr.^  S.lpane’s  papers  in  the 
philofophical  PranfaElionSy,  is,  a Defcriptioa 
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of  the  Jamatca  Pepper  Tree  (Myrtus  Pi^ 
mentalAn.)  with  an  account  of  curing  the 
Berries;  and  of  the  Oil  diftilledfrom  them, 
commonly  fold  for  Carpobalfamum.  N”  192, 
Vol.  xvii.  p.  462 ; accompanied  with  a 
figure. 

A Defcription  of  the  Wild  Cinnamon 
Tree,  falfely  called  Cortex  JVinteramis  (Win^ 
terania  Canella  Lin.)  very  early  celebrated, 
by  the  firft  writers  on  the  Weft  Indies,  as  a 
medicine  for  the  Scurvy.  N®  1 92.  VoL  xvii. 
p.  465. 

A Defcription  of  the  Silver  Pine  f Protea 
Argentea  Lin.) ; and  of  another  Coniferous 
Tree  ; both  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
N**  198.  Vol.  xvii.  p.  664. 

Proofs  of  the  Poifonous  Efieds  of  Dog's 
Mercury  (Mercurialis  Cynocrambcy  Lin.) 
N"  203.  Vol.  xvii.  p.  876. 

An  Account  of  the  true  Cortex  Wintera^ 
nus  fDrimys  Winteri  Lin.  Sup.  p.  269.) 
from  the  Straights  of  Magellan.  Dr. 
Slqane  obferves,  that  the  fenfible  quali- 
ties of  this  bark  are  fo  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
the  Canelldy  that  he  judges  they  may  fafely 
G 4 be 
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be  confidered  as  fiiccedajiea  to  each  other* 
N"*  204.  Vol.  xvii.  p.  922  ; with  a figure 
of  a fmall  branch. 

An  Account  of  the  Coffee  Shrub,  from 
the  firft  fpecimen  brought  over  from 
bia  Fcelix  by  Mr.  Clive  ; with  a figure,  and: 
an  account  of  the  culture  of  the  fhrub. 
N*"  208.  Vol.  xviii.  p.  65. 

An  Account  of  the  Bird  called  the  Con---. 
dor  of  PerUy  from  the  relation  of  Captain 
Strong^  who  had  met  with  one  on  the  coafi: 
of  Chili,  which  meafured  1 6 feet  from  tip 
to  tip  of  the  wings.  This  is  one  of  the 
earlieft  accounts  of  this  bird,  after  that  of 
De  Laet ; concerning  the  ftrength  and  rapa-^ 
city  of  which,  voyagers  have  related  incre- 
dible ftories.  Linn us  names  it  Vultur 
Gryphuu  N“  208.  Vol.  xviii.  p.  61. 

An  Account  of  an  Earthquake  which 
happened  during  Dr.  Sloan e’s  flay  on  the 
Ifland  of  yamaica,  Feb.  19,  1687-8.  With 
a Note  concerning  the  great  Earthquake  of 
June  7,  1692,  which  deflroyed  Port  RoyaL 
N”  209.  Vol.  xviii.  p.  80,  81. 

Remarks  on  a vulgar  Opinion  that  the 
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fwallowing  of  Stones  affifts  DIgeftlon ; oc- 
cafioned  by  the  cafe  of  a man  who  had 
fwallowed  200  pebbles.  N®  253.  Voh 
XIX.  p.  192. 

Obfervations  on  four  Kinds  of  American 
Fruits,  thrown  on  the  Ihores  of  the  North- 
weft  parts  of  Scotland.  Three  of  thefe  were 
known  by  the  author  to  be  natives  of  ya- 
maica. — i.  The  Cocoons,  or  the  Pods  of 
the  Phafeolus  Maximus^  &c.  Hiji.  Jam.  i. 
p.  178.  ( Mimofa  Scande^s  Lin.) — 2.  The 
Horfe  Eye  Bean  ; Phafeolus  Braflienjis^  &c^ 
Hift.  Jam.  i.  p.  178.  fDolichos  Pruriens 
Lin.) — 3.  The  Afh-coloured  Nickar  Tree ; 
Lobus  EchinatuSy  See.  Hift.  Jam.  ii,  p.  40. 
fGuildndina  Bouduc  Lin.) — 4.  TheFru^us 
Orbicularis  fulcis  nervifiue  diflin6lusy  C.  B. 
fin.  405.  b.  iv.  N°  222.  Vol.  xix,  p.  298. 
Thefe,  and  feveral  other  kinds,  which  are 
alfo  found  plentifully  on  the  coaft  of  Nor-- 
wajy  are  thought  by  Sloan e to  have  been 
brought  by  currents,  through  the  Gulfh  of 
Floriday  into  the  North  American  ocean. 
The  appearance  of  thefe  fruits  on  the  Nor- 
thern Ihores  of  EurofCy  had  been  alledged 
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hy  fome  as  proofs  of  the  exiftence  of  a 
Ncrth-eaft  paflage. 

An  Account  of  the  Foflil  Tongue  of  a 
'Pajimaca  Marina  (Raia  Pajlinaca  Lin.)  dug 
up  in  Maryland ; with  a Comparifon  of  it 
with  the  recent  Tongues  of  the  Phornback  ^ 
illuftFated  with  many  figures.  N*"  232. 
Vol.  xlx.  p.  674. 

Remarks  on  Dampier  s Medicine  for  the 
Bite  of  a Mad  Dog,  fpecifying,  that  it  was 
not  a Jew's  Ear  Fu?2gusy  but  the  Lichen 
Cinereus  Perrejiris  of  Ray.  N°  237.  VoL 
XX.  p.  52. 

Notes  on  a Paper,  written  to  recommend 
the  Ipccaciianhay  as  an  infallible  Remedy  in 
Dyfenteries.  Dr.  Sloan e recommends  it, 
hut  fpeaks  in  a more  moderate  ftile  con- 
cerning its  efficacy.  He.  ffiews  that  it  was 
firft  mentioned  hy  an  anonymous  Portu^ 
guefey  under  the  name  of  Ipecayay  or  Pigaya, 
See  Purchases  Pilgr.  vol.  iv.  N"*  238. 
Vol.  XX.  p.  78. 

An  Account  of  the  Contents  of  a Chma 
Cabinet,  containing  Inftruments  and  Natu- 
ral jCuriofi  ties  y prefented  to  the  Royal  So- 
ciety 
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ciety  by  Mr.  Buckley,  Surgeon  at  Fort 
St.  George.  N°  Z/^6 — 250.  Vol,  xx.  and' 
xxi. 

An  Account  of  the  T^arfarian  Lamb, 
Agnus  Scythkusy  or  Barometz,  heretofore 
impofed  on  the  credulous  as  a kind  of  Zoo- 
phyte, or  vegetating  Animal.  On  exami- 
nation, it  proves  to  be  the  lower  part  of  the 
Jiipesy  or  root,  protruding  above  ground,  of 
a large  fpecies  of  Fern,  judged  by  fome  to 
be  the  Polypodium  Aureum,  falhioned  into 
the  rude  fhape  of  the  animal.  It  is  natu- 
rally cloathed  with  a lanugo ^ or  down,  of 
a yellowifh  chefnut  colour,  called  Poco-^ 
fempie  in  China  and  the  Eaft,  celebrated  as 
an  aftringent,  both  internally  and  externally 
ufed ; with  a figure  of  the  pretended  ani- 
mal. N®  247.  Vol.  XX.  p.  461. 

An  Account  of  the  Nux  Pepita,  or  St^ 
Ignatius'  Bean  f Ignat  ia  Amur  a Lin.  Sup. 
149) ; a fimple  in  common  ufe  in  the  Phi^ 
lippine  Iflands,  as  a tonic  medicine.  N°  249. 
Vol.  xxi.  p.  44. 

An  Account  of  fome  Seeds,  ufed  on  the 
<:oafl:  oi Malabar  and  Coromandel ^ for  clarify- 
3 ing 
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ingWater.  N°  249.-V0I.  xxi.  p.  44.  There 
can  be  little  doubt  that  this  effed:  arifes 
from  the  mucilaginous  quality, 

’A  Defeription,  with  the  Figure,  of'  a 
Mifleltoe,  or  Epidendrum^  called  Wild  Pine„ 
m'Jajnaicay  (Tdillandf.a  Utriculat a 1dm  d)  the 
leaves  of  which  form  a refervoir  for  water, 
of  great  ufe  in  dry  feafons.  With  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  Oeconomy  of  feveral  other  Ve- 
getables, in  the  Propagation  of  the  Species. 
N“  251.  Vol.  xxi.  p.  1 13. 

Hints  for  the  Improvement  of  Garden- 
ing, to  be  drawn  from  due  attention  to  the 
nature  of  the  foil  and  climate,  &c.  of  the 
plants.  N°  251.  Vol.  xxi.  p.  119. 

• The  Method  ufed  by  xhtChmefe  to  make 
Gold  Thread,  by  gilding  paper  on  one  fide 
with  leaf  gold,  cutting  it  into  long  pieces, 
and  weaving  it  into  their  filks,  which  makes 
them,  with  little  or  no  coft,  look  very  rich 
and  fine.  N"*  251.  Vol.  xxi.  p.  71. 

A Lirnefione  Marble,  difeovered  in  Wedes 
byDr. Lhwyd,  determined  byDr.SuoANE 
to  be  the dAJirokes  of  Wormius.  N°  252. 
Yol.  xxi.  p.  188.  (Since  called 

Ajlroita.j 
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AJlroitce,)  It  is  native  in  the  feas  of 
mate  a. 

The  Cafe  of  a Dropfy  of  the  Ovarium. 
N"*  252.  VoL  xxi.  p.  150. 

TheMifchief  of  fwallowing  Plumb  Stones 
exemplified,  in  the  cafe  of  a man,  in  whofe 
bowels  was  found  a plumb  ftone  inclofed 
in  the  center  of  a calculus  cegagropiluy  which 
rneafured  fix  inches  in  circumference,  and 
weighed  one  ounce  and  an  half.  N®  282. 
Vol.  xxiii.  p.  1283. 

An  Account  of  the  MolTes,  or  T urf  Bogs^ 
in  the  North  of  Ireland.  N°  330.  VoL 
xxvii,  p.  396. 

Remarks  on  Mr.  S.  Gray’s  Account  of 
the  Foflils  of  Reculver  Cliff ; tending  to 
prove  that  the  wood  found  there  is  that  of 
the  Oak.  N°  368.  Vol.  xxii.  p.  762. 

An  Account  of  a Pair  of  very  extraordinary 
large  Hprns,  found  in  a cellar  at  Wapping  ; 
with  figures.  Dr.  Hook  fufpedted  they  were 
the  horns  of  an  animal,  deferibed  by  Nieu~’ 
HOFF,'  under  the  name  of  Sukotyro,  as  it  is 
called  by  the  Chinefe.  Sir  Ha?js  conjectures, 
they  might  belong  to  the  Taurus  carnivorus 
■oi  Agatharchides  of  which  he  traces  the 

hifiory 
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hiftory  through  the  writings  of  the  antients; 
but  thinks  it  very  uncertain  whether  this 
is  the  fame  animal  with  the  Sukotyro.  N* 
*397-  ^xxiv.  p.  222.« 

An  Account  of  fuch  Specimens  of  Ele- 
phants Teeth,  and  Bones,  as  are  repofited 
in  the  Mufeum  of  Sir  Ha72s  Sloan e 5 with 
figures.  N°  403.  Vol.  xxxv.  p.  457.  This 
was  introdudory  to 

Remarks  on  divers  Accounts  of  Teeth, 
and  Bones,  found  under  ground.  Ib.  N® 
404.  p.  497,  In  which  the  curious  reader 
meets  with  much  information. 

An  Account  of  the  Symptoms  arifing 
from  eating  the  Seeds  of  Henbane ; with 
Remarks,  N°  429.  Vol.  xxxviii.  p.  99. 

Conjectures  on  the  fafcinating  Power  at- 
tributed to  the  Rattk-fnake,  N“433.  VoL 
xxxviii.  p.  321. 

Anfvver  to  the  Marquis  of  Caumont's 
Letter,  relating  to  an  extraordinary  Calculus 
of  the  Bladder,  N®  450.  Vol.  xl.  p.  374. 
The  ftone  is  figured  in  the  T^ranfaBions ^ In 
lhape,  it  refcmbled,  in  fome  meafure,  a glo- 
bular pyrites  befet  with  long,  blunt,  and 
ramified  points.  N°  450,  Vol.  xl.  p.  374. 

Anfwer 
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Anfwer  to  Mr.  Powel,  concerning  tlic 
Cafe  of  a Gentlewoman,  who  voided  with 
her  Urine,  hairy,  cruftaceous  Subftances ; 
informing  him  of  fimilar  Cafes,  and  hinting 
a Method  of  Care.  N°  460.  Vol,  xli»  p. 

703- 

The  Defcription,  with  a Figure,  of  a 
curious  Sea  Plant ; Frutex  Marinus  fiabelli-’ 
formis  cortice  verriicofo  obduBus,  Doodii, 
Raii  Syn.  ed.  3,  p.  32.  (Gorgonia  Verru^ 
coja  Lin.)  N°478.  Vol.  xliv.  p.  51,  Small 
fpecimens  have  been  found  on  the  Ihores  of 
Cor72'wall  j but  it  has  elfewhere  grown  to 
the  height  of  four  feet. 

Accounts  of  the  pretended  Serpent  Stone, 
called  Fietra  de  Cobra  de  Cabelos ; and  of  the 
Fletra  de  Mo7nbaz%o^  or  the  Rhinoceros  Be- 
zoar : with  the  figure  of  a Rhinoceros  with 
a double  Horn.'  N""  492.  Vol.  xlvi.  p.  i 

An  Account  of  Inoculation,  by  Sir  Ham 
Sloane,  Bart,  given  to  Mr,  Ranby  to  be 
publilhed  anno  1736.  Vol.  xlix.  p,  516. 
Curious  as  a record  of  the  introduction  of 
Inoculation  into  England ; and  valuable,  as 
a proof,  not  only  of  the  candour,  and  open- 
nefs  of  the  author,  but,  as  exhibiting  a dm- 

plicity  - 


plicity  in  the  management,  which  it  would 
have  been  happy  for  fociety,  had  it  been 
univerfally  adopted  by  fucceeding  practi- 
tioners 

* The  name  of  Sloane  was  given  by  Plumier  to  an 
arborefcent  plant  of  the  Pclyandrous  clafs,  firft  defcribed  by 
Marcgraave.  It  is  fo  nearly  allied  to  the  Chefnut 
tree,  that  Miller,  in  his  Didtionary,  refers  it  to  that  ge- 
nus. LiNN-ffius,  however,  on  the  credit  of  Loefling, 
preferves  Plumier’s  appellation,  Sloanea',  and  has  added 
another  fpecies  from  Catesby’s  Carolina 
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CHAP.  34. 

jRoyal  Society— J/j  influence  in  'promoting  natural 
hiflory, 

Chelfea  Garden — Herhori'Zations — Endowed  hy 
Sir  Hans  Sloane — Highly  advantageous  to  ho-> 
tany — Demonftrators — Rand — Miller. 

Celebrated  gardens  after  the  Revolution  — Hamp- 
ton Court  — Badminton— Duke  of  Argyle’s 
— Uvedale’s. 

Bijhop  Compton  — brief  account  of — a patron  of 
botany — Himfelf  a real  botanift — His  fine  gar^ 
den  at  Fulham — Ufeful  to  Ray,  Plukenet,  and 
Petiver. 

Doody  — Not  an  author  — Cryptogamia  clafs 
greatly  enlarged  by  him. 

I . / 

Pv  O Y A L SOCIETY. 

Among  thofe  public  Inftltutions, 

' Vvdiich  in  a fingular  manner  invigo- 
rated, in  this  period,  the  fpirit  of  natural 
hiftory  in  Eiiglana^  the  Royal  Society 
of  Londoji  claims  the  moft  diftinguifhed  no- 
tice. In  its  defign,  as  in  its  progrefs,  it 
was  the  foftering  parent,  and  guardian,  of 
VoL.  IL  H natural 
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natural  knowledge.  The  colleftion  of  a 
mufeum  of  natural  curiofities,  was  one  of 
the  objedls  in  view ; and  fuch  was  the  re- 
fpeftability  of  the  fociety,  both  as  a body, 
and  in  its  individuals,  that,'  through  its 
means,  the  whole  nation  may  be  faid  to 
have  amply  contributed  to  its  emolument. 
All  new  objedts  of  curiofity;  all  new  books, 
at  home  and  abroad  ; new  difcoveries 
throughout  all  nature,  incellantly  offered 
themfelves  5 and  thus,  not  only  tended  to  re* 
move  the  prejudices  that  too  ftrongly  pre- 
vailed againft  the  ftudies  of  nature  in  that 
age,  but,  in  the  event,  excited  a paffion  in 
the  public,  which  was  fo  fuccefsfully  exert- 
ed in  improving,  not  natural  hiftory  alone, 
but  real  and  ufeful  fcience  at  large,  that  it 
will  not  be  confidered  as  an  exaggerated 
encomium  to  affert,  that  more  effedlual 
advancement  was  made  by  the  influence 
of  this  illuftrious  body  in  one  century, 
than  had  before  taken  place  from  the  ear- 
lieft  ages.  Botany  (hared  thefe  benefits ; 
and  the  early  volumes  of  the  T^ranfaBions 
abound  in  records  of  newly-difcovered  ve- 
getables, and  of  newiy-difeovered  propef- 
0 ties 
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ties  In  that  part  of  the  creation.  Expe- 
riments of  various  intention  were  inftitu- 
ted  by  this  learned  body.  Under  their  au- 
fpices,  the  anatomy,  and  philofophy  of 
plants,  were  illuftrated  by  Grew,  and  im- 
proved by  Hales.  Such  memoirs  in  the 
Philofophical  TrajzfaBions  as  more  dire£lly' 
relate  to  my  objedl,  or  were  written  by  thofe 
whom  I commemorate,  have  been  already, 
or  will  be,  briefly  noticed  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  pages. 

CHELSEA  GARDEN. 

I proceed  further  to  obferve,  that,  among 
the  affiftances  which  the  fcience  has  re- 
ceived from  public  bodies  of  men,  muft  be 
mentioned  alfo  that  which  fprung  from  the 
Phyfic  Garden,  founded  by  the  Company 
of  Apothecaries  at  Chelfea ; an  inftitution 
which  refledled  the  highefl:  honour  on  that 
refpedtable  fociety.  This  took  place  in  the 
year  1673,  although  the  infcription  over  the 
-entrance  imports,  that  the  Garden  was  not 
effedlually  conftrudled  till  the  year  1686. 

From  the  time  of  Johnson,  the  editor 
of  Gerard,  a cuflom  Had  prevailed  among 
the  London  Apothecaries  to  form  a fociety 

H 2 each  - 
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each  fummer,  and  make  excurfions  to  in- 
veftigate  plants.  The  Itinera,  publifhed 
by  Johnson,  may  be  confidered  as  the  fruit 
of  fuch  expeditions  in  his  day.  But  they 
had  been  difcontinued,  as  I apprehend,  for 
many  years.  After  the  foundation  of  the 
Garden,  this  laudable  pradtice  was  revived, 
and  the  alTociations  fixed  to  ftated  periods, 
and  put  under  regulations ; the  herborizings 
being  now  diftinguifhed  into  private  and 
general.  The  firft,  intended  to  excite  a 
tafte  for  botany  among  the  apprentices  of 
the  Company,  begin  on  the  fecond  Tuefday 
of  April,  and  are  held  monthly,  on  the 
fame  day,  till  September  inclufively,  in  fome 
of  the  villages  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  London,  At  the  end  of  the  feafon, 
the  premium  of  a copy  of  Play’s  Synopjis, 
(fince  changed  for  Mr.  Hudson’s  Flora 
A?igUca)  is  prefented  to  the  young 'man 
who  has  been  the  mofi:  fuccefsful  in  difeo- 
vering  and  inveftigating  the  greatefi:  num- 
ber of  plants.  The  general  herborization 
is  annual  only,  in  July ; when  the  Demon- 
ftrator,  and  others  of  the  Court  of  Afiift- 
ants,  belonging  to  the  Company,  make  an 
excurfion  to  a confiderable  diftance  from 

the 
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■ the  city,  colled  the  fcarce  plants,  and  dine 
together  near  Lo72don  ; on  which  occalioii 
they  are  frequently  accompanied  by  other 
gentlemen,  who  are  fond  of  the  fame  pur- 
fuits. 

This  inflltution  at  Chelfea  was  rendered 
more  (table,  and  received  permanency,  from 
the  liberality  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane  ; who, 
foon  after  his  purchafe  of  the  manor,  in 
1721,  gave  the  freehold  of  the  ground,  near 
four  acres,  to  the  Company,  on  condition 
that  the  demonftrator  (liould,  in  the  name 
of  the  Company,  deliver  annually  to  the 
Royal  Society  fifty  new  plants,  till  the  num  - 
ber fhould  amount  to  2000,  all  fpecifically  ^ 
different  from  each  other  ^the  lift  of  which 
was  publifhed  yearly,  in  the  Philofophical 
Tdranfadtions,  The  firft  was  printed  in  the 
year  1722,  and  the  catalogues  have  been 
continued  till  the  year  1773,  at  which  time 
the  number  2550  was  completed,  Thefe 
fpecimens  are  duly  preferved  in  the  archives 
of  the  Society,  for  the  infpedion  of  the  cu- 
rious. 

Under  excellent  fuperintendants,  Chelfea 
Garde7t'\i2i%  flouriftied;  having  been  excelled, 
perhaps,  by  no  public  inftitution  of  the 
H 3 kind 
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kind  in  Europe^  for  the  number  of  curious 
exotics  it  contains.  Of  this,  the  Diftionary, 
and  Figures  of  the  late  Mr.  Miller,  af- 
ford fiifficient  proofs.  The  advantages,  in- 
deed of  this  inftitution  are  obvious ; and 
even  Sir  Hans  Sloane  himfelf  acknow- 
ledged his  obligations  to  it  in  the  early  part 
- of  his  life. 

In  juftice  to  the  memory  of  thofe  who 
have  eminently  filled  the  place ' of  lec- 
turers, and  demonftrators,  in  the  Chelfea 
Garden^  I recite  their  names,  from  the  time 
of  Sir  Hans  Sloan e's  donation  ; not  being 
able  to  afcend  above  that  period. 

IJaac  Rand,  apothecary,  7 ^ 

F.R.S.  \ 


yofeph  Miller,  apothecary, 
John  Wilmer,  M.D. 
William  Hudson,  F.R.S. 
Stanejhy  Alchorne, 

William  Curtis, 


1740— 1746 
1747—1764 
1765 — 1769 
1770 — 1772 

1773— 


Mr.  P.AND  publifhed,  in  1730,  in  8\ 
Index  Plant  arum  Offichialium  Horti  Chelfej^ 
ani,.  The  lift  contains  518  plants  of  the 
Materia  Me  die  a and  fpecifies  the  part  of 
each  uXed  in  phyfic.  The  fame  author 

publifhed 
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publifhed  Horti  Chelfejani  Index  Co??7pendta--. 
rius,  1739*  8° 

Jofeph  Miller  publifhed,  Botanicum 
Officinale  ^ or,  A Compendious  Herbal : 
giving  an  Account  of  all  fuch  Plants  as 
are  now  ufed  in  the  Pradlice  of  Phyfic ; 
with  their  Deferiptions  and  Virtues.”  8^". 
1722.  pp,  466.  The  plants  are  alphabetic 
cally  arranged  according  to  the  officinal 
names.  The  Summary  of  the  Virtues  is,  in 
mofl  inftances,  a tranflation  from  the  Phar-- 
inacologia  oi'DA'L'E. 

Except  in  the  Orthotonia^  fubjoined  to 
Shiptons  edition  of  Pharmacopoeia  Bateana^ 
the  Botanicuin  Officinale  of  Miller  is  the 
only  book  on  the  fubjed:,  not  of  very  mo- 
dern date,  in  which  the  ftudent  is  affifted 
in  the  accentuation  of  the  Lattn  names  of 
plants;  but,  from  the  confined  nature  of  the 
plan  in  thefe  works,  the  benefit  is  not  ex- 
ten  five. 

Among  the  favourable  circumftances 
which  contributed  to  diftinguifli,  or,  I might 

^ Houfton  gave  the  name  of  Rand  to  a Weft  India 
{hrub  of  the  Pentandrous  clafs,  figured  by  Shane : and  it 
is  retained  by  Linnaeus. 

H 4 fay. 
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fay,  helped  to  form,  the  Golden  Age  of  Bo^ 
tany^  before  alluded  to,  was  that  growing 
tafte  for  the  cultivation  of  exotics,  which 
fprung  up  among  the  great  and  opulent, 
after  the  happy  return  of  internal  peace  by 
the  Reftoration,  Archibald  Duke  Ar- 
GYLE  is  faid  to  have  been  one  of  the  firft, 
who  was  confpicuous  for  the  introdudlion 
of  Foreign  Trees,  and  Shrubs.  Mr.  Eve- 
lyn, both  by  his  writings,  and  example, 
encouraged  the  fame  tafte.  He  cultivated 
a garden  and  plantations  at  Say e s -Court y 
near  Deptford ; and  his  Syha  remains  a mo- 
nument of  his  learning,  and  patriotic  in- 
tentions, which  cannot  foon  be  fuperfeded. 

After  the  Revolution,  the  Royal  Gardens 
at  Hampton-Court  were  rich  in  fine  plants, 
and  that  at  St.  James's  of  no  inconfiderable 
note,  if  we  mayguefs  by  the  many  new  plants 
Plukenet  received  from  it.  The  Du- 
chefs  of  Beaufort  had  a garden  richly 
ftored  at  Badminton ^ in  Gloucejlerfiire.  Dr, 
Henry  Compton,  Biftiop  of  London,  ano- 
ther at  Fulham  ; and  many  private  gentle- 
men vied  with  each  other,  in  thefe  elegant 
and  ufeful  amufements.  The  gardens  of 

Dr. 
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Dr.UvEDALE,  oiEnfeld':,  ofMr.Du  Bois, 
an  Eaji  India  merchant  5 of  Mr.  Courten, 
and  others,  were  of  the  firfi;  notice^  and 
afforded  much  affiftance  to  the  labours  of 
Ray,  Plukenet,  and  Petiver.  The 
g-rowino:  commerce  of  the  nation,  the  more 
frequent  intercourfe  with  Holland^  where 
immenfe  colledions  from  the  Dutch  colo- 
, nies  had  been  made,  rendered  thefe  gratifi- 
cations more  eafily  attainable  than  before ; 
and,  from  all  thefe  happy  coincidences,  fci^ 
cnee  in  general  reaped  great  benefit, 

BISHOP  COMPTON. 

Among  thofe  I have  juft  enumerated. 
Dr.  Henry  Compton,  Bifhop  of  London y 
claims  peculiar  notice;  fince  we  learn  from 
Mr.  Ray,  and  Plukenet,  that  he  joined 
• to  his  tafte  for  gardening,  a real  and  feien- 
tific  knowledge  of  plants;  an  attainment  not 
ufual  among  the  great,  in  thofe  days. 

This  eminent  prelate,  fo  diftinguiftied 
for  his  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  Proteftantifm, 
and  for  the  adlive  part  he  took  in  promot- 
ing the  Revolution,  was  born  in  the  year 
^632.  He  was  entered  a nobleman  of 

Queen’s 
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Queen's  College,  Oxfordy  in  1649,  where 
he  continued  about  three  years ; and  after- 
wards travelled  abroad.  After  the  Reftora- 
tion,  he  entered  into  the  army ; but  very 
foon  quitted  it  for  the  church.  In  the  year 
1666,  he  became  Recflor  oi  Cot teiih am y in, 
Camkridgejlnre ; and,  after  poffeffing  various 
emoluments  in  the  church,  was  made  Bi- 
ihop  of  Oxfordy  in  the  year  1 674  , and  the 
year  after,  tranllated  to  the  See  of  London, 
which  he  held  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
the  year  1713,  at  the  age  of  81. 

In  his  retirement  at  Fulhamy  Bifliop 
Compton  amply  gratified  himfelf  in  his 
favourite  amufement.  The  circumftances 
of  the  times,  above  mentioned,  aided  by  his 
.own  zeal,  and  a refidence  of  thirty-eight 
years  on  the  fame  See,  enabled  him,  finally, 
to  colled:  a greater  variety  of  Green-houfe 
rarities,  and  to  plant  a greater  variety  of 
hardy  Exotic  Trees,  and  Shrubs,  than  had 
been  feen  in  any  garden  before  in  England. 

This  repofitory  was  ever  open  to  the  in- 
fpedion  of  the  curious  and  fcientific ; and 
we  find  Ray,  Petiver,  and  Plukenet, 
in  numerous  inftances,  acknowledging  the 

afliftances 
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afliftances  they  received  from  the  free  com- 
munication of  rare  and  new  plants  out  of 
the  garden  at  Fulham.  Many  of  Pluke- 
net’s  figures  were  engraved  from,  fpeci- 
mens  out  of  the  Biftiop’s  garden  ; and  fome 
from  a book  of  drawings  in  his  poffeffion, 
quoted  under  the  name  of  Codex  Comptoni’^ 
enjis. ' 

In  the  fecond  volume  of  Ray’s  Hiflory 
of  Plants,  p.  1798,  we  find  a Catalogue  of 
fome  new  fpecies  of  Trees  and  Plants,  ob- 
ferved  by  the  author  in  this  garden.  Thefe 
were  principally  of  North  American  growth. 
The  reader  who  is  defirous  of  feeing  a more 
ample  account  of  the  garden  at  Fulhajn^  is 
referred  to  a relation  of  the  Rate  in  which 
it  was  found  in  the  year  1751,  written  by 
the  late  Sir  William  Watson,  and  printed 
in  the  47th  volume  of  the  Philofophical 
FranfaElions. 


DOODY. 

If  to  any  man  In  his  day,  not  profefledly 
an  author  on  the  fubjedl,  extraordinary 
praife  is  due,  for  difcoveries  in  the  indige- 
nous botany,  it  mufl  belong  to  Mr.  Sainuel 

Doody, 
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Doody,  the  contemporary  and  friend  of 
Ray,  Plukenet,  and  Sloane,  who  all 
bear  teftimony  to  his  merit.  I regret  the 
want  of  more  information  relating  to  this 
affiduous  man;  of  whom  I can  only  fay, 
that  he  was  born  in  StajfordJJnrCy  was  an 
apothecary  in  London^  and  a fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society.  He  was  chofen  fuperifiten- 
dant,  and  demon ftrator  of  the  Garden  at 
Cbelfea ; an  office  he  held  for  fome  years  be-* 
fore  his  death,  wffiich  took  place  in  1706. 

As  Mr,  Doody  lived  in  London^  and 
there  is  room  to  believe  he  was  in  very  con- 
fiderable  bufinefs,  his  excurfions  could  not 
ordinarily  extend  far  from  that  city.  In  its 
neighbourhood,  his  diligence  was  beyond 
any  other  example.  He  ftruck  out  a new 
path  in  botany,  by  leading  to  the  ftudy  of 
that  tribe,  which  comprehended  the  imper^ 
fedt  plants,  now  called  the  Cryptogamia 
clafs.  In  this  branch  he  made  the  moft  nu-* 
merous  difcoveries  of  any  man  in  that  age, 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  it  flood  clearly  un- 
rivalled. The  early  editions  of  Ray’s  Synop^ 
Jis  were  much  amplified  by  his  labours ; and 
he  is  reprefented  by  Mr.  Ray,  as  a man 

of 
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of  uncommon  fagacity  in  difcovering  and 
difcriminating  plants  in  general.  The 
learned  fucceffor  of  Toiirnefort^  M.  Jus- 
sieu, fpeaks  of  him  as  int&  Pharmacopceos 
Londifieitfes  fid  temporis  Coryphceus.  In 
truth,  he  was  theDiLLENiu^  of  his  time. 

There  is  a long  lift  of  rare  plants,  many 
-of  them  new,  and  iirift  difcovered  by  Mr. 
Doody,  publifhed  in  the  fecond  edition  of 
Ray’s  SynopJiSy  accompanied  with  obler na- 
tions on  other  fpecies.  I alfo  find,  ‘‘  The 
Cafe  of  a Dropfy  of  the  Breaft,”  written  by 
him,  and  printed  in  the  Philofophical  Pranf^ 
adlio7is  in  1697.  P*  77* 
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Llhwyd  — Memoirs  of — A celebrated  antiquary — 
and ' naturalift — His  Lythophylacium — Corre- 
fpondence  with  Ray — His  Archaeologia  — Lijl 
of  his  papers  in  the  Phllofophical  Tranfadtions. 
Lawfon — a Jkilful  hotanift — His  lift  ^ North  of 
England 

Dr.  "Tancred  Robinfon  — the  intimate  frieyid  of 
Ray — His  communications  to  the  Royal  So- 
ciety. 

Dodfwortli. 

LLHWYD. 

JP^DWARD  Llhwyd  was  one  of  the 
moft  learned  and  celebrated  antiquaries 
of  the  laft  century,  and  a fkilful  naturalift. 
According  to  Mr.  Woody  he  was  the  fon  of 
Edward  Llhv/yd,  or  Lloyd,  of  Kidwell,  in 
Car?narthenJ}nre -y  but,  2iS  Boyer  relates,  of 
Charles  Llhwyd,  of  Lanvordia,  in  Salop,  Efq. 
He  was  born  in  1670,  and  became  a ftu- 
dent  of  fefus  College  in  1687,  of  which 
Dr.  Plot  was  a member,  and  under  whom 
Mr.  Llhwyd  was  in  a great  meafure  edu- 
cated. 
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cated.  On  the  refignation  of  Dr.  Plot, 
he  fucceeded  him  as  keeper  of  the  AjJjmo- 
Icean  Mufeum,  about  1690.  He  travelled 
repeatedly  all  over  Wales ; went  through  the 
North  of  Scotland  Into  Ireland^  in  which 
kingdom  he  feems  to  have  made  fome  con- 
fiderable  abode.  Hefpent  fome  time  in  Corn-- 
wallf  and  in  Brita?iy  in  Franccy  in  fearch  of 
antiquities,  and  materials  to  carry, on  the 
extenfive  defigns  he  had  formed. 

In  all  thefe  journies  he  was  conftantly 
attentive  to  the  objedls  of  natural  hiftory, 
foffils,  plants,  and  any  remarkable  phaeno- 
mena  of  nature.  Such  of  his  remarks  as 
are  publifhed  in  the  Plrilofophical  Franfac- 
tionsy  are  full  of  curious  and  new  informa- 
tion on  thefe  fubjedls.  His  knowledge  of 
the  plants  of  his  own  country,  and  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  Wales y juftly  entitles  him 
to  remembrance  in  thefe  pages,  although  he 
was  not  profeffedly  an  author  on  the  fubjedl 
of  them. 

Llhwyd  lirft  brought  to  lig^it  feveral 
of  the  rare  plants  of  Wales ; many  of  which, 
till  of  late  years,  were  confidered  as  natives 
of  no  other  part  of  Britain,  He  difcovered 
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feveral  very  fcarce  fpecies  in  Cornwall : all 
thefe  he  communicated  to  Mr.  Ray,  who 
inferted  them  in  the  editions  of  his  Synopfisi 
w^ith  due  acknov^dedgmcnts.  After  having 
made  very  large  colledlions  for  the  antiquities 
of  Wales y and  formed  great  defigns  in  litera- 
ture, he  died  before  he  could  digeft  them 
into  order  for  publication,  in  July  1709, 

Excluiiye  of  large  communications,  made 
to  Bifliop  Gibson’s  edition  of  Catndeny  on 
the  antiquities  of  iValeSy  he  formed,  from 
the  fruit  of  his  own  invefligations,  the  Lijl 
of  Plants  fubjoined  to  the  account  of  that 
country. 

He  publilhed,  ^Mithophylacii  Bri- 

TANNICI  ICHNOGRAPHIA.”  1699,  8®. 

cum  tab.  25.  ^ This  w^ork,  which  is  a me- 
thodical catalogue  of  the  figured  foflils  of 
the  Afnmolean  Mufeum,  confifting  of  1766 
articles,  was  printed  at  the  expence  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton,  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  and  a 
few  others  of  his  learned  friends.  As  only 
120  copies  were  printed,  a nev/  edition  of  it 
was  publiflied  in  1760  by  Mr.  Huddesfordy 
to  which  were  annexed  feveral  letters  from 
Mr.LLHWYD  to  his  learned  friends,  on  the 
X , , fabjedl 
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fubjedl  of  Foffils ; his  FrceleBto  de  Stellis 
Marinis  Oceani  Britanniciy  et  AJleriarumy 
Entrochormn^  et  Encrmorum  Origine. 

In  Mr.  Ray’s  correfpondence,  wc  meet 
with  thirteen  letters,  written  by  Llhwyd; 
all,  except  one,  bearing  date  in  1690,  and 
the  four  fubfequent  years.  They  run  chiefly 
on  the  fubjedl  of  FofTils.  In  Odtober  1 692, 
he  informs  Mr.  Ray,  that  he  was  employed 
in  drawing  up  a Catalogue  of  Mr.  Ash- 
mole’s  Legacy  of  Books,  Medals,  and  Pic- 
tures. In  the  lift  of  his  printed  works, 
we  find  Catalogus  Librorum  Mamifcriptorum 
in  Mufeo  AftmoleanOy  in  10  fheets,'  folio, 
without  date.  In  1707,  he  publifhed  Ar- 
CHiEOLOGIA  BrITANNICA,”  fol.  Vol.  I. 
Glojfography.  A work  by  which  he  will 
long  be  remembered  among  the  lovers  of 
antiquity. 

From  private  information,  I have  learned 
that  Mr.  Llhwyd  left  a very  confiderable 
library,  a 'large  colledlion  of  manufcripts 
and  fpecimens;  that  in  the  year  1728,  thefe 
were  all  in  the  cuftody  of  Dr.  Fowlkes, 
of  LhanheVy  who  died  foon  after  that  time. 
They  were  undifpofed  of  ten  years  after- 
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wards;  but  tbe  printed  books,  which  were 
of  great  worth,  had  been  valued  by  a gen- 
tleman and  two  bookfellers,  and  the  refufal 
of  them  offered  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 
My  intelligence  reached  no  farther. 

I conclude  this  account  with  a catalogue 
of  Mr.  Llhwyd’s  papers,  publifhed  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadiions. 

An  Account  of  the  Lapis  AmianthuSy  or 
Linum  Fojjile  A fief  inurriy  found  in  the  Nor- 
thern part  oiAnglefey-y  with  Mr.LLHWYD’s 
Method  of  making  it  into  Paper.  N**  166. 
Vol.  xiv.  p.  223. 

A Defeription,  in  Latiriy  of  feveral  regu- 
larly-figured Foffils ; with  Figures.  Thefe 
were  the  Siliquafray  BufoniteSy  Gloffopetrcey 
&c.  200.  Vol.  xvii.  p.  746. 

On  the  Swarms  of  Locufls  which  ap- 
peared in  Wales  in  the  year  1693  ; and  an 
Extrad:  from  a Manufeript  Hiftory  of  Pern-- 
brokefioirey  relating  to  an  immenfe  number 
of  Caterpillars,  which  confumed  the  pro- 
duce of  200  acres  of  grafs  iii  three  weeks 
time,  in  the  year  1601.  N°  208.  VoK 
xviii.  p.  45. 

A Relation  of  a fiery  Exhalation,  or 
z Damp, 
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Damp,  ziHarlecky  in  Merioneth/hire^  in  1693 
and  1694,  which  fet  fire  to  feveral  flacks  of 
hay,  and  proved  fatal  to  many  cattle.  Mr. 
Llhwyd  obferves,  that  the  founding  of 
drums  and  horns,  &c.  repelled  it  from  houfes 
and  flacks  of  hay,  and  that  at  length,  by 
this  means,  many  were  preferved.  N°  213* 
Vol.  xviii.  p.  223. 

• Of  an  extraordinary  Shower  of  Hail  at 
Pontipool^  in  June  1697.  N°  229.  Vol.  xix. 

P-  579- 

Some  Obfervations  on  Languages ; in 
which  Mr.  Llhwyd  aflents  to  Mr.  Flz-^ 
Ron’s  opinion,  that  the  Greeks  Roman,  and 
Celtic,  have  one  common  origin.  N°  243. 
p.  280. 

Roman,  French,  and  Irijh  Infcriptions ; 
and  Antiquities  in  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
with  feven  Figures.  N°  269.  Vol.  xxiu 
p.  790.  ' 

On  the  Difference  between  the  Foflils  of 
EJfex,  and  thofe  of  Wales,  and  Ireland ; in 
the  former  calcareous,  and  In  the  latter  cryf^ 
talline.  N°  291.  Vol.  xxiv.  p.  1566. 

On  fome  flrange  Birds  obferved  in  Wales. 
N“  334.  p.  464. 

I 2 Obfervations 
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Obfervations  made  on  Natural  Hiflory 
in  Wales  : on  Marcaiites : Quadrupeds  2 
Fifli:  and  on  Welch  Manufcripts.  N°  334* 
Vol.  xxvii.  p.  462. 

On  the  Foffils  and  Iron  Mines  of  Breck-^ 
nockjljire.  p.  467. 

In  Ireland.  A Stonehenge,  near 
Giants  Caufeway  : Bafaltes  on  the  Top  of 
Cader  Jdris : Antiquities,  &c.  335. 

Vol.  xxvii.  p.  503. 

Antiquities  and  fcarce  Plants  in  Ireland. 
N°  336.  ib.  p.  524. 

Natural  Curiofities  inCornwall.  N°  336. 
Vol.  xxvii.  p.  527. 

Foffils  and  Antiquities  in  Wales:  Welch 
Coins : Druids  Beads  : fcarce  Plants.  With 
Figures.  N°  337,  Vol.  28.  p.  93. 

Obfervations  in  Natural  Hiftory;  and  on 
Antiquities  in  Scotland.  N°  337.  VoL 
xxvili.  p.  97. 

Defcription  and  Figure  of  a remarkable 
Sea  Plant  ( Tubnlaria  indivifa  Lin.)  N°  3 37. 
Vol.  xxviii.  p-  71. 

LAWSON. 

Among  thofe  who  diftinguiffied  them- 

felves 
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felves  for  their  knowledge  in  botany,  with- 
out publifhing  profeffedly  on  this  fubjedl, 
Thomas  Lawson,  by  whofe  difcoveries  the 
Englijh  Flora  was  enlarged,  muft  not  be 
forgotten. 

Of  Mr.  Lawson  I can  only  colled, 
that  he  lived  at  Great  Strickland^  in  Weji^^ 
moreland^  at  the  time  he  tranfmitted  to  Mr. 
Ray  A Catalogue  of  the  Rare  Plants  of 
the  North  of  England which  is  printed 
in  the‘*  PhilofophicalLetters,''p.  21 3.  This 
lift  clearly  evinces,  that  the  author  muft 
have  paid  great  attention  to  his  fubjed;  and, 
in  fad,  Mr.  Lawson  firft  introduced  feve- 
ral  Eftglijh  plants  into  notice.  It  is  to  him 
that  we  owe  the  botanical  part  of  Robin- 
son’s ElTay  on  the  Natural  Hiftory  of 
Wejimor eland  and  Cumberland F- 
The  very  frequent  mention  of  his  name 
in  the  writings  of  Mr,  Ray,  and  the  copi- 
oufnefs  of  the  Catalogue  of  Rare  Plants^  dif- 
tinguifoed  by  him  at  fo  early  a period,  in 
the  .North  of  England , fufficiently  confirm 
the  charader  that  eminent  naturalift  give's 
him,  of  a diligent,  induftrious,  and  Ikilful 
botanift.”  It  appears  that  he  travelled 
I ^ into 
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into  various  parts  of  England ; fince  he  re- 
cites plants  collefted  by  him  on  Salipury 
Plain ; and,  if  I miftake  not,  he  made  an 
excurlion  into  the  IJle  of  Man. 

I conjedlure  that  he  furvived  Mr.  Rat 
feveral  years  : but  he  was  not  living  at  the 
publication  of  the  third  edition  of  the 
nopfs  Stirpiumy  although  he  left  papers,  of 
which  Dillenius  availed  himfelf  on  that 
occafion. 

DR.  ROBI  NSON. 

At  this  period  mufl:  alfo  be  introduced 
Dr.  Tancred  Robinson,  phyfician, 
in  London,  and  fellow  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Phyficians,  and  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety, between  whom  and  Mr.  Ray  there 
fubfifted  the  moft  genuine  friendlhip  and 
affedtion.  Amicorum  Alpha  is  the  diftinc- 
tion  which  Ray  gives  him.  The  printed 
corrrefpondence  between  them  commences 
during  Dr.  Robinson’s  travels  abroad,  in 
1683,  and  is  continued  for  upwards  of  ten 
years.  Seventeen  letters  of  Dr.  Robin- 
son appear  in  the  Philofophical  Corre- 
fpondence,”  with  all  Mr.  Ray’s  anfwers. 

They 
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They  run  much  on  the  fubjed  of  zoology ; 
but  contain  alfo  botanical,  and  philofophi- 
cal  obfervations* 

Thefe  letters,  and  the  publications  of 
Dr.  Robinson,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf* 
aBionSy  prove  him  to  have  been  a man  well 
acquainted  with  various  parts,  of  learning ; 
to  which  he  added  alfo  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  natural  hiftory,  and  in  which  he 
muft  have  been  very  early  initiated ; lince 
Ray,  in  the  Prefaces  to  h\s  Hijf or ia  Plan^ 
taruniy  in  1686,  acknowledges,  in  ftrong 
terms,  his  obligations  to  him,  for  his  care 
and  affiduity  in  correfting  and  enriching  his 
work  ; adding,  that  he  had  exerted  himfelf 
with  a zeal  that  could  not  have  been  ex- 
ceeded, had  the  work  been  entirely  his 
own. 

Mr.  Ray  afterwards  put  into  his  hands 
the  manufcript  of  the  Synopjisy  and  renewed 
his  acknowledgments  for  the  benefit  it  re- 
ceived under  his  infpeftion 

Dr.  Robinson  was  the  author  of  the 
following  communications,  printed  in  the 
Philofophical  TranfaBions. 

14 
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An  Acpount  of  the  four  firft  Volumes 
of  the  Hortus  Malabar icus with  Re- 
marks. N®  145.  N°  198.  N”  200.  N°  214. 

A Defcription,  with  a Figure^  of  the 
Bridge  pf  St,  Efprit,  in  France.  N“  160. 
Vol.  xiv.  p.  584. 

On  the  natural  Sublimation  of  Sulphur 
from  the  Pyrites,  and  Limeftone,  at  Mina^ 
Vefuviusy  and  Solfatara.  N°  169.  Vol.  xy. 
p.  924. 

Obfervations  on  boiling  Fountains  and 
'fub terraneous  Steams,  occafioned  by  view- 
ing that  of  Parone,  near  Montpelier : with 
an, enumeration  of  many  others  in  various 
parts  of  the  world.  N"*  169.  and  172.  p. 
922.  1038.  With  Remarks. 

On  the  Lakp  Avernus.  Ib.  172. 

On  the  Truffles  found  at  Rujhton^  in 
Northamptonjhire  ^ with  Figures.  N°  204. 
Yol.  xvii.  p.  935. 

On  the  Scotch  Barnacle,  and  French  Ma- 
creufe.  172.  Vol.  xv.  p.  1036. 

•An  Account  of  Henry  y,enkinsy  who  lived 
J69  years.  N°22i.  Vol.  xix.  p.  267. 

On  the  Northern  Auroras,  as  pbferyed 


over 


Dodfworth*  121 

pver  Vefuvtus,  and  the  Stromhoh  Iflands  5 
with  Conjedures  on  the  Origin  of  them, 
N°  349.  Vol.  xxix.  p.  483. 

Obfervations,  made  in  1683  and  1684, 
about  Kome  and  Naples on  the  Opuntia: 
Cork  Trees:  Manna:  Volcanos:  Palm 
Trees ; and  other  vegetable  Produdtions 
zhovitNapIes : Antiquities:  Birds  and  Fiflies. 

349,  Vol,  xxix.  p.  473, 

DODSWORTH. 

The  Rev.  Matthew  Dods  worth,  whole 
refidence  appears  to  have  been  in  Torkjhire, 
is  mentioned  both  by  Ray  and  Pluke-? 
NET,  a§  well  acquainted  with  Engli/h  bo- 
tany. He  was  the  firft  difcoverer  of  at 
leaft  two  of  the  Englijh  plants,  bqth  of 
whicl^  he  fent  to  Plukenet. 
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Dale  — Anecdotes  of^His  Pharmacologia  — Hu 
Antiquities  of  Harwich/’  written  hy  Silas 
Taylor — Dale’j  valuable  additions  to  that  work 
— An  early  ajfiftant  to  Ray — His  j^apers  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadlions. 

DALE. 

^ A MU  EL  Dale,  of  Braintree^  inEJ/ex,. 

the  friend  and  neighbour  of  Mr.  Ray, 
eminent  for  his  knowledge  of  botany ; but 
better  known  as  a .writer  on  the  moft  im- 
portant part  of  the  fcience,  its  application 
to  the  purpofes  of  phyfic.  I am  not  fur- 
nifhed  with  any  anecdotes  concerning  this 
refpedlable  writer,  further  than,  ,that  he 
pradlifed  as  an  apothecary  at  Braintree^ 
until  about  the  year  1730  5 about  which 
time  he  became  a Licentiate  of  the  College 
of  Phyficians,  and  was  eledted  a Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Society.  At  this  time,  I appre- 
hend, he  fettled  at  Bookings  and  pradlifed 
as  a phyficiaii  until  his  deceafe,  June  6th, 

1739^ 
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1739,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  buried  in  the  DilTenter’s  burying- 
ground  at  Backing.  A print  of  him  may 
be  feen  before  the  third  edition  of  his  Phar^ 
macologia. 

He  publifhedPHARMACOLOGiA,  f. 
nuduBio  ad  Materiam  Medicajn.  It  was  firft 
printed  in  8°,  1693,  with  the  fanftion  of 
the  College  of  Phyficians,  and  we  find  four 
editions  of  it  printed  abroad.  It  was  re- 
publifhed  at  London  in  1705  and  1710,  8% 
and  a third  time  in  4%  in  1737,  pp.  460 ; 
which  edition  is  much  improved  and  en- 
larged^ The  arrangement  of  the  work 
is  that  of  Ray  ; and,  to  each  chapter, 
throughout  the  vegetable  kingdom,  he 
has  prefixed  the  charafters  of  the  genus, 
from  the  Methodus  Emendafa  of  that  au- 
thor. He  has  moreover,  with  great  labour, 
conftrudled  a Syllabus^  or  fynoptical  view 
of  all  the  articles  under  each  fedtion  or 
clafs,  on  a more  amplified  plan,  than  that 
of  Ray. 

The  Materia  Adedica  of  Dale,  in  its 
firft  edition,  may  be  faid  to  have  been  one . 
of  the  earlieft  rational  books  on  the  fub- 
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jeft.  In  an  interval  of  more  than  forty 
years,  between  the  lirft  and  laft  editions,, 
jnuch  of  that  credulity  which  had  obtained, 
refpeding  the  powers  of  limples,  among  the 
writers  of  the  lafl  century,  had  abated.  Se-. 
veral  excellent  publications  had  taken  place 
abroad,  which,  aided  by  improvenaents  at 
home,  enabled  Dale  to  feled  better  materi- 
als, and  give  his  laft  edition  the  importance 
of  a new  worli.  Scarcely  in  any  author  is 
there  a more  copious  colledion  of  fynonyms, 
a circumftance  which,  independent  of  much 
other  intrific  worth,  will  long  continue  the 
ufe  of  the  book,  with  thofe  who  wifti  to 
purfue  the  hiftofy  of  any  article  through  all 
former  writers  on  the  fubjed. 

In  173c,  Mr.  Dale  publiftied,  ‘‘The 
Antiquities  of  Harwich  and  Dover 

Court,’'  in  4%  pp.  464.  tab.  14.  writ- 
ten by  /S&r  Taylor,  Ge&f,  about  the  year 
1676,  with  large  notes,  amounting  to  much 
'the  greater  part'  of  the  book.  Howfoever 
refpedable  our  author  may  appear  as  an  an-r 
tiquary  in  this  volume,  he  is  equally  fo  as  a' 
naturalift,  in  general.  His  Hiftory  of  the 
Figured  Foftils  of  the  Cliff  is  very  e:?cad:, 

and 
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and  copious.;  and  the  view  he  has  given,  in 
a fhort  compafs,  of  the  various  opinions 
relating  to  the  origin  of  thefe  bodies,  as 
held  by  the  writers  of  the  laft,  and  J;hc 
beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  is  very 
fatisfadory; 

His  Synop/is  of  the  animals  and  vegetables 
of  the  neighbouring  fea  and  coaft,  proves 
his  intimate  and  critical  knowledge  of  his 
fubjeds ; and  being  embellifhed  with  feve,- 
ral  good  copper- plates,  renders  his  book  a 
real  acquifition  to  fcience. 

It  is  highly  probable,  that,  from  their 
vicinity  to  each  other.  Dale  owed  to  Mr. 
Ray,  his  attachment  to  natural  hiftory, 
and  the  great  proficiency  he  fo  early  made 
in  that  ftudy.  We  find  Mr.  Ray  acknow- 
ledging his  afiiftance  in  colleding,  and  ex- 
tricating the  fynonyms  of  plants,  corrod- 
ing errors,  and  fupplying  omiffions,  for  his 
Hijioria  Plajitaruniy  of  which  the  imprima-^ 
tU7'  b^ars  date  1685,  when  Dale  could 
not  be^more  than  26  years  old. 

Dal"e  was  the  author  of  feveral  com- 
munications to  the  Royal  Society,  which 
8 were 
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were  publiflied  in  the  Philofophical  ^ranf^ 
aBions. 

A Method  of  making-  Turnip  Bread: 
pradlifed  in  Effex  in  a fcarcity  of  corn  in 
1693.  Pnnted  in  N°  <2.0^. 

Some  Obfervations  on  the  Vermis  Aureus 
of  Bartholine  (aphrodita  aculeata  Lin.J  a 
marine  animal,  called  a Sea  Moufe  : common 
on  the  coafl:  of  England ; but  not  having 
been  much  obferved,  until  Dr.  Moly7teux 
defcribed  it,  had  at  that  time  excited  curio- 
lity.  N“  249. 

A Relation  of  two  large  Eels,  taken 
on  the  coaft  of  EJfex.  One  of  thefe  mea- 
fured  five  feet  eight  inches ; the  other  feven 
feet,  in  length.  They  wanted  the  charadler 
of  the  Conger,  and  were  judged  to  be  frefli 
water  eels,  carried  by  floods  into  the  fea. 
N®  238,  Vol.  XX.  p.  90. 

On  feveral  Infedls  found  near  Colchejler. 
N®  249, 

The  Cafe  of  a Woman,  who  laboured 
under  an  obftinate  Jaundice,  accompanied 
with  that  defedl  of  fight,  which  Patholo-^ 
gifts  have  called  Amblyopia  Crepufcularh  ; 
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in  which,  vifion  is  quite  loll  after  fun-fet, 
and  gradually  returns  as  day-light  comes  on 
again,  N°2ii.  Vol.  xviii.  p.  158. 

Queries,  relating  to  the  Entaliay  Denta^ 
lidy  Blatta  byzantinay  Purpuray  and  Buc-^ 
etna  of  the  Shops,  N°  197.  They  were 
^anfwered  by  Dr.  Lister. 

An  Account,  with  figures,  of  three  Sax- 
on Coins,  dug  up  at  Honedon  in  Suffolk. 
N°  205.  Vol.  xvii.  p.  874. 

An  Account  of  Harwich  Cliff,  with  a 
Lift  of  twenty-eight  Species  of  Fofiil  Shells, 
found  imbedded  in  the  Strata.  N®  291, 
Vol,  xxiv.  p.  1 568.  This  was  much  en- 
larged in  the  Notes  to  the  Hiftory  of  Har- 
wich y mentioned  above. 

An  Account  of  MSS.  left  by  Mr.  Ray, 
N"  307,  Vol.  XXV.  p.  1282. 

A Letter  from  Samuel  Dale,  M.  L.  to 
Sir  Sloan E,  Baronet,  F.R.S.  con- 
taining Deferiptions  of  the  Moofe  Decry  and 
a fort  of  Stag  in  Virginia,  with  Remarks 
on  the  Flying  Squirrel  of  America.  Vol. 
xxxix.  p.  384^. 

* Linnjeus  applied  the  name  Dalea  to  a new  Ame- 
rican plant  of  the  Diadelphous  clafs,  communicated  by 

Miller 
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Miller  to  the  Clifford  Garden^  and  figured  in  the 
Work  that  bears  that  name.  The  plant  afterwards  fell 
into  the  genus  Pforalea^  eftablifhed  by  Van  Royen,  now 
comprehending  many  fpecies,  where  it  preferves  the 
trivial  name  of  Dalea.  Brown  endeavoured  afterwards, 
to  perpetuate  Dale  in  his  Jamaica  Plants  ; but  Brown’s 
fpecies  became  the  Eupatorium  Dalea  of  the  Linnaan 
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Bradley  — ci  popular  Writer  on  Gardening  and 
Agrkulture-—ProfeJ[or  of  Botany  at  Cambridge 
— Hiftoria  Plantarum  Succulentarum. 

Blair  — Anecdotes  of — ITis  Mifcellaneous  Ohferv ac- 
tions— Botanic  EJfays:  a Book  of  much  Injlruc^ 
lion — Confirms  the  DoBrine  of  the  Sexes  of 
Plante  hy  Experiments — Pharmaco-botanologia 
—Papers  in  the  Phiiofophical  TranfadioiiSv 


, BRADLEY. 

J^ICHARD  Bradley,  a popular  writ- 
er on  Gardening  and  Agriculture,  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century,  was  one  of  the  firft 
who  treated  thefe  fubjedts  in  a phiiofophical 
manner;  and,  as  he  pofleffed  confiderable 
botanical  knowledge,  is  entitled  to  a place  in 
thefe  Anecdotes.  He  firft  made  himfelf 
known  to  the  public  by  two  papers,  printed 
in  the  xxixth  Volume  of  the  Phiiofophical 
y ^ranfadlions.  One  on  the  Motion  of  the  Sap 
inVegetables^  the  other,  on  the  quick 
Growth  of  Mouldinefs  on  Melons  He 
became  a Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society^  and 

* Vol.  xxbc.  p.  486,  t Ib,  p.  490. 
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was  chofen  Profeffor  of  Botany  in  the  Unle- 
ver fity  of  Cambridge y in  1724.  Bradley 
was  the  author  of  more  than  twenty  fepa- 
rate  publications ; chiefly  on  Gardening  and 
Agriculture,  publiihed  between  the  years 
1716  and  1730. 

- His  New  Improvement  of  Planting 
and  Gardening,  both  Philofophical  and 
Pradical,”  8%  I7i7>  went  through  re- 
peated impreffions  j as  did  his  Gentleman’s 
and  Gardener’s  Kalendar,”  (which  was 
the  fourth  part  of  the  preceding  book)  both 
at  home,  and  in  tranflations  abroad.  'Hiss 
‘‘  Philofophical  Account  of  the  Works  of 
^'‘Nature,”  4”.  1721,  was  a popular,  in- 
flrudlive,  and  entertaining  work,  and  con- 
tinued in  repute  feveral  years.  The  fame 
may  be  faid  of  his  General  Treatife  of 
‘^Tlufbandry  and  Gardening,”  8k  2 Vol. 
1726  ; and  of  his  Pradical  Difeourfes 
concerning  the  four  Elements,  as  they 
relate  to  the  Growth  of  Plants.”  8°. 
1727.  Dictionarhmi  Bofanictan,''  8k 

17(28,  was,  I believe,  the  firfl  attempt  of 
the  kind  in  England, 

'Mr.  Bradley  was  not  eminent  for  any 
Sifeoveries  relating  to  the  indigenous  plants 
^ ' of 

V 


I'3I- 


Bradley. 

of  Bnghmd  \ but  exotic  botany  was  indebt- 
ed to  him  for  an  undertaking,  which  there 
is  rcafon  to  regret  he  was  not  enabled  to 
purfue  and  perfedt.  I,  mean  his  book  on 
Succulent  Plants,  - As  this  tribe  is  incapa- 
ble of  being  advan  tageou fly  prefer ved  in  a 
Hortiis  Siccus^  there  is  no  part  of  botany 
that  calls  more  effentially  for  a feparate 
publication.  His  work  bears  the  following 
title,  Historia  Plantarum  Succu- 
LENTARUM,  compkSiens  hafee  mfequentes 
PlanfaSy  Aloen  Jcilicet^  Ficoiden,  CereaSy^Me^ 
locardiunty  aliafque  ejus  generis  quee  in  Horto 
Jicco  coli  nonpojjuntcfecundum  Prototypumputa 
natura7n  in  tabellis  aneis  infculptasy  earum* 
dein  Deferiptiones  hue  accedunt  et  Cultura,  4®. 
1716.  t.  50.  It  was  publhhed  in  Decadsy 
at  different  times,  between  the  years  1716 
and  1727;  of  which  only  five  were  com- 
pleted. The  whole  was  republiflied  in  1734. 
The  deferiptions  are  in  Latin  and  Englifh, 
and  the  figures  extremely  well  done  in  the* 
ftlle  of  the  time.  It  preferves  its  value,  as 
being  cited  by  Linn^us,  and  as  containing 
fome  plants  not  figured  in  any  other  pub- 
K 2 lication. 
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lication.  A fpecles  of  Sedum  is  the  only  . 
indigenous  plant  contained  in  it. 

Bradley  gave  a courfe  of  Ledlures  on 
the  Materia  Medlca^  in  Lo72do?ty  in  the  year 
1729,  which  he  publiflied  in  8*,  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year.  He  died  at  the  latter  end  of 

' 1732- 

Although  Bradley’s  writings  do  not 
abound  in  new  difcoveries,  yet  they  are  not 
deftitute  of  interefting  knowledge,  colleded . 
from  contemporary  gardeners,  ,and  from 
books.  - He  was  an  advocate  for  the  circu- 
lation of  the  fap,  and  made  feveral  new  ob- 
fervations  on  the  fexes  of  plants,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  prodiidlion  of  hybrid  fpecies, 
by  which  he  added  flrength  to  that  doc- 
trine. - He  wrote  inftruftively  on  the  gems 
of  trees  ; on  bulbs  ; on  grafting  ^ and  par- 
ticularly, on  the  methods  of  producing  va- 
' riegated  and  double  flowers. 

On  the  whole,  Bradley’s  writings, 
coinciding  with  the  growing  tafle  for  gar- 
dening, the  introduftion  of  exotics,  and 
improvements  in  hufl3andry,  contributed  to 
«xcite  a more  philofophical  view  of  thefc 

arts. 
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'arts,  and  dlfFufe  a general  and  popnlac 
knowledge  of  them  throughout  the  king- 
dom. 

The  induftry  and  talents  of  Bradley 
were  not  mean  ^ and  though  unadorned  by 
learning,  were  fufhcient  to  have  fecured  to 
him,  that  reputable  degree  of  refpedl  from 
pofterity,  which  it  will  ever  juftly  with- 
hold from  him  who  fails  to  recommend 
fuch  qualifications,  by  integrity  and  pro- 
priety of  conduit.  In  thefe,  unhappily, 
Mr.  Bradley  was  deficient.  We  learn, 
from  the  account  given  of  him  by  Mr. 
Martyn,  that  he  procured  the  profeflbr- 
' iliip  in  a clandeftine  and  fraudulent  man- 
ner, and  afterwards  negledled  to  perform  the 
duties  of  it.  The  Univerfity,  neverthelefs, 
■fallowed  him  to  retain  the  nominal  diftindlion 
of  ProfeflTor,  and  appointed  Dr.  Martyn 
'to  give  the  ledlures.  Near  the  conclufion 
of  his  life,  his  conduit  was  fo  unbecoming, 
that  it  was  in  agitation  to  deprive  him  of 
this  nominal  title. 
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Blair* 

Dr.  Patrick  Blair  was  a native  of  Scot^ 
landy  and  praftifed  phyfic  and  furgery  at 
Dundee ; where  he  made  himfelf  firft  known 
as  an  anatomift,  by  the  diffeftion  of  an  ele- 
phant, which  died  near  that  place,  in  1706* 
He  was  a Nonjuror,  and  fo  far  attached 
to  the  exiled  family,  as  to  have  been  im^ 
prifoned  in  the  rebellion  in  1715,  as  a 
fufpeded  perfon.  He  afterwards  removed 
to  LoJidoHy  where  he  recommended  himfelf 
to  the  Royal  Society y by  fome  Difcourfes  on 
the  Sexes  of  Flowers.  His  ftay  in  London 
was  not  long  ; he  quitted  it,  and  fettled  at 
Bojlony  in  Lincolnjhire ; where,  if  I miftake 
not,  he  pradlifed  phyfic  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  ' I am  not  able  to  afcer- 
tain  the  time  of  his  deceafe ; but  I con- 
jedlure  that  it  was  foon  after  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Seventh  Decad  of  his  Pharmaco^ 
botanologiay  in  1725. 

Dr.  Blair’s  firft  publication  was  inti- 
tuled Mifcellaneous  Obfervations  in  Phy-^ 
fic.  Anatomy,  Surgery,  and  Botanicks.” 
8%  17^8.  In  the  botanical  part  of  this 

work. 
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^ork,  he  infinuates  fome  doubts  rekting  to 
the  method  fuggefled  by  Petiver,  and 
.others,  of  deducing  the  qualities  of  vege- 
tables, from  the  agreement  in  natural  cha- 
rafters ; and  inftances  the  Cynoglojfumy  as 
tending  to.  prove  the  fallacy  of  this  rule. 
He  relates  feveral  inllances  of  the  poifonous 
effefts  of  plants ; and  thinks  the  Kchium 
Marinim  ( Piilmonaria  Mari  lima  Lin.) 
ihould  be  ranked  in  the  genus  CyjzogloJftm^ 
lince  it  poiielles  a narcotic  power.  He 
defcribes,  and  figures,  feveral  of  the  more 
rare  BritiJJj  plants,  which  he  had  difcover- 
ed  in  a tour  made  into  TVaks,  e.  g.  The 
Rumex  Digy?7us  : Lobelia  Dort7na?i72a  : Alif^ 
rna  Ranunculoides  : Pyrola  RotimdijoHa 
chemilla  Alpinay  &c. 

But  the  work  by  which  Dr.  Blair  ren- 
dered the  greateft  fervice  to  botany,,  origi- 
nated with  his  Difcourfe  on  the  Sexes  of 
‘‘  Plants,”  read  before  the  Royal  Society ^ 
and  afterwards  greatly  amplified,  and  pub~ 
liflied,  at  the  requeft  of  feveral  members  of 
. that  body,  under  the  title  of, 

Botanick  Essays.  1720.  8®.  pp.  414. 
with  four  copper-plates.  This  treatife  is 
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’ divided  into  two  parts,  containing  five  cit 
fays.  The  three  firft,  concerning  what  is 
proper  to  plants ; the  two  laft,  what  is  com- 
mon to  plants  and  animals. 

ElTay  I.  On  the  Strudlure  of  Flowers.  The 
'Diftindlion  and  Definition  of  the  fe- 
veral  Parts. 

Efiay  II.  Definition  of  the  Fruity  and  the 
leveral  Kinds. 

Elfay  III.  Of  the  different  Methods  of  dif- 
pofing  Plants,  Analyfis  of  the  feve- 
ral  Methods  of  Claffification,  with 
Critical  Remarks  on  each. 

Effay  IV.  On  the  Generation  of  Plants. 
The  Concurrence  of  Sexes  neceffary. 
Variety  of  Reafons  in  Favour  of  this 
[ Dodtrine.  The  fevcral  Opinions  re- 

lating to  the  Nature  and  Ufe  of  the 
Farina.  Mr.  Morland's  Opinion 
confuted. 

Efiay  V.  Of  the  Nourifhment  of  Plants. 
The  Fa/m  Semina/ia.  The  Vegeta- 
tion of  Annuals,  and  of  Trees;  and 
the  Strudlure  of  the  Parts  explained. 
That  there  is  a Circulation  of  the  Sap 
i in  Vegetables. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Blair’s  treatife,  as  far  as  I can  find, 
was  the  firft  compleat  work,  at  leaft  in 
the  language,  written  on  the  fub- 

jedl;  and  the  author  fhews  himfelf  well  ac- 
quainted, in  general,  with  all  the  opinions, 
and  arguments  of  authors,  on  the  matter 
of  each  effay.  The  value  of  thefe  EJfays 
muft  not  be  cftimated  by  the  meafure  of. 
modern  knov/ledge,  though  even  at  this 
day,  they  may  be  read  by  thofe  not  criti- 
cally verfed  in  the  fubjeft,  with  inftrudlion 
and  improvement.  A view  of  the  feveral 
methods  then  invented,  cannot  be  feen  fo 
conneftedly  exhibited  in  any  other  Englijh 
author.  Dr.  Blair  fi. Lengthened  the  ar- 
guments in  proof  of  the  Sexes  of  Plants, 
by  found  reafoning,  and  fome  new  experi- 
ments. His  reafons  againft  Morland’s 
opinion,  of  the  entrance  of  the  Farina  in- 
to the  Vafculum  feminaky  and  his  refuta- 
tion of  the  Lewenhoekian  theory,  have  met 
with  the  fandtion  of  the  moderns.  If  his 
theory  of  vegetation,  of  the  nourifhment 
cf  plants,  and  his  arguments  in  favour  of 
the  circulation  of  the  fap,  do  not  meet 
with  the  approbation  cf  the  prefent  age,  it 

muft 
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niuft  at  leail:  be  granted,  that  they  are  as 
rational  in  the  principle  of  them,  as  thofe 
of  his  predecelibrs. 

Pharmaco-^bolanoiogm:  or,  An  Alpliabe- 
**  tical  and  Claffical  DilTertation  on  all  the 

Brittjh  Indigenous  and  Garden  Plants  of 

the  New  DifpenfatoryA  Lond.  1723— 
2728.  4®.  The  genera  and  fpecies  are  de- 
jcribed,  the  fenfible  qualities  and  medicinal 
powers  are  fubjoined,  and  the  pharmaceu- 
tical ufes. 

In  this  work  the  author  notices  feveral  of 
the  more  rare  Englifi  plants,  difcovered  by 
himfelf  in  the  environs  of  Bojion. . The 
work  was  imperfedl,  being  carried  no  far- 
ther than  the  letter  H. 

Dr.  Blair  was  the  author  of  the  fol- 
lowing papers  in  the  PhHofaphical  Pranfac^ 
tions. 

The  Anatomy  and  Ofteology  of  an  Elcr 
phant,  with  an  hiftorical  Account  of  that 
Animal.  326,  327.  358.  Vol.  xxvih 
p.  5^.  and  \ 17.  and  Vcl.  xxx.  p.  385.  This 
Account  wT.s  alfo  feparately  publiilied  in 
4k  1 71 1,  illudrated  with  figures. 

. The  heat  of  the  weather  when  the  anir 
$nal  died,  occafioned  a precipitate  diileftionji 
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but  the  rarity  of  the  occafion  added  fuch 
zeal  to  the  anatomift,  that  it  is  matter  of 
furprife  that  Dr.  Blair  could  fo  amply 
gratify  the  comparaiive  anatomift,  as  he  has 
done  in  this  paper.  He  has'fupplied  the 
deficiency  of  fome  articles,  and  iiluftrated 
others,  from  the  Hiftory  of  the  Bifiedtiou 
of  an  Elephant  which  perifKed  at  ’Dublin', 
publiihea  by  Dr.  Moulins,  in  1682. 

An  Account  of  the  AJheJluSy  or  Lapis 
ArnianthiiSy  found  in  the  county  of  Angus, 
in  Scotlajid.  N°  333.  Vol.  xxvii.  p.  434. 

A Diffedlion  of  a Child  emaciated.  N* 
353*  P-  631.  At  five  months 

old  the  child  weighed  only  five  pounds.  Dr. 
Blair  could  find  no  veftige  of  the 
turn,  and  queries  whether  this  atrophy  might 
not  originate  in  the  want  of  that  membrane. 
The  abfence  of  this  part  was  probably  the 
confequence,  rather  than  the  caufe  of  this 
infant's  difeafe. 

An  Account  of  a Boy  who  lived  a con- 
fiderable  Time  without  Food.  N”  364. 
Vol.  xxxi.  p.  28. 

A Method  of  difcovering  the  Virtues  of 
Plants  by  their  external  Strudure.  364, 

Vol. 
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Vol.  xxxi.  p.  30.  Dr.  Blair  thinks  it 
probable  that  even  the  ancients  were  led,  in 
many  inftanccs,  by  the  comparifon  of  the 
habit,  to  afcribe  fimilar  virtues  to  plants  ; 
and,  in  others,  by  the  conformity  in  the 
fenlible  qualities  of  tafte  and  fmell. 

Obfervations  on  the  Generation  of  Plants. 
Is*'  369.  Vol.  xxxi.  p.  216.  An  Experi- 
ment by  Mr.  Philip  Miller,  who,  on  fepa- 
rating  the  Male  Spinach  from  the  Female, 
found  that  the  Seeds  ripened ; but  on  being 
fown,  did  not  vegetate.  Inftanccs  of  Hybrid 
Produftions  among  Savoy  and  other  Cab- 
bage Plants.  Obfervations  on  Variegations 
in  Plants : on  the  Impregnation  of  Flowers, 
by  the  Bees  and  other  Infed:s  carrying  the 
Farina  from  Flower  to  Flower  '-s 

* Houston  denominated  2.n  Jmer'icun  plant,  defcribeJ 
, by  Sloane  as.  a Scorodmla^  after  the  name  of  Blair. 
This  proving  to  be  a fpecies  of  Verbena^  Linn^us,  feii- 
fible  of  the  praife  due  to  Blair,  transferred  the  appella- 
tion to  a Teirandroiis  plant  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hipe,  nearly  allied  in  habit  to  the  Heath  genus,  and  called 

itBLiERIA.  / 
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'Shcx-^x^--Some  account  of-— Makes  fever al  toiir^ 
on  the  continent — Communications  to  Ray  — 
Suppofed  author  of  Schola  Botanica — Editor  of 
Herman’s  Paradifus  — Conful  at  Smyrna  — 
Communicates  the  Monumenta  Teia  and  Sigean 
Infcription  to  Chilhull  — Garden  near  Smyrna 
— Brings  Dillenius  into  England  — His  Pinax 
•—Herbarium — Endows  the  prof ejforjhip  at  Ox- 
ford. 

fames  Sherard  — Brother  to  the  Conful  — Well 
verfed  in  Englifh  Botany — His  garden  at  El- 
tham  — Infcription  on  his  monuments 


DR.  WILLIAM  SHERARD. 

J^ILLIAM  Sherard,  or  Sherwood, 
the  fort  of  George  Sherwood,  of  Biijhby, 
in  Lekejlerfiire,  was  born  in  1659,  and 
educated  at  Merchant  Taylors’  School, 
till  he  was  entered  ^at  St,  Johns  College, 
Oxford,  in  the  year  1677.  college 

he  became  a Fellow,  and  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Law,  Dec.  11,  1683.  After 
this  time,  he  accompanied  Lord  Vifcount 
fownjhend  in  his  travels,*  and  difcharged 

his 


/ 
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his  truft  with  fo  much  reputation,  that 
he  v/as  prevailed  on  to  take  the  charge  of 
Wriothejlyy  grandfon  of  William,  firft  Duke 
of  Bedford  ; and  made  a fecond  tour  to 
the  continent,  with  equal  fa tisfa£tion  to  the 
noble  family  who  confided  in  him* 

He  returned  from  this  tour,  as  I con- 
jedture,  about  the  year  1693;  and  commu- 
nicated to  Mr.  Ray  a Catalogue  of  Plants, 
which  he  had  remarked  on  Mount  Jura, 
Sale-ve,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Geneva, 
This  was  publifhed  as  a Supplement  in 
Ray’s  Sylloge  Stirpium  Europ<^arumi' 
About  this  time  we  find  he  was  in  Ireland, 
with  his  friend  Arthur  Rawdon,  at 
Moyra  ; of  whom  mention  has  been  made 
in  the  article  Sloane. 

In  travelling,  Sherard  gratified  his  fa- 
vourite paffion,  and  formed  connexions 
with  the  moft  celebrated  charaXers  on  the 
continent,  PIerman,  Boerhaave,  and 
Tournefort.  Pie  was  very  early  fleilled 
in  EngliJJj  botany  5 and  although  Tiis  publi- 
cations are  few,  there  is  no  doubt  that  he 
had  beflowed  great  affiduity  in  the  ftudy  of 
Englijh  plants.  Need  I allege  any  farther 

evidence. 
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evidence,  than  the  obligations,  already  men- 
tioned, which  Mr.  Ray  acknowledges  for 
'affiftance  in  his'  Hiflory  of  Plants/* 
He  travelled  early  into  various  parts  of 
England y and  was  ever  attentive  to  make 
difcoveries.  He  made  the  tour  of  the  Weft 
as  far  as  into  Cornwall.  He  fearched  the 
ifland  of  Jerfey^  and  communicated  a Lift 
of  Plants  to  Mr.  Ray,  to  be  inferted  in 
the  ftrft  edition  of  the  Synopjis^  printed  in 
1690. 

He  is  faid  to  have  been  the  author  of 
a book  publifhed  under  the  name  of  Samuel 
Wharton,  Schola  Botajiicar-y  five,  Cata- 
logiis  Plant  arum  qiias  ab  aliquot  An?iis  in  Ilorto 
Regio  Parijienfi  Studiojis  indigitavit  J of.  Pet. 
Tournefort/*  A.mft.  1689.  12“.  It  w^as 
reprinted  in  1691,  and  1699.  If  indeed 
Sherard  was  the  author  of  this  book,  he 
muft  have  attended  the  ledtures  of  Tour  ne- 
FORT  three  feveral  feafons.  It  contains  a 
rude  Iketch  ofTouRNEFORT’s  Method  of 
Botany,  exemplified  in  a large  catalogue  of 
plants ; among  which  are  innumerable  va- 
rieties, fome  new  fpecies  colledled  by 
Tournefort  himfelf  in  the  Pyrencean 
r Mountains, 
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Mountains,  and  others  introduced  by  the 
care  of  M.  Fagon. 

It  is  to  Sherard  alfo,  that  the  learned 
owe  the  publication  of  Herman’s  Para^ 
difus  BatavuSy  continens  plus  centum  Plantas 
affabre  Mre  incifasy  et  Defcriptionibus  illuf- 
tratasP  4°.  Lugd.  Bat.  1698.  He  wrote 
a preface  to  this  work,  in  which  he  relates 
the  difficulties  he  met  with,  in  reducing  the 
author’s  papers  into  method ; and  v;hich 
contains  an  account  of  other  works  of 
Herman.  This  preface  is  dated  from  Ge~ 
nevay  in  April  1697  > which  time,  I ap- 
prehend, Sherard  was  on  his  third  tour, 
on  the  continent. 

In  the  year  1700,  Mr.  Sherard  com- 
municated to  the  Royal  Society  a Method 
of  making  feveral  China  Varniffies,  which 
w^ere  fent  from  the*  Jefuits  in  China  to  the 
Great  Duke  of  Tufcany.  It  was  publiffied 
in  the  Philofophical  TranfaBionSy  N°  262. 
Vol.  xxii.  p.  525.  And  the  next  year  he 
communicated  to  the  Society  a paper  from 
Dr.  J.  del  Passa,  on  the  poifonous  Ef- 
fedls  of  the  Indian  Varnifh  on  the  human 
Skin ; which  on  the  naked  Skin  of  Poultry 
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proved  quite  harmlefs.  , How  foon  after 
this  time  he  was 'engaged  in  any  public 
employment,  I cannot  determine : but,  in 
1702,  he  was  one  of  the  commiffioners  for 
fick  and  wounded  feamen  at  Portfmouth ; 
and,  I believe,  was  foon  after  appointed 
conful  at  Smyrna  ^ a department,  which,  it 
is  probable,  his  defirc'  of  inveftigating  the 
plants  of  the  Eafl:  had  no  fmall  fliare  in 
inducing  him  to  accept.  But  Sherard’s 
knowledge  and  tafte  ’was  not  confined  to 
the  ftudy  of  botany.  Mr.  Martyn  in- 
forms us,  that,  in  1705,  with  Antonio 
PiCENiNi,  he  vifited  the  feven  churches  of 
Afia.  In  1709  and  1716,  he  tranfcribed 
the  Momimenta  Teia,  and  caufed  the  Sigean 
infcription  to  be  copied  and  fent  to  E?2g^ 
lajid  and  the  learned  Dr.  Chishull  de- 
dicates his  account  of  it  to  him.’*  He  alfo 
fent  an  account  of  the-  ifland  raifed  near 
Santoriniy  in  the  Archipelago^'  on  the  J2th 
of  May,  1707;  which  was  printed  in  the 
Philofophical  PranfaBions^  N®  3 1 4.  Vol.  xxii. 
p.  67. 

During  his  refidence  at  Smyrna^  he  had 
a country  houfe  at  a place  called  Sedekio. 
Vol.  II.  L It 
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It  is  not  yet  forgotten  as  the  refidence  of 
Sherard.  In  1749,  |Hasselquist  vi- 
fited  this  retreat,  and  viewed,  with  all  the 
enthufiafm  of  a young  botanift,  the  fpot 
where  the  regent  of  the  botanic  world,*’ 
as  he  ftiles  him,  fpent  his  fummers,  and 
cultivated  his  garden.  Here  Sherard 
collected  fpecimens  of  all  the  plants  of  Na^ 
folia  and  Greece^  and  began  that  famous 
Herbarium^  which  at  length  became  the 
moll  extenfive  that  had  ever  been  feen  as 
the  work  of  one  man,  lince  it  is  faid  final- 
ly to  have  contained  12,000  fpecies.  And 
here  he  is  faid  to  have  begun  the  much- 
celebrated  Pinaxy  to  which  he  continued  to 
make  acceffions  throughout  his  life.  He 
returned  into  England,  in  1718.  Soon  after 
which  time,  he  had  the  degree  of  Dodlor 
of  Laws  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Uni- 
verlity  of  Oxford. 

In  1721,  Dr.  Sherard  communicated 
to  the  Royal  Society  an  Account  of  the 
Poifon  Wood  Tree  of  New  England,  which 
he  had  received  from  Mr.  More.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  fpecies  had  been  afeer- 
tained  till  Dr.  Sherard  pointed  it  out  as 

the 
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tht  Arbor  Americana  alatisFoliisy  &c.  Pluk* 
Phytogr.  t.  145.  f.  I.  fRhus  VernixlAn.) 
This  obfervation'  is  printed  in  the  Phil., 
P'ranf.  N®  367*  VoL  xxxi^  p.  147. 

In  this  year  he  returned  to  the  continent, 
and  made  the  tour  of  Hollandy  Franccy  and 
Italy.  Whilft  at  Parisy  he  found  Vail- 
LANT  in  a declining  ftate  of  health  ; but, 
anxious  to  preferve  his  papers  from  obli- 
vion, Vaillant  had  folicited  Boer- 
HAAVE  to  purchafe,  and  to  publifli  them. 
Sherard  negoclated  the  bufinefs,  and 
fpent  the  greateft  part  of  the  fummer  with 
Boerhaave,  in  reducing  the  manufcripts 
- into  order.  To  Sherard,  therefore,  prin- 
cipally, the  learned  owe  the  Botanicon  Pa^ 
rijienfey  which  was.  publifhed  in  1727. 
Boerhaave  prefixed  to  this  \Vork  z.  Latin 
letter,  written  by  Dr.  Sherard,  giving 
an  account  of  this  tranfailion ; which  is 
alfo  more  fully  explained  in  the  preface. 
It  was  in  this  tour,  that,  being  in  fearch  of 
plants  in  the  AlpSy  he  narrowly  efcaped  be- 
ing fhot  by  a peafant  for  a wolf. 

On  his  return,  he  brought  over  with 
him  the  celebrated  Dillenius,  with 

L z whom 
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whom  he  had  before  correfponded,  and 
whom  he  had  encouraged  to  profecute  his 
, enquiries  into  the  Cryptogamia  clafs,  and  in 
publifhing  his  l^lantce  GiJJenfes,  S h e r a r d 
had  himfelf  been  among  the  earlieft  in 
Englmdy  to  promote  attention  to  this  hi- 
therto neglected  part  of  nature  ^ and  in  this 
Dillenius  had  already  excelled  all  who 
had  written  before  him. 

Although  Dr.  Sherard  had  acquired 
a confiderable  fortune  in  AJia^  yet  he  lived 
with  the  greateft  privacy  in  London,  wholly 
immerfed  in  the  ftudy  of  natural  hiftory ; 
except  when  he  went  to  his  brother's  feat 
and  fine  garden  at  Eltham,  Dr.  Dil- 
LENius  aflifted  him  in  his  chief  employ- 
ment, the  carrying  on  his  Pmax,  or  Col- 
ledlion  of  all  the  names,  which  had  been 
given  by  botanical  writers  to  each  plant  •, 
being  a continuation  of  Cafpar  Bauhine's 
great  plan. 

Dr. Sherard  was,  in  a particular  man- 
ner, the  patron  of  Mr.  Mark  Catesby  ^ 
and  himfelf  affixed  the  Latin  names  to  the 
plants  of  **  The  Natural  Hiftory  of  Caro^ 
Unay 

He 
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He  died  Auguft  12,  1728  ; and,  by  his 
will,  gave  three  thoufand  pounds,  to  pro- 
vide a falary  for  a profeffor  of  botany  at 
Oxford,  on  condition,  that  Dr,  Dillenius 
ihould  be  chofen  firft  profeffor.  He  eredled 
the  edifice  at  the  entrance  of  the  garden,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  profeffor ; and  gave  to  this. 
eftablifhment  his  botanical  library,  hisH>r- 
barhtm,  and  the  Pinax-. 

Dr,  Sherard  was  among  the  laft  of 
thofe  ornaments  in  England,  of  that  sra 
which  Linn^us  calls  ‘‘  the  golden  age 
of  botany.’'  Having  from  his  earlieft  years 
a relilh  for  the  ftudy  of  natural  hiftory, 
and  in  his  youth  acquired  a knowledge 
of  Englif  botany,  his  repeated  tours  to 
the  continent,  and  his  long  refidence  in 
the  Eaft,  afforded  ample  fcope  for  his  im- 
provement; and  the  acquifition  of  ajffluence, 
joined  to  his  learning,  and  agreeable  quali- 
ties, rendered  him,  after  his  return  home, 
a liberal  and  zealous  patron  of  the  fcience, 
and  of  thofe  who  cultivated  it 

Some 

* Vaillant  firft  devoted  the  name  Sherardia  to  a 
new  genus,  which  was  afterwards  affimilatell  with  the 
L 3 Vervain^ 
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Some  manufcripts  of  Dr.  Sherard’s 
were  prefented  to  the  Royal  Society  by  Mr. 
Ellis,  in  the  year  1766. 

f 

J.  S H E R A R D. 

y antes ^ the  brother  of  William  Sherard, 
was  born  in  1666.  He  pradtifed  phylic  as 
an  apothecary  in  London^  and  was  early  and 
ftrongly  attached  to  his  brother’s  favourite 
purfuit.  Having  become  eminent  and  opu- 
lent in  his  profeffion,  he  cultivated,  at  his 
country  feat,  at  'Eltham^  in  Kent^  one  of  the 
richeft  gardens  that  'England  ever  poffefled. 
It  was  alfo  the  retirement  of  his  brother, 
the  conful,  after  his  return  from  Smyrna ; 
and  is  immortalized  by  the  pen  of  Dill e- 
Nius.  Mr*  Sherard  is  not  known  as  an 
author  ; but  his  name  frequently  occurs  in 
Ray’s  Synopjisy  for  his  difcoveries  of  rare 
Englijh  plants  j of  which  he  had  great 
knowledge,  as  he  is  faid  to  have  had  of  na- 
tural hiftory  in  general  3 and  his  zeal  for 

Vervain,  About  the  fame  time,  Dillenius  gave  the 
like  appellation,  in  his  Flora  Gijfenfts^  to  an  Englijh  plant 
of  the  Stellated  clafs,  in  the  fyftem  of  Ray,  which  retains 
its.diftindion  in  the  Tetrandrous  clafs  of  Linnjeus. 

botany 
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botany  was  fingularly  great.  To  thefe  he 
added  a relifh  for  the  elegant  and  polite 
arts ; and  particularly  for  mufic,  in  which 
he  was  eminently  ikilled.  . 

He  inherited  the  bulk  of  his  brother's 
fortune ; and,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
had  the  degree  of  Doftor  of  Phyfic  confer- 
red upon  him,  if  I miftake  not,  by  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford ; and  was  admitted*  a 
member  of  the  College' of  Phyficians.  He 
married  Sufanna^  the  daughter  of  Richard 
Lockwood but  died  without  iffue,  Feb. 
12,  1737,  N.  S.  and  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  Evmgton,  near  Leicefer ; where 
his  widow  erefted  a monument  to  his  me- 
mory, of  which  I infert  a copy  below 
She  furvived  him  more  than  four  years. 

* M.  S.  , 

Jacobi  Sherard,  M..D. 

Col.  Med.  !>ond.  Sc  Soc,  Reg.  Soc. 

Viri  multifaria  doflrlna  cultillimi, 

In  rerum  naturalium  Botanices  imprimis  fclentia, 
Pene  fingularis  5 

Et  nequid  ad  obleclandos  amicos  deellet, 

Artis  muficae  peritiffimi 
Acceflerant  illi  in  laudis  cumulum 

L 4 More^ 
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Mores  chriftiani,  vitae  integritas 
Et  erga  omnes 
Comitas  et  benevolentia, 

Obiit  prid.  id.  Feb.  A.  D.  1737, 
Annos  natas  72. 

U^^or  Sufanna,  Rich.  Lockwood,  arm.  fil 
Optimo  marito 

Hoc  monUmentum  mceftiflima  pofuitj 
- Quae  obiit  Nov.  1741,  ^ 

Et  juxta  maritum  fepulta  cR. 
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Dillenius  — a native  of  Germany  — educated  at 
Gieflen — Member  of  the  Academia  Naturse 
Curioforum  — Account  of  his  memoirs  in  the 
Mifcellanea  Curiofa  : on  American  plants  na- 

I 

turalized  in  Europe  : coffee y ^ — His  Cata- 

logus  GifTenfis — An  account  of  that  hook  —His 
numerous  difcoveries  in  the  Cryptogamia  clafs 
— Dillenius  brought  into  England  by  Conful 
Sherard  — Fublijhes  a new  and  greatly  enlarged 
edition  ^ Ray's  Synopfis  — Employed  in  cdrry^ 
ing  on  Sherard's  Pinax^v. 

DILLEN  I US. 

After  Sherard,  I am  led  in 
chronological  courfe,  as  well  as  by 
other  alTociations,  to  a charader  of  the 
higheft  worth  in  botanical  fcience.  That 
harmony  of  tafte,  and  co-operation  of  de- 
fign,  which  firft  conneded  Sherard  and 
Dillenius,  hath  infeparably  united  their 
names,  as  long  as  their  works  fliall  endure. 
Dillenius,  though  not  an  Engliffman 
born,  is  gratefully  naturalized  by  a nation, 

to 


154  CHAPTER  39, 

to  whofe  botanical  fame  he  gave  an  emi- 
nence it  had  not  experienced  from  the  time 
of  Ray.  It  was  no  mean  facrificc  to  re- 
linquifh  his  country,  his  friends,  his  con- 
nexions, and  his  profpefts  from  a profef- 
fion,  which  is,  at  leaft  fometimes,  lucrative, 
that  he  might  devote  himfelf  to  the  culture 
of  fcience,  in  a foreign  land,  where  the  ex- 
tent of  his  views  was  moft  probably  bound- 
ed by  the  precarious  hope  of  a profelTorfhip 
alone. 

John  yacob  Dilleniits  ^ was  born  at 
Darmjladty  in  Germany y in  the  year  168^. 
It  appears  that  he  had  his  education,  prin- 
cipally at  the  univerdty  of  GieJeUy  a city  of 
Upper  Hejfe ; and  where,  probably,  his  fa- 
mily had  confiderable  intereft  and  con- 
nexions ; fince  I find  two  of  his  contempo- 
raries of  the  fame  name,  of  whom,  one  was 

* There  is  a letter  extant,  written  by  Dillenius,  in 
1727,  in  which  he  tells  his  correfpondent,  “ I had  once 
a mind  to  have  fpelled  my  name  Dillen,  it  being 
eafier  to  pronounce ; and  to  make  my  brother  do  the 
fame : for  my  great  grandfather  fpelled  it  fo,  and  my 
great  great  grandfather  Dill  : but,  confidering  that 
my  name  and  my  father’s  had  been  fo  often  printed 
Dillenius,  I haVe  left  it  as  it  is.” 


a profeflbr 


Dillentus. 
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a profelTor  af  medicine,  and  dean  of  the  fa- 
culty of  phyfic  at  that  place  5 and  the  other, 
Poliater^  or  public  phyfician ; an  office,  I 
believe,  not  uncommon  in  Germany y though 
unknown  here;  and  which  Dillenius 
himfelf  held  in  the  fame  city.  He  was  very 
early  made  a member  of  the  Academia  Cu-^ 
rioforum  Germanise.  He  communicated  fe- 
veral  papers  to  that  fociety,  which  were 
publifhed  in  their  Mifcellanea  Curioja.  The 
earlieft,  that  I find,  was  a Diflertation,  in 
the  Third  Century  of  Obfervationsy  about  the 
year  1715,  concerning  the  plants  of  Ame^^ 
rica  which  are  naturalized  in  Europe.  This 
is  a fubjedl  which  might  again  be  taken  up 
by  a ikilful  hand,  to  great  advantage.  The 
refult  of  obfervation,  and  communication 
on  this  matter,  would  unqueftionably  prove, 
that  a far  greater  number  of  plants  than  we 
are  aware  of,  which  are  now  thought  to  be 
indigenous  in  Europe y were  of  exotic  origin. 
Befides  the  mofl:  obvious  method,  from  the 
garden  to  the  dunghill,  and  from  thence  to 
the  field,  amongfi:  a variety  of  other  caufes, 
the  importation  of  grain  has  introduced  a 
great  number : the  package  of  merchan- 

dife. 
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diic,  aPxd  the  clearing  out  of  fhips,  have 
been  the  means  of  difperling  many.  The 
Englifi  F lardy  as  it  now  ftands,  cannot  con- 
tain fewer,  perhaps,  than  fixty  acknowledged 
fpecies  and  a critical  examination*  would 
probably  inveftigate  a much  greater  num- 
ber. 

In  the  Fourth  Century  of  the  fame  work, 
we  find  a critical  dilTertation  on  the  ( Cahve ) 
coffee  of  the  Arabians : and  on  European 
coffee,  or  fuch  as  may  be  prepared  from 
grain  or  pulfe.  Dillenius  gives  the  re- 
fult  of  his  own  preparations  made  with 
peafe,  beans,  and  kidney  beans  ; but  fays, 

. that  from  rye  comes  the  neareft  -to  ^true 
coffee,  and  was  with  difficulty  diflinguiflied 
from  it. 

In  the  Sixth  Centuryy  he  has  defcribed 
and  figured  four  fpecies  of  dubious  plants  ^ 
three  of  thtSpergula  genus,  now  Arenarice  5 
and  a Veronica, 

In  the  Appendix  to  this  Century y Dil- 
lenius gave  the  firft  fpecimen  of  his  ac-  ' 
curate  examination  of  fome  plants  of  the 
Cryptoga?7tous  clafs , which  he  afterwards 
piirfued  fo  greatly  to  the  improvement  of . 

botany^ 
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botany.  In  this  paper,  Dillenios  treats 
on  the  propagation  of  plants  in  general  ; 
but  more  particularly  on  that  of  the  Ferns, 
or  capl/ary  plants  and  of  tht  MoJ/?s,  which’ 
had  hitherto  been  cOnfidered  as  deftitute  of 
dower  and  feed.  He  defcribes  the  flowers 
of  that  genus,  which  he  afterwards  called 
Lichenafiriimy  and  which  was  named  by  Mi- 
chel i,  "Jungermannia.  He  delineates  two 
of  the  Chara  genus  j fonie  of  the  Confervce-, 
and  feveral  of  the  more  perfect:  plants,  parti- 
cularly the  Chondrilla\  He  fixed  the  genus 
Radiola'^  Corrigiola,  &c.  and  particularly  the 
Centunculiis ; and  Cameraria^  -which  was 
afterwards  called  Montia.  To  thefe  he  fub- 
joins  many  curious  obfervations  on  the  uie  of 
tht  petals  and.  Jiamina^  all  tending  to* confirm- 
the  dodirine  of  iht  fexes  of  plants  ; • obferva- ■ 
tions  on  the  root  of  the  Eqidfetnm , on  the 
dull  of  the  Ant  her ce,  and  on  the  different 
iliape  of  that  in  the  Orchis ^ which  he  fays 
is  conical;  and  of  that  in  the  Ophrys^  which 
is  round. 

In  . the  Ninth  Century  of  the  fam^e  work, 
he  relates  an  experiment  he  made  concern- 


I 


158  C H A P T E R 39. 

ing  the  Opium  which  he  prepared  himfelf, 
from  the  poppy  of  European  growth. 

In  the  Eighth  Century ^ he  appears  as  a 
zoologift,  in  a paper  on  Leeches -y  and  de- 
fcribes  two  fpecies  of  the  Papilio  genus. 

In  I7i9>  he  publiflied  his  Catalogue 
of  Plants  growing  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Giejjen  a work  which  eftabliflied 
his  charafter  as  one  of  the  moft  accurate 
botanifts  of  the  age.  It  bears  the  follow- 
ing title : 

Jo.  Jac.  Dillenii,  M.L.  Ac.  Nat. 
Cur.  Coll.  Catalogus  Plantarum  fponte  circa 
GijJ'am  nafcentium,  cumAppendicCy  quay  Plan-- 
ta  poji  editum  Catalogum  circa  et  extra  Gif- 
fam  obfervatce  recenjentury  Specierum  novarum 
vel  dubiarum  Defer iptiones  traduntury  et  Ge- 
nera Plantarum  novayFiguris  ceneis  illufratay 
deferibuntur : pro  fupplendis  Infiitutionibus 
Rei  Herbarice  Jofephi  Pit  ton  Tournefor- 
Tii.’’  Frank,  ad  Mcen.  1719.  8\  Cum 
tab.  xvi.  Cat.  pp.  240.  App.  pp.  174.- 
Cui  fubjicitur  Examen  Refponjionis  Aug. 
^uir.  Rivini. 

It  is  dedicated  to  the  heads  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Giejfen  ; and  contains  the  plants 
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of  the  neighbourhood,  confined  to  a circuit 
of  not  more  than  a German  mile  and  a half* 
Of  this  tradl  he  has  given  a map  in  his 
book. 

The  author  has  prefixed  A Critical  Ex- 
amination  of  the  Methods  of  arranging 
Plants,”  publifhed  by  Ray  and  Kn aut, 
who  had  founded  their  claffical  diftindlions 
on  the  fruit ; and  of  thofe  publifhed  by  Ri- 
viMUs,  and  Tournefort,  founded  on  the 
flower.  In  the  end,  he  gave  the  preference 
to  Ray's  fyflem,  and  adhered  to  it  through-  - 
out  his  life.  His  criticifm  on  Rivinus 
brought  upon  him  the  refentment  of  the 
author,  at  that  time  far  advanced  in  years, 
who  anfwered  his  objections.  Dillenius 
had  written  in  a ftile  that  was  but  too  re- 
prehenfible ; and  can  only  be  excufed,  in 
fome  meafure,  as  natural  to  the  warmth  of 
a young  author  ; though  it  has  been  gene- 
rally acknowledged,  that  he  had  the  advan- 
tage in  the  argument. 

Nothing  can  fhevv  the  early  fkill  and  in- 
defatigable induftry  of  Dillenius  more 
flrongly,  than  his  being  able  to  produce  fo 
great  a number  of  plants  in  fo  fmall  a traCl, 

He 
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He  has  not  enumerated  fewer  than  98a 
fpecies,  of  what  were  then  called  the  more 
perfedl  plants ; that  is,  exclufive  of  the 
Mujhroom  clafs,  and  all  the  Mojfes.  Dil- 
LENius  entered  minutely  into  the  examina- 
tion of  this  clafs  ; and,  by  his  diligence  and 
difcoveries,  extended  the  bounds  of  that 
field,  which  the  Eng/i/h  botanifts  had  fo 
fuccefsfully  cultivated  before  him.  More 
had  been  done  in  England  in  this  way  than 
in  any  other  nation.  The  Pinax  of  Cafpdr 
Bauhine  contains  but  fifty  fpecies ; fo  v 
little  had  the  Mujet  been  regarded  before. 
The  firft  edition  of  Ray’s  Synopjisy  printed' 
in  1690,  not  more  than  about  eighty 
kinds  ; whereas  by  the  inveftigations  of  the 
EngHJh  botanifts,  particularly  of  Doody, 
Sher  ard,  Vernon,- Llhwyd,  Robin- 
son, Petiver,  Bobart,  and  others,  this 
order  was  fo  far  augmented  in  the  fecond 
edition  of  the  fame  work,  in  1696,  as  to 
contain  upwards  of  170  fpecies. 

• Dillenius  was,  however,  the  firil  wri- 
ter who  examined  them  with  a view  to  ge- 
.nerical  charaders,  and  divided  the  Mqffes, 
and  Mujhrooms,  each  into  feparate  genera. 

' - It 
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?t  5s^  In  this  book  that  we  firft  meet  with 
Bryim,  Hypnum^  Mnium^  Sphagnumy  Liche* 
noidesy  and  Lichenajlriimy  as  generical  names. 
The  four  firfl:  of  thefe,  were  terms  in  ufe 
Vv^ith  the  Patres  Botanki,  although  neglected 
by  the  rcftorers  of  the  fcience^  who  had 
ranked  all  under  the  general  term  Mufcus ; 
except  the  Licheriy  Lycopodiumy  and  Polytrk 
chum.  To  demonftrate  his  accuracy  and  > 
diligence,  it  may  be  obferved,  that,  in  the 
environs , of  Giejfen  alone,  Dillenius  dif- 
covered  more  than  200  fpecies  oi  Mojfesy 
of  which  140  were  new:  of  the  Mujhroorn 
order  he  enumerates  160,  of  which  up- 
wards of  90  were  fuch  as  he  judged  had 
.not  been  noticed  by  any  author  before. 
The  plants  in  this  catalogue  are  difpofed. 
in  the  order  of  flowering,  throughout  all 
the  year.  The  places  of  growth  are  fub- 
joined,  with  critical  obfervations  on  many 
of  the  fpecies. 

The  Appendix  contains  a lift  of  twenty 
plants,  additional  to  thofe  of  the  Cata- 
logue, difcovered  in  the  immediate  environs 
of  Giejfen  ; and  an  enumeration  of  upwards 
of  100  fpecies,  obferved  by  the  author,  be- 
VoL.  II.  _ M yond 
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yond  the  bounds  circumfcribed  in  the  Ca- 
talogue. This  renders  the  book,  in  a great 
meafure,  a F/ora  of  the  plants  of  HeJJ'e. 
Then  follows  a defcription  of  the  new  fpe- 
cies  of  the  Catalogue.  Thefe  are  fucceeded 
by  the  eftablilhment  of  his  new  genera  of 
MqffeSy  Fungi i and  a variety  of  others,  a~ 
mounting  to  near  100,  of  which  fome  of 
former  authors  are  here  only  amended ; but 
the  far  greater  part  are  of  his  own  con- 
ftrufting,  and  entirely  new ; and  the  parts 
of  frudlification  feparately  delineated,  in  16 
copper- plates.  This  part  of  his  work  has 
been  of  great  authority  with  fucceeding 
writers;  and  many  of  thefe  charafters  have 
flood  the  left  of  the  Linncean  fyftem. 

The  merit  of  this  work  fixed  the  cha- 
rafter  of  the  author,  as  a perfedlly  feienti- 
fic  botanift,  and  attraded  the  notice  of  all 
the  eminent  profefibrs,  and  admirers  of  the 
fcience : among  others,  that  of  Mr.  Williamy 
afterwards  Dr.  Sherard,  to  whom  we 
^we  that  Dillenius  was  brought  to  Fng^ 
landy  and  in  the  end  fixed  in  the  profeflbr- 
fliip  at  Oxford.  Sherare>  was,  at  that 
time,  among  the  few  who  patronized  and 
cultivated  the  fcience  in  England.  He  was 
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lately  returned  from  Smyrna  \ and  having 
regretted  the  negled:  of  the  Cryptogamia 
clafs,  he  was  fo  enamoured  with  the  difco- 
veries  of  Dillenius  in  that  branch,  that 
he  entered  into  correfpondcnce  with  him, 
and  procured  fpecimens  from  him,  and 
afterwards  brought  him^  to  England.  No 
man  was  more  clofely  devoted  to  a favourite 
mufe  than  Dillenius  was  to  Flora ; and, 
after  his  arrival  in  England^  he  purfued  his 
ftudy  with  uncornmon  ardour>  and  corre- 
fponding  diligence*  The  acquifition  of  fo 
able  a man,  was  probably  an  additional  mo- 
tive with  the  Conful,  'to  attempt  the  revi- 
val of  botany  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford. 

Dillenius  came  into  England  in  Au^ 
guft  1721,  where  he  had  not  long  refided 
before  he  undertook  a ^york  that  was  much 
defired^  that  of  publilhing  a new  edition 
of  the  Synopfs  Stirphm  Britannic  arum  of 
Ray.  It  had  been  laft  printed  in  1696, 
and  was  become  fcarce.  Dillenius  hav- 
ing firmly  attached  himfelf  to  Ray’s  fyf- 
tem,  and  even  improved  it  in  fome  parts 
(though  he  intimates  in  one  of  his  letters 
to  a friend,  that  he  was  not  allowed  to 
M 2 make 
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make  all  the  changes  he  wiilied  for),  atld 
being  furniihed  with  ample  means  of  en- 
larging  the  book,  ’ by  his  difcovery  of  new 
fpecies  of  Cryptogamia^  and  by  the  eftab- 
lifhment  of  nev/  genera ; being  alfo  enabled, 
by  the  difcoveries  of  many  ingenious  men, 
whofe  names  he  enumerates  in  the  preface, 
greatly  to  enlarge  Englijh  botany ; and, 
through  the  fldll  and  affiftance  of  Dr.  Ri-^ 
CHARDSON,  Mr.  Jajnes  Sherard,  and 
others,  being  fufficiently  qualified  to  add 
the  old  Britijh^  if  I may  fo  fay,  to  the  Eng^ 
lijh  botany,  he  publifhed  a third  edition  in 
1724,  much  to  the  fatisfadion  of  all  the 
lovers  of  the  fcience  throughout  Europe. 
T wenty-four  plates  of  fare  plants  were  add- 
ed to  this  edition ; and,  befides  many  valu-. 
able  notes,  and  emendations  in  the  genera^ 
the  addition  of  new  fpecies  was  very  great. 
The  accumulation  to  this  book  from  Dil- 
LENius’s  own  difcoveries,  and  from  the 
communications  of  others,  whofe  names  are 

I 

mentioned  in  the  preface,  particularly  thofe 
of  Dr.  Sherard  and  Dr.  Richardson, 
amounted  to  near  40  new  Eungi^  as  many 
Marine  plants,  upwards  of  i^o^MoJJes,  and 

confiderably 
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confiderably  above  20Q  other  plants,  which 
had  been  discovered  to  be  natives  pf  Britain^ 
fince  the  publication  of  the  fecond  edition  ; 
the  whole  number  of  Britijh  plants  being 
about  2200,  as  they  ftand  in  this  book. 
But  here  it  may  be  obferyed,  that  botanifts 
had  not  at  that  time  fufficiently  eftablifhed 
fpecific  diftindtions;  and  this  number  could 
not  ftand  the  teft  of  the  Linnc^an  rules, 
which  has  fince  reduced  the  number  to 
fewer  than  1800. 

Dillenius  feems  to  have  divided  his 
time,  before  his  eftablifliment  at  Oxford, 
principally  between  the  country  refidence 
of  Mr^  Jafnes  Sherard,  at  Bit  ham,  in 
Kent  5 the  Conful’s  houfe  in  town ; and 
his  own  lodgings,  which,  in  the  year 
were  in  Barking  Alley  , 

In  the  year  1727,  Dr.TnRELi^EED  pub- 
liflied  his  Synopjis  Stirpium  Hihernicarum, 
in  which  he  had  introduced  fome  Severe 
ftridlures  on  Dillenius,  principally  level- 
led at  the  introdudlion  of  his  new  generical 
names.  He  alfo  inveighs  againfl:  him  for 
ynnecelTarily  multiplying  the  fpecies  of 
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plants.  See  the  articles,  Anagallis  aquatica. 
Dens  Leonisy  LichenoideSy  Mufcus  trichoidesy 
Stellariay  &c.  Dillenius,  though  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  harfh  and  coarfe  language 
of  Threlkeld's  criticifms,  had  temper 
enough  to  forbear  entering  into  any  con- 
troverfy  on  this  occafion.  He  probably  did 
not  think  Threlkeld’s  objections  of  any 
force  fufHcient  to  influence  men  of  judg- 
ment in  the  fcience,  as  the  Irijh  botanifl: 
had  but  little  regarded  any  true  principles 
of  generical  diftinClIon.  In  a letter  he 
wrote  foon  after  the  publication  of  the  IriJJo 
FlorUy  after  complaining  of  the  groflhefs 
of  Threlkeld’s  cenfures,  he  informs  his 
correfpondent  that  there  was  but  one  plant 
recited  in  the  book,  which  was  not  known 
before  as  a native  of  Ireland.  This,  he 
adds,  is  the  Pfeudo-Jiachys  Alpina  of  Cafpar 
Bauhine  ( St  achy  s Alpina  Lin.) ; and  this 
he  had  inferted  on  the  authority  of  Mr, 
Heaton’s  manufcript. 

About  this  time  he  had  it  in  contempla- 
tion, to  publifh  a new  edition  of  the  Synopjisy 
with  the  addition  of  the  old  BritiJJ:)  names  5 
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and  the  times  of  flowering — an  article  neg- 
ledted  in  the  former  editions.  This  defign 
was  laid  afide,  and  an  Appendix  intended, 
for  which  ample  materials  were  in  hand, 
received  from  different  quarters,  particularly 
fi'om  Dr.  Richardson,  of  North  Bierly,  in 
Torkfloire'y  and  from  Mr.  Brewer,  who  had 
refided  two  feafons  at  Bangor y purpofely  to 
invefligate,  and  colled:  the  plants  of  Snow^ 
don,  and  the  neighbouring  parts.  Brewer 
was  very  fuccefsful  in  his  refearches,  and 
fent  at  different  times  great  numbers  of 
fcarce  plants  to  Dillenius.  This  Ap~ 
pendix  alfo  mifearried.  In  the  mean  time, 
all  thefe  exertions  were  favourable  to  the 
^ purpofe  he  ever  had  in  view,  of  completing 
the  Hijloria  Mufeorum,  Wales  was  a pro- 
ductive fource  of  new  fubjeds  in  this  way, 
and  Dillenius  availed  himfelf  of  Brew- 
I^r’s  refearches. 

Whatever  might  be  the  precife  nature 
of  his  engagement  with  the  Conful,  it 
appears  that  Dillenius,  being  doubtful 
of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Oxford  fcheme,  had 
formed  a . defign  of  redding  fome  time, 
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if  not  finally  fettling,  in  Torkpire.  In  a 
letter  to  a correfpondent  of  that  county, 
dated  Dec.  16,  1727,  he  writes  thus: 
Pray  Sir,  how  is  it  to  board  in  that 
country  ? if  I have  done  here,  and  Ox-- 
ford  fails,  as  its  likely  it  may  do,  I could 
‘‘  refolve  to  go  and  live  there  fome  time, 
if  not  for  good  and  all ; if  any  fmall 
bufinefs  Ihould  encourage  it.''  Ever 
lince  his  refidence  in  England,  his  employ- 
ments had  been  various,  and  important,  and 
his  affiduity  as  diftinguifhed  as  his  abilities. 
Since  his  arrival  in  1721,  he  had  publifhed 
the  Synopfs,  of  which  he  defigned,  if  he 
did  not  himfelf  engrave,  all  the  figures. 
He  foon  after  began  the  Hortus  Elthamenfis. 
He  colleded  materials  for  a new  edition  of, 
or  Appendix  to,  the  Synopfs,  He  never 
loft  fight  of  his  Hifloria  Mufcorum,  Addi- 
tional to  all  which,  the  bufinefs  of  the  Pi- 
nax  appears  to  have  been  purfued  with 
vigour.  In  a letter  dated  Dec.  26,  ijiy, 
he  fays,  We  have  entered  almoft  all  au- 
**  thors ; but  to  put  it  in  order,  and  to  write 
it  fair,  will  require  fome  years  ftill."  ' 
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In  Auguft  1728,  his  friend  and  patron, 
Conful  Sherard,  died;  in  confcquence  of 
whofe  will,  his  eftablifhment  at  Oxford 
took  place  foon  after ; the  univerfity  wav- 
' ing  the  right  of  nomination,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  Dr.  Sherard’s  benefadion. 
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CHAP.  40.  - 

Pillcnlus  ejtahlijhed^  in  the  profejjbrjhip  of  botany 
‘ at  Oxford^ — Publifoes  the  Hortus  Elthamenfis 
— Linnseus  vifits.  the  profejfor  at  Oxford— C(?r- 
rejpondence  with  Haller — AJfifis  Dr,  Shaw  in 
arranging  his  Oriental  and  African  plants-^ 
His  Hiftoria  Mufcorum — Meditates  an  hifiory 
of  the  Funguflcs — His  death  and  charaM^r, 

DILLENIUS. 

DILLENIUS  was  now  arrived  at  that 
fituation,  which  had  probably  been 
the  main  objed  of  his  wifhes ; and  which^ 
he  confidered  equally  as  the  completion  of 
his  hopes,  the  afylum  againft  future  difap-  • 
pointments,  and  the  field  of  all  that  grati- 
fication, for  which  his  tafte  and  purfuits 
prompted  him  to  wilh,  and  qualified  him 
to  enjoy.  Add  to  all  this,  he  was  placed 
in  the  fcciety  of  the  learned,  in  the  com- 
pletefi:  fenfe  of  that  word,  and  at  the  foun-«» 
tain  of  every  information,  which  the  ftores 
of  both  antient  and  modern  erudition  could 
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difplay,  to  an  inquifitive  mind. 
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The  plan  of  the  Hortus  Bjlthamenf.s  had 
been  laid  fo  early  as  the  year  1724,  imme- 
diately after  publifliingthe/S;/;»^(?^j-;  and  fome 
of  the  plants  were  figured  and  defcribed  be- 
fore Dr.  Sher  ard's  death.  The  work  was 
now  carried  on  with  vigour,  and  was  print- 
ed in  1732,  under  the  following  title  : 

Hortus  Elthamensis,^?’^/  Planta-^ 
rum  variorum  quas  in  Horto  fuo  E/thami  in 
Cantio  coluit  Vir  ornatijjimus  et  prcejlantijji- 
mus  Jacobus  Sherard,  M.D.  Soc,  Reg.  et 
Coll.  Med.  Lon.  Soc.  Gulielmi^  P.M.  Prater, 
'Deline  at  iones  et  Defer  ip  tiones,  quarum  Hifio- 
via  vel  plane  non  vel  hnperfe^e  a Rei  herba^ 
rice  Scriptoribus  tradita  fuit.  Audlore  Jo^- 
hanne  Jacobo  DillenTo,  M.  D.”  Lond. 

Fol.  pp.437-  324- 

In  this  elegant  and  elaborate  work,  of 
which  Linn^us  fays,  ef  opus  botanicum 
quo  abjolutiiis  miindum  non  viditf  are  de- 
fcribed and  figured,  with  the  mofl  circum- 
flantial  accuracy,  417  plants,  all  drawn 
and  etched  with  his  own  hand,  confifting 
principally  of  fuch*exotics  as  were  then  rare, 
or  had  been  but  lately  introduced  into  Eng^ 
land.  A few  of  the  more  rare  Englifi  and 
, Welch 
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JFelch  plants  were  included.  They  are  dif- 
pofed  in  the  alphabetical  order.  The  fi- 
gures are  of  the  natural  fize  as  much  as  may 
be.  The  fynonyma  of  former  authors  arp 
quoted  and  accompanied  by  copious  critical 
examinations  and  obfervations,  the  better  to 
afeertain  the  fpecies.  Several  new  genera 
are  eftablilhed,  many  of  the  new  Gerania 
are  figured,  and  a very  copious  hiftory  of 
the  genus  Mefemhryanthemim  given ; with  a 
fynoptical  view  of  all  the  fpecies,  of  which 
fifty-four  are  deferibed  and  figured  in  this 
work 

We  find  by  the  lift  of  graduates,  that  . 
Dillenius  was  admitted  to  the  degree  of 
Doftor  of  Phyfic  in  St.  Joh?is  College^ 
April  3,  1735. 

In  the  fummer  of  1736,  Linn^us  vifit- 
ed  the  Profeflbr  at  Oxford ; and,  although 
Dillenius  did  not  relifti  the  fexual  fyftern, 
about  that  time  firft  divulged,  yet  Lin- 
N^us  returned  with  the  higheft  opinion  of 

The  plates  of  the  TIortus  Elthamcnfts  were  after- 
wards fold  to  a Dutch  bookfeller ; who  caft  off  an  impref- 
fion,  accompanied  with  the  dcRomlnations  only  of  the 
fpecies.  This  was  done  at  Leyden  in  1774;  and  many 
copies  have  found  their  way  into  this  kingdom. 
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his  merit ; and,  as  I have  obferved  on  an- 
other occahoh,  expreffed  himfelf  in  tbefe 
terms  : Lt  Anglia  nullus  eji  qui  genera 
rat  vel  infelligat  praterqua7n  Dillenius/* 

Linn^us,  after  this  time,  correfponded 
with  him,  fent  him  his  Flora  Lappofikaf 
and  dedicated  to  him  the  Critlca  Botanica. 
On  • which  occafton  the  ProfefTor  fent  his 
acknowledgments  in  the  following  terms, 
in  a letter,  dated  Aug*  i8,  1737  : Fidi^ 

accept  et  legi  F lor  am  tuam  Lapponicam  tmdta 
cum  voluptate  5 utinatn  plures  ijilufmodi  nobk 
projlarent  tali  Jludio^  et  cur  a elaborated^  in  hac 
te  virum  prajiitijii,” 

During  this  period,  Dillenius  held  fre- 
quent correfpondence  and  communication 
with  Haller,  whom  he  efteemed,  proba- 
bly the  more,  on  account  of  the  affinity  of 
his  fyftem  with  that  of  Ray,  which  he  had 
himfelf  adopted.  It  appears,  that  he  con- 
lidered  Haller  as  almbft  the  only  man 
qualified  to  carry  on  the  Pittax^  and  wifhed 
him  to  have  been  his  fucceffor. 

About  this  time,  he  was  employed  with 
Dr*  Shaw,  in  reducing  to  order  and  afeer- 
taining,  that  learned  traveller’s  colledlion  of 

Oriental 
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Oriental  plants.  As  they  were  all  dried  fpe- 
cimens,  and  the  colledion  extenfive,  con-^ 
lifting  of  640  fpecies,  it  required  the  aid  of 
an  able  hand  to  diftinguifti  and  apply  fyno- 
nyms  to  fo  conliderable  a number.  This 
catalogue,  therefore,  which  is  annexed,  with 
the  engravings  of  a few  of  the  plants,  to 
the  ftrft  edition  of  Dr.  Shaw’s  elaborate 
work,  may  be  confidered  eventually,  as  th^ 
work  of  the  botanical  ProfelTor* 

After  the  completion  of  the  Hortus  El^ 
thamenjisy  he  purfued  his  Hiftory  of 
Molfes  ” with  great  diligence.  It  has 
been  obferved  before,  that  he  had  extended 
his  refearches  into  this  part  of  nature,  much 
further  than  any  preceding  botanift,  having 
been  the  iirft  difccverer  of  a great  number 
of  fpecies,  and  having  feparated  thofe  here* 
tofore  defcribed  together  by  the  general 
term  MufciiSy  into  feveral  genera^  under  the 
names  of  Sphagmimy  Foiitinalisy  Bryum,  and 
Hypnu?n ; taking  his  diftinftions,  as  well 
from  the  habit  of  the  plant,  (to  which  the 
accurate  Haller  thought  he  paid  too  much 
regard,)  as  from  the  figure  and  lituation 
of  that  part  of  the  fructification  which  is 

now 
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now  conlidered  as  the  capfule.  By  means 
of  the  excellent  botanical  library  of  the 
She R ARDS,  and  free  accefs,  to  their  ample 
Herbarium^  and  that  of  Mr.  Du  Bois,  who 
had,  with  Mr.  Doody  and  feveral  others, 
fignalized  themfelvCs  by  their  difeoveries 
this  way  fome  years  before,  Dillenius 
enjoyed  advantages  which  perhaps  no  other 
fituation  could  have  afforded.  Befides 
which,  to  give  himfelf  all  further  opportu- 
nities that'  Britain  allowed  of  making  dif- 
eoveries in  this  department,  he  took  a jour- 
jiey  himfelf  into  Wales,  in  the  fummer  of 
1726.  In  this  excurfionhe  was  attended  by 
Samuel  Brewer.  They  examined  Cader 
Idris,  and  took  up  their  refidence  at  Ban-- 
gor ; fearched  Snowdon,  Glyder,  the  IJle  of 
Anglefea  . and  vifited  the  Ifie  of  Man.  ' Mr. 
Green,  a clergyman  of  thofe  parts,  was 
ufeful  in  direfting  their  refearches,  and  in 
affifting  Dillenius  in  the  Welch  names 
of  places,  and  of  plants.  The  Rev.  Little^ 
ton  Brown,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society,  is  alfo  commemorated,  as  having 
communicated  many  fpecimens  of  the  Cryp--^ 
togamous  tribe  to  our  author,  colledled  by 
I him 
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him  in  Wales ^ Shropjloirey  and  Herefordjlnre  j 
and  thus,  by  the  communications  of  thefe^ 
and  many  other  friends,  whofe  aid  he  has 
gratefully  acknowledged  he  was  enabled 
to  bring  his  work  to  that  degree  of  perfec-' 
tion,  which  would  have  been  impradficable 
in  many  other  fituations.  In'  1741  it  was 
publiihed  from  the  Sheldon  prefs,  under  the 
following  title : 

His  TOR  I A Mu  SCO  RUM,’  in  qua  circi- 
ter  fexcentee  Species  veteres  et  novccy  ad  fua 
Genera  related y defc^dbuntur y et  Iconibus  ge~ 
nuinis  illujirantur  ; cum  AppendicCy  et  Indice 
Synonyrnorum.  Opera  Jo,  Jac.  Dillenii, 
M.D.  tn  XJnmerJitate  Oxonienji  Botanices  Pro^ 
Sherardini/'  PP*  552. 

Tab.  85. 

All  the  fubjects  of  this  volume  were 
drawn,  and  engraved  with  his  own  hand* 
It  comprehends  all  thofe  plants  which 

• The  names  of  feveral  foreigners  appear  in  this  lift ; 
Dr.  Amman,  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Peierjhurgh  \ Obas  Celsius,  ProfefTor  of  Divinity  at^ 
iJpfal ; Dr.  y.  Frederick  Gronovius,  of  Leyde7i\  Dr. 
Haller,  ProfefTor  at  Gottingen  j and  Linn.«us  him- 
lelf. 
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come  under  the  name  of  Miifci  and  Algce 
in  the  Crypfogamia  clafs  of  the  fexual  fyf- 
tem,  except  the  Fucufes^  fome  of  the  Vlvce^ 
ConfervcBy  and  a very  few  others.  The  au- 
thor’s method  is  throughout  as  follows  ; 
at  the  head  of  each  genus  he  gives  the  ety- 
mology of  the  name ; his  reafons  for  adopt- 
ing that  name,  and  applying  it  to  the  fub- 
jed: ; then  the  definition  of  his  genus,  fol- 
lowed by  the  fubordinate  diftindions  for 
the  arrangement  of  the  fpecies. 

In  treating  on  each  fpecies,  he  gives,  i. 
A new  fpecific  charader,  in  terms  intended 
to  diftinguifh  it  from  others  of  the  fame 
genus,  or  fubdivifion.  2.  The  defcription 
of  the  fpecies  at  length ; diftinguifliing  alfo, 
with  great  care,  the  feveral  varieties ; and 
referring  each  to  the  feveral  figures  on  his 
plates.  3.  The  general  places  of  growth; 
and  under  the  more  rare  fpecies,  the  par- 
ticular places  where  they  have  been  found, 
or  from  whence  he  had  received  them  : to 
thefe  is  fubjoined  the  time  when  each  is 
found  in  heads,  or  in  its  moft  flourifhing 
date.  4.  The  fynonym  of  every  author  at 
length,  difpofed  in  chronological  order ; 
VoL.  II.  N noticing 
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noticing  at  the  fame  time  fiich  as  are  refer- 
able to  varieties  ; and  frequently  fubjoining 
a number  of  critical  obfervations.  5*  The 
ufes  of  particular  kinds,  whether  in  the 
general  oeconomy  of  nature,  or  in  medicine, 
or  the  other  arts  and  conveniences  of  life. 
A fummary  view  of  the  ufes  of  feveral  kinds 
appears  in  the  preface;  but  in  the  body- of 
the  work,  Dillenius  has,  with  great  dili- 
gence, colleflied  numerous  authorities  on 
thefe  heads ; which  fufficiently  evince,  that 
this  almoft  unnoticed  tribe  of  vegetables 
hold  a more  confiderable  importance  ^ in 
the  fcale  of  utility,  than  a fuperficial  view 
mav  fugo^eft. 

- ' " ' When 

* Numerous  proofs  of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation  oc- 
cur in  the  various  writings  of  modern  botanifts.  I refer 
the  reader  to  the'  Flora  Lapponicn^  and  Succica\  to  Hal- 
LER-’s  Hijiorla  Stirpium  Helvetia:  \ to  the  Amcenitates 
Academics particularly  to  thofc  papers  under  the  titles 
of  Oeconomia  Natura^  and  Ufiis  Miifcorum,  I may  per- 
haps be  allowed  to  refer  alfo  to  a Mejnoir^  which  I was  in- 
duced to  collecl:  fome  years  ago  on  the  Lichens  alone, 
which  was  printed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfa^wis^  vol. 
50.  On  the  ufes  of  the  fame  genus,  may  alfo  be  con- 
fulted  Tentamen  Hiftorias  Lichcnum^  et  prafertim  Frujjicorum 
of  Hagen,  printed  at  Koyiinjherg^  1782.  but  above 

all, 
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When  we  confider  the  mlnutenefs  of  the 
objedls  of  his  inveftigation,  the  accuracy  of 
his  defcriptions,  the  critical  examination 
and  nice  difcrimination  of  each  fpecies,  the 
labour  and  ikill  the  authof  has  exhibited  in 
the  feledtion  of  the  fynonyma^  and  the  dif- 
pofition  of  them  into  chronological  order, 
which  is  a highly  meritorious  part  of  the 
plan,  ‘‘  The  Hiftory  of  Mojfes  *'  muft  be 
confidered  as  a very  extraordinary  perform- 
ance : and,  notwithftanding  any  fubfequent 
improvements  in  the  arrangement  of  fpecies, 
or  in  the  reduftion  of  them  in  confequence 
of  more  perfed:  obfervations,  or  even  in  the 
microfcopicaL  difcoveries  of  Hedwig  re- 
fpeding  the  Genera^  Dillenius's  work 
muft  long  be  the  bafis  of  knowledge  in  this 
part  of  nature,  and  muft  remain  with  pof- 
terity  as  an  almoft  unexampled  inftance  of 
patience,  ingenuity,  and  fcience,  in  the  au- 
thor. This  work,  moreover,  poflefles  a fu- 
periority  over  every  other  botanical  publica- 

all,  the  Memolres  couronnh  en  Vannee  1786,  par  Academic 
.des  Science^  Belles  Lettres  et  Arts  de  Lyons^fur  VUtilite  des 
Lichens  dans  la  Medicine  et  dans  les  Arts^  par  M,  M,  HoFF- 
.\iANj  Amoreux/A,  Willemet,  1787.  8*^. 
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tion  that  I am  acquainted  with,  in  having 
a complete  index  of  the  fymnyma  at  length. 
An  addition  of  the  higheft  utility  in  works 
of  this  kind  ! and  which  thofe  who  are  con- 
verfant  with  the  writings  of  Linn^us  can- 
not but  regret  the  want  of,  in  the  Species 
Plantarupi'. 

The  whole  impreffion  of  Dillenius’s 

Modes  ” was  only  250  copies,  of  which 
50  were  on  imperial,  paper.  The  original 
edition  having  become  extremely  fcarce^j 
an  impreffion  of  the  plates,  with  the  names 
only  annexed,'  w^s  taken  off  in  the  year 
1768,  and  publifhed  by  John  Millan,  I> 
here  remark,  that  this  was  ’ the  firfl;  book 
printed  in  Englandy  in  which  any  of  the 
Linncean  fpecific  characters  were  exhibited. 
Both  the  Flora  Lapponicay  and  the  'Hort^j 
Cliffortianusy  are  quoted  in  this  volume. 

Pofterity  will  fcarcely  believe,  that  at  the  time  of  the 
publication  of  this  work,  and  during  the  life  of  the  author, 
the  demand  for  books  of  natural  hiitory  was  fp  fmall  in 
Englandy  that  one  guinea  was  thought  a fuificient  price 
for  this  book.  At  this  period,  ten  is  not  deemed  too 
much  ; and,  not  long  fince,  a copy,  with  the  plates  co- 
loured byDiLLENius  himfelf,  was  fold  for  twenty  gui- 
neas, or  upwards. 

There 
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There  is  little  doubt  that  Dillenius 
intended  to  have  profecuted  the  FunguJfeSy  as 
he  had  done  the  Mojfes  ; and  he  appears  to 
have  had  this  delign  in  contemplation  early 
after  he  came  to  England.  In  a letter, 
written  in  Dec.  1726,  he  informs  his  cor^ 
refpondent,  that  He  was  bufy  in  painting 

Fungi-,''  and  makes  this  employment  an 
apology  for  not  anfwering  his  letters  in  due 
time.  We  know  that  he  correfponded  with 
Dr.  Deering  on  this  fubjedl^  who  was 
himfelf  well  ikilled  in  the  knowledge  of 
thefe  produdtions,  and  had  painted  a great 
number,  fome  of  which  he  communicated 
to  the  Profeffor, 

I have  been  informed,  that  Dr.  Dille- 
nius was  of  a corpulent  habit  of  body  : 
this  circumftance,  united  to  his  clofe  appli- 
cation to  ftudy,  probably  tended  to  lliorten 
his  days.  He  was  feized  with  an  apoplexy 
in  the  laft  week  of  March,  1747  3 and  died 
on  the  2d  of  April,  in  the  60th  year  of  his 
age. 

There  is  a portrait  of  him  in  the  pic- 
ture gallery,  or  fchool,  at  Oxford,  in  which 
he  is  reprefented  in  the  academical  habit ; 

N 3 with 
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with  this  infcriptian— 

M^D.  Botamces  Profejfor  primus , in  Acade-- 
mia  Oxonienfi ; but  I have  never  heard  that 
any  engraving  was  made  from  it 

I have  never  been  able  to  acquire  that 
\ information  my  curiofity  hath  prompted 
me  to  wi(h  for,  relating  to  the  domeftic 
charadter,  habits,,  temper,  and  difpofitions 
of  Dr.  Dillenius.  Of  thofe  whom  I 
have  converfed  with,  who  were  his  con- 
temporaries, I have  learned,  that  he  was 
modeft,  temperate,  and  gentle  in  all  hia 
condudt : that  he  was  known  to  few  who 
did  not  feek  him ; and,  as  might  be  ex- 
pedled,  from  the  bent  of  his  ftudies,  and 

* The  drawings,  dried  plants,  printed  books  and  ma- 
nufcripts,  &c.  of  Dillenius,  came  into  the  hands  of  Dr., 
Seidel,  as  his  executor,  of  whom  Dr.  Sibthorp  pur- 
chafed  them.  Among  thefe  are  all  the  Britijh  FunguJfeSy 
drav/n  and  painted  by  Dillenius  himfelf}  befides  a 
large  colledlion  of  fuch  non-defcript  Fungt^  as  were  dif- 
covercd  fubfequent  to  the  publication  of  the  Synopjis. 
Some  drawings  alfo  of  the  more  perfetff  plants,  done  by 
Dillenius,  but  many  of  them  unfiniflied.  Dillenius 
coloured  fome  copies  of  the  Hortus  Elthamenfis  himfelf ; 
one  of  which  he  prefented  to  the  Bodleian  library.  ( From 
Information  obligingly  communicated  by  Dr,  John  Sibthorp, 
tke  prefent  learned  Profejfor  at  Oxford)^ 
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the  clofe  application  he  gave  to  them,  that 
his  habits  were  of  the  reclufe  kind.  -If  it 
be  allowable  to  form  any  opinions  of  men 
from  the  perufal  of  their  letters,  fome  that 
I have  feen,  written  by  him,  would  fug- 
geft,  that  he  was  naturally  endowed  with 
a placid  difpofition,  improved  by  a philo- 
fophical  calmnefs  of  mind,  which  fecured 
him  in  a confiderable  degree  from  the  ef- 
fects of  the  incidental  evils  of  life.  I will 
at  leajft  lay  before  the  reader,  in  the  note 

* For  my  little  time,  I have  met  ^vlth  as  many 

“ adverfities,  and  misfortunes,  as  any  body ; which,  by 
the  help  of  exercife,  amufement,  and  reading  fome  of 
“ the  Stoic  philofophers,  I have  overcome  ; and  am  re- 
folved  that  nothing  fliall  affiidf  me  more.  Many 
“ things  here,  as  well  as  at  my  home,  that  hath  happened 
“ to  me,  would  cut  down  almoft  any  body.  But  two 
“ days  ago  I had  a letter,  acquainting  me  with  a very 
“ near  relation's  death,  whom  I was  obliged  to  affift  with 
“ money  in  his  calamities,  in  order  to  fet  him  up  again 
‘‘  in  his  bufinefs  ; and  now  this  is  all  gone,  and  there 
‘‘  is  foinething  more  for  me  to  pay,  and  which  is  not  a 
‘‘  little  for  tne  \ but  it  does  not  at  all  affect  me.  I rather 
“ thank  God  that  it  is  not  worfe.  This  is  only  one,  and 
“ I have  had  harder  ftrokes  than  this,  and  there  lies  ftill 
fome  upon  me.  Feb.  13,  1728.'’ 

N 4 a tranfcript 
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a tranfcrlpt  from  one  of  his  letters,  written 
to  a friend,  labouring  under  the  preffure  of 
adverfe  fortune  ^ which  feems  to  confirm 
this  idea 

* If  in  the  commemoration  of  celebrated  men,  by  the. 
application  of  their  names  to  new  genera^  any  compara- 
tive dignity,  or  fymbolical  allufion,  was  ever  to  be  ob- 
ferved^  it  became  in  the  higheft  degree  decent,  that  to 
Dillenius  thou  Id  be  appropriated  one  of  the  moft 
fplendid  of  the  vegetable  race.  Linn>?;us  had  unquef- 
tionably  this  analogy  in  view,  when  he  gave  to  this  illuf- 
trious  botanift  the  Syalita  of  the  “ Malabar  Garden  a 
Polyandrous  Tree^  diftinguiflied  for  its  beautiful  large 
HoVr’ers  and  fine  fruit,  and  not  lefs  for  its  confiderable  ufet 
in  medicinal  and  oeconomical  purpofes. 
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Dr.  Richardfon — the  correspondent  of  Sloane  and 
^/Dillenius — a diligent  inveftigator  of 
plants — Communications  to  the  Rpyal  Society. 

Brewer — the  affiftant  of  Dillenitis  in  his  Welci^ 
tour, 

Harrifon — his  Herbarium  of  4000  Specimens, 

^ole — another  aSfiftant  and  correspondent  of  Dil-  - 
lenius  — makes  a colledlion  of  Englifh  plants^ 
and  burns  it, 

RICHARDSON. 

Among  thofe  whom  Dillenius 
has  recorded  in  the  preface  to  the 
third  edition  of  Ray's  Synopjisy  and  in  his 
HifloriaMufcorum,  as  having  amplified  E^tg^ 
Upj  botany,'  the  names  of  the  Sherards, 
and  of  Dr.  Richardson,  obtain  a fuperior 
diftinftion.  The  merit  of  Dr.  Richard- 
son, both  from  his  undoubted  fkill  in  thefci- 
ence,  and  his  well  known  patronage  of  thofe 
who  cherhhed  it,  demand  a more  particular 
qommemoration  than  I am  able  to  give ; 
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fince  I am  unacquainted  with  any  further 
circumftances  relating  to  him,  than  that  he 
was  educated  a phyfician,  and  lived  at  North 
Bierly,  in  Torkjhire,  There  he  relided  upon 
his  own  eftate,  which  was  ample  enough  to 
render  the  praftice  of  phylic  totally  unne- 
ceffary  to  his  well-being,  from  any  . lucra- 
tive views.  He  had  travelled  into  various 
parts  of  'England^  for  the  invefligation  of 
plants,  and  had  been  fuccefsful  in  his  tour 
into  Wales,  having  more  efpecially  made 
difcoveries  in  the  Cryptogamla  clafs.  His 
garden  was  well  ftored  with  exotics,  and 
with  a curious  colledlion  of  Eng/ljh  plants. 
He  was  happily  fituated  to  favour  his  pof- 
feffion  of  the  latter,  with  which  his  ftore 
was  replenilhed  from  time  to  time  by  the 
affiftance  of  Samuel  Brewer,  and  Thomas. 
Knowlton,  both  inftances  of  ftrong  at- 
tachment to  botanical  purfuits,  and  both 
refident  in  the  fame  county. 

Dr.  Richardson  lived  in  intimacy  and 
correfpondence  with  Sir  Sloan e.  Dr. 

Dillenius,  and  other  celebrated  botanifts 
of  his  time.  I do  not  find  that  he  pub- 
lifhed  on  his  favourite,  amufement ; but  his 
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name  occurs  in  the  Fhilofophical  Tranfac^ 
tionsy  as  author  of  the  following  papers. 

On  fubterraneous  Trees,  or  Foffil  Wood, 
found  at  Toul^y  near  Tork.  Vol.  xix.  p. 
526. 

Obfervations  in  Natural  Hiftory  in  Tork^ 
Jhire.  A Boy  who  lived  to  feventeeii  years 
of  age,  without  any  Secretion  of  Urine,  in 
whom  Nature  fupplied  this  deficiency  by  a 
conftant  Diarrhcea.  On  the  Trouts  of  the 
Welch  Lakes;  on  the  Ermine;  the  Nut-* 
hatch ; and  the  Regulus  Crijiatiis ; the  He-- 
lix  Pomatia.  Vol.  xxviii.  p.  167. 

A Relation  of  the  Fall  of  a Water  Spout 
mLancaJhtrey  which  tore  up  the  ground  fe-* 
ven  feet  deep,  formed  a deep  gulph  near  half 
a mile  in  length,  and  deftroyed  the  furfacc 
often  acres  of  land.  Vol.  xxx.  p.  1097. 

A Letter  from  Dr.  Richard  Richard- 
son, F.  R.S.  to  Hans  Sloane,  Bart. 

- concerning  the  Voracioufnefs  of  the  Squilla 
Aquee  dulcis  in  deftroying  the  young  Fry  of' 
Carp  and  Tench  in  Ponds.  Vol.  xxxviii. 
P-  331- 

A Cafe  from  Mr.  William  Wright ^ Sur- 
geon of  Bradford^  concerning  a large  Piece 
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of  the  Thigh  Bone  (5I  inches  long)  taken 
outy  and  its  place  fupplied  by  a Callus. 

Dr.  Richardson  died  at  an  advanced 
age,  about  the  year  1740.  1 • *:  . 

BREWER. 

I reludlantly  pafs  over  the  names  of  many 
others,  mentioned  in  the  Synopjisy  whole 
fervices,  although  they  were  not  writers  on 
the  fubjedt,  might  juftly  call  for  refpedfui 
notice  : but,  not  being  able  to  produce  any 
fatisfafliory  or  interefting  anecdotes  relating 
to  them,  I muft  content  myfelf  with  refer- 
ring the  reader  to  a lift  of  them,  - col leded 
with  no  fmall  pains,  by  the  prefent  Profef- 
for  of  Botany  at  Cambridge^  and  publifhed 
in  the  Preface  to  his  Planted  Cantabrigicn-^ 
fes. 

Having  however  mentioned  the  name  of 
Samuel  Brewer,  his  connexion  v/ith  Dil- 
LENius  will  not  allow  me  to  refufe  a pro- 
per tribute  to  his  memory;  fince  his  paffion 
for  Englijh  botany,  and  his  Ikill  and  affi- 
duity,  enabled  him  to  afford  Angular  affift- 
ance  to  the.  Profeffor,  particularly  in  the 
fubjedta  for  his  ‘‘  Hiftory  of  Mojfes as  in 
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feme  inftances  he  had  done  in  the  Synop-^ 
Jisy  for  the  plants  of  Mendip  and  Chedder 
Rocks.  ' 

He  was. .originally,  of  Trowbridge^  in 
Wilts y in  which,  county  he  had  a fmall 
eftate.  He  was  engaged  at  one  time  in  the 
woollen  manufactory  of  that  place  ; but,  I 
believe,  proved  iinfuccefsful  in  hufinefs. 
He  attended  Dilleniu,s.  into  Wales y An^ 
glefejy  and  the  IJle  of  Mariy  in  the  fummer 
of  1726;  and  afterwards  remained  the  win- 
ter, and  the  greater  part  of  the  next  y?ar, 
in  that  country  ^ making  his  refidence  at 
Bangor y and  taking  his  excurfions  to  Snow^ 
don  and  elfe where,  often  accompanied  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Green,  and  Mr.  William 
Jones.  While  in  Wales y it  was  intended 
that  he  fliould  have  gone  over  to  Irelandy 
to  make  a botanical  tour  through  that 
kingdom ; but  that  expedition  never  took 
place.  So  long  a refidence  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity not  only  of  feeing  the  beauties  of 
fummer  plants,  but  of  collecting  the  Ciyp-> 
toga?hia  in  winter,  when  they  flourifli  moft. 
Here  he  received  inftruCtions  from  the  Pro- 
fcflbr,  collected  fpecimens  of  every  thing 
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rare,  or  unknown  to  him  before,  and  fent- 
them  to  DilvLenius,  to  determine  the  fpe- 
cies,  and  fix  the  names.  I have  feen  a ca- 
talogue of  more  than  two  hundred  plants, 
many  of  which  were  ill  afcertained  before, 
all  fent  at  one  time,  with  the  references  to 
the  Synopjis  affixed  by  Dillenius.  This 
journey  appears  to  have  been  defigned  to 
promote  the  Appendix  to  the  Synopjisd* 

In  1728,  Mr.  Brewer  went  into  York- 
Jlnrey  and  refided,  I believe,  the  remainder 
of,  his  days  at  Bradford,  in  that  county,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Dr.  Richardson, 
by  whofe  beneficence  he  was  affifted  in 
various  ways.  After  his  retirement  into 
Torkfdire,  he  meditated,  and  nearly  finiffied, 
a work  which  was  to  have  borne  the  title  of 
The  Botanical  Guide  f but  it  never  ap- 
peared. I cannot  determine  the  time  of 
his  deceafe,  but  am  aflured  he  was  living  in 
the  year  1742* 

HARRISON. 

At  a fomewhat  later  period,  we  find  the 
name  of  Thomas  Harrison;  a tradefman 
at  ManAeJler,  who  furniffied  Dillenius 
2 with 
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with  fpecimens  for  his  hiflory.  In  his 
younger  years  he  had  collected  a large  Her-- 
barium.  I have  been  informed  by  one  who 
infpedted  it  in  the  year  1762,  that  it  con- 
tained, at  that  time,  near  4000  fpecimens, 
including  both  exotic  and  indigenous  plants. 
Among  the  latter,  the  Filices  were  the 
moffc  complete  part ; the  other  Cryptogamia 
being  but  few,  and  the  colledtion  in  general 
not  rich  in  Britijh  fpecies*  In  order  to 
accommodate  the  fpecimens  to  the  largeft 
fized  paper,  luxuriant  plants  of  the  fmaller 
kinds  had  been  chofcni  a circumftance 
difadvantageous  to  the  diftindtions  of  fuch 
plants. 

Mr.  Harrison’s  Herbarium  hath,  I be- 
lieve, lince  been  purchafed,  at  a confider- 
able  price,  and  is  depofited  in  the  Mancbef- 
ter  library. 

COLE. 

Mr.  Fhomas  Cole,  another  of  the  corre- 
fpondents  of  Dillenius,  was  a dilTenting 
minifter  at  Gloucejier^  of  whom  I have  heard 
the  following  anecdote  : That  he  had  col- 
ledted  an  Herbarhm,  which,  in  a flight  of 
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religious  zeal,  and  repentance,  at  having 
mifpent  his  time  in'  accumulating,  he  com-' 
mitted  to  the  flames.  Mr.  Cole  certainly 
forgot,  at  that  moment,  that  the.  key  to 
ufeful  fcience  is  the  knowledge  of  things. 
To  colled:  the  produdions  of  nature,  in 
order  to  admire  and  contemplate  in  his 
works  the  great  Author  of  all,  is  in  itfelf 
furely  not  only  innocent,  but  laudable;  and,-  . 
when  the  view  is  extended  to  the  utility  of 
man,  ftill  -more  meritorious.  If  the  fight 
of  Mr.  Cole’s  colledion  might  teach  but 
one  peafant  to  diflinguifh  that  plant,  which 
could  alleviate  his  own,  or  the  afflidrion  of 
his  neighbour,  or  his  friend,  furely  it  had 
not  been  made’in  vain. 
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Rife  of  Botany  in  Ireland  — Boate  — Heaton  — 
Silliard  — Molyneux  — Llhwyd  and  Sherard, 
all  prior  to  ThvtWitld, 

Memoirs  of  Threlkeld — His  Synopfis  Stlrpium 
Hibernicarum — An  account  of  that  work  — 
Ireland  not fufficiently  examined, 

KeoghV  Herbal — SnaithV  County  Hijiories^ 

IRISH  BOTANY. 

JRELAND  has  been  fo  little  diftin- 
guifhed  for  the  produftion  of  writers 
on  the  fubjed:  of  thefe  fketches,  that  it  has 
not  been  in  my  power,  till  this  late  period, 
to  introduce  to  the  reader’s  notice,  any  pro- 
feffed  work  on  the  Flora  of  that  kingdom. 
The  diftradled  ftate  of  the  country,  during 
a great  part  of  the  laft  century,  had  doubt- 
lefs  no  fmall  lhare  in  retarding  the  progrefs 
of  learning  and  fcience  among  the  Irijh.  It 
does  not  appear,  that,  until  the  middle  of 
that  period,  any  enquiries  had  been  made 
even  into  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  country 
in  general. 

- VoL.  II.  O 
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Gerard  Boate,  a Dutch  phylician,  be- 
gan Ireland'^  Natural  Hiflory/*  which 
was  publiihed  by  Samuel  Hartlib  in 
1652,  I2\  Of  this  the  loth,  nth,  and 
1 2 th  chapters  treat  on  Agriculture.  But 
the  fecond  part  of  the  work,  in  which  the 
author  intended  to  have  given  the  Vegeta- 
bles, w^as  never  publifhed  3 if  indeed  it  was 
ever  written. 

There  is  a Mr.  Zanche  Billiard,  an 
apothecary  of  mentioned  by  Par- 

kinson, who  feems  to  have  poffefled  fome 
botanical' knowledge.  But  the  earlieft  in- 
telligence that  I can  find  of  any  real  bota- 
nift,  a native  of  Ireland^  is  of  a Mr.  Hea- 
ton, a divine,  who  lived  at  Dublin.  I 
cannot,  colkdl  any  anecdotes  of  him  ; but 
I find  his  name  attached,  as  the  firft  difeo- 
verer,  to  many  plants  in  How’s  Phytologia, 
and  to  fome  in  Merrett’s  Pinax ; and, 
from  the  number  and  rarity  of  the  fubjedls 
recorded,  he  muft  have  been  a perfon  of 
confiderable  knowledge  in  his  way.  It 
appears  from  the  fame  authorities,  that  he 
had  been  much  in  Engla?id,  having  pointed 
cut  the  natural  places  of  many  rare  plants 
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of  this  country.  He  is  thought  to  have 
left  a manufcript  on  the  fubjed:,  which  it 
is  conjed;iired  was  written  about  the  year 
1641,  and  from  which  Threlkeld  took 
the  Iny/j  names  of  plants,  who  fays,  they 
were  much  more  copious  and  exadl  than  he 
could  collefl:  from  any  living  authority.  In 
the  number  of  plants,  it  greatly  exceeds  any 
lift  we  have  extant  of  the  old  Britijh  names, 
or  of  thofe  in  the  Erfe  tongue,  among  the 
Highlanders. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  century, 
fome  information  was  received  relating  to 
the  natural  hiftory  of  Ireland^  from  the  tour 
of  Dr.  Llhwyd,  as  recorded  in  the  Philo^ 
fophical  Tranfadiions ; and  Dr.  Willia?n  She- 
RARD,  on  his  vilits  to  Sir  Arthur  Raw- 
don,  at  Moyra,  noticed  many  of  the  rare 
plants  of  that  region. 

Soon  after  this  time,  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  Philofophical  Society  at  Dublin  contri- 
buted to  advance,  among  other  fciences, 
that  of  natural  hiftory ; and,  of  thofe  who 
exerted  themfelves  to  promote  thefe  pur- 
fuits,'  were  the  two  brothers.  Dr.  WiD 
Ham  and  Dr.  Thomas  Molyneux.  Their 
• O 2 papers 
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papers  are  numerous,  and  are  extant  in  the 
Philofophical  TranfaBions. 

Dr.  Thomas  Molyneux  was  profeflbr  of 
phyfic  in  the  univerlity  of  Dubliriy  and  phy- 
fician  to  the  ftate,  and  to  the  army.  About 
the  beginning  of  this  century,  he  drew  up 
fome  account  of  the  fpontaneous  vegetables 
of  Ireland^\  which  evidence,  that  he  had 
applied  to  the  ftudy  in  a fcientific  manner. 

He  communicated  his  papers  to  Dr. 
Threlkeld,  who  incorporated  fome  of 
them  into  the  body  of  his  Synopjis^  and 
placed  the  remainder  at  the  end.  Of  Dr. 
Threlkeld  I now  proceed  to  give  fome 
account. 

threlkeld. 

Caleb  Threlkeld,  the  author  of  the 
firft  treatife  on  the  plants  of  Ireland^  wa^ 
born  the  31ft  of  May,  1676,  at  Keibergy 
in  the  parifh  of  Kirkofwald^  in  Cumberland. 
In  the  year  1698,  he  commenced  mafter  of 
arts  in  the  univerfity  of  Glafgow,  and  foon 
after  fettled  at  Low  Huddlefceugh^  near  the 
place  of  his  birth,  in  the  charadter  of  a 
diflenting  minifter.  He  had  acquired  a 
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tafte  for  botany  and  phyfic  during  his  re- 
fidence  at  Glafgow ; and  continued  to  make 
a confiderable  progrefs  in  thefe  ftudies,  in- 
fomuch,  that,  in  1712,  he  took  a doftor’s 
degree  in  phyfic  at  Edinburgh ; and  the 
next  fpring,  having  a ftraight  income,  and 
a large  family,  he  removed  to  Dublin^  and 
fettled  there  in  the  united  character  of  the 
divine,  and  phyfician.  Finding  himfelf  like^, 
ly  to  fucceed,  in  little  more  than  a year,  he 
fent  for  his  family,  confifting  of  a wife, 
three  fons,  and  three  daughters.  His  prac-^ 
tice  as  a phyfician,  foon  increafed,  fo  far  as 
to  enable  him  to  drop  his  other  charafter 
entirely,  and  devote  himfelf  wholly  to  phy^ 
fic.  In  1727,  he  publifhed  his  ‘‘  Synopsis 
Stirpium  Hibernicarum  f’  and  died, 
after  a fliort  ficknefs,  of  a violent  fever,  at 
his  houfe  in  Marlis  Alley ^ Frances  Street y 
April  28,  1728  ; and  was  buried  in  the  new 
burial  ground  belonging  to  St.  Patrick's^ 
near  Cavan  Street ; to  which  place  his  ob- 
fequies  were  attended  by  a fet  of  children, 
educated  by  a fociety  of  gentlemen,  to  which 
inftitution  he  had  adled  as  phyfician.  And 
my  memorialifl  adds,  that  he  was  much  re- 
O 3 gretted 
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gretted  by  the  poor,  to  whom  he  had  been, 
both  as  a man,  and  as  a phyfician,  a kind 
benefaftor. 

It  does  not  appear  that  DhThrelkeld 
publiflhed  any  other  work  than  the  follow- 
ing, though  he  meditated  a general  hiftory 
of  plants : 

Synopsis  Stirpium  HiberNica-t 
RUM,  alphabetic}  difpojitarum^  Jive^  Com^ 
merit atio  de  Plantis  mdigenis^  preeferthn 
T>ubrtnenjibus  injiituta.  Being  a fhort 
Treatife  of  Native  Plants,  efpecially  fuch 
as  grow  fpontaneoufly  in  the  vicinity  of 
Dublin ; with  their  Latin ^ Lriglifiy  and 
Irijh  Names,  and  an  Abridgment  of  their 
Virtues  ; with  feveral  new  Difeoveries. 
With  an  Appendix  of  Obfervations  made 
upon  Plants,  by  Dr.  Molyneux,  Phy- 
fician  to  the  State  in  Ireland,  The  firft 
Eifay  of  the  Kind  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Ireland.  Caleb  Threlkeld, 

M.  D,  Dublin^  PP*  2^2. 

The  author,  after  a dedication  to  the 
Archbiihop  of  Armagh^  and  a preface, 
which,  though  written  in  a quaint  ftile, 
proves  him  to  have  been  a man  of  fome 
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erudition  in  the  fcience,  enumerates  all  the 
plants  he  had  obferved  in  the  environs  of 
Dubliny  and  of  all  fuch  as  he  had  gained 
authentic  intelligence,  from  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  He  gives,  firft,  the  old  La'’- 
tin  names,  generally  from  Cajpar  Bau- 
hine’s  Pinax -y  then  the  Englijh  name; 
and  afterwards  the  Irijh  ; fubjoining  fome 
account  of  the  quality  of  the  plant,  and  its 
nfe  in  medicine,  and  oeconomy. 

He  has  moreover  interfperfed  fome  curi- 
ous obfervations  : to  inftance,  under  the 
Betuldy  or  Birch  Tree,  he  fays,  ‘‘  The  Irijh 
grammarians  remark,  that  all  the  names 
of  the  Lljh  letters,  are  names  of  trees/' 
Under  BraJJicay  he  obferves,  That  the 
word  is  only  the  Celtic  Praijjeagh  put 
into  a Latin  termination  ; the  Latin  be- 
ing  no  other  than  the  Celtic  language 
cloathed  with  the  ^olic  dialed,  as  Eng^^ 
UJh  is  the  Saxon  or  Hutch  language 
cloathed  with  Normandy  French y as  all 
**  antiquaries  will  allow/' 

It  is  obfervable,  that  Threlkeld  no- 
tices the  good  efreds  of  the  Lythrum  Sa-- 
licaria,  in  a dyfentery : a fimple  lince  his 
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time  fo-  ftrongly  recommended  by  De 
Haen  ^ in  the  fame  diforder ; and  in  ob- 
ftinate  diarrhoeas.  He  alfo  fpeaks  in  high 
terms,  and  from  his  own  experience,  of 
the  powers  ufually  attributed  to  the  Meny-^ 
anthes  trifoliatay  or  Bog-bean.  He  quotes 
from  Dr.  Vaughan  a cafe  of  the  fatal  ef- 
feft  of  the  Mackenbay,  or  Euphorbia  Hy- 
berna.  Dr.  Molyneux  has  obferved,  that 
the  Genijla  fpinofay  or  Whins  (Ulex  euro- 
peus  Ein.)  although  * common  in  other 
parts  of  Irelandy  is  not  feen  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Connaught.  A lingular  faft,  if  the 
obfervation  be  fufficiently  accurate. 

In  the  Appendix,  printed  from  the  papers 
of  Dr.  Molyneux,  the  reader  meets  with 
feveral  curious  obfervations.  Among  others, 
an  inftance  of  the  effedls  of  the  roots  of 
common  Henbane  upon  feveral  perfons,  who 
having  eaten  them  inftead  of  Ikirrets,  were 
affedted  with  vertiginous  fymptoms,  and 
in  one  cafe  a frenzy  enfued,  which  held  the 
perfon  two  or  three  days.  The  work  con- 
cludes with  the  Index  of  Irifli  names  of 

f Sge  Raiionis  Medmdi,  yob  i.  p.  226.  357, 
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plants,  from  the  manufcript  fuppofed  to 
have  been  written,  as  heretofore  obferved, 
by  Mr.  Heaton. 

Threlkeld's  Flora  is  not  rich  in  the 
number  of  plants,  fince  it  does  not  contain 
more  than  535  fpecies.  The  author  ap- 
pears to  have  been  better  acquainted  with 
the  hiftory  of  plants  than  with  plants  them- 
felves  j and  feems  not  to  have  ftudied  bota- 
ny  in  a fyftematic  way,  as  may  be  inferred 
from  his  ftriftures  on  the  third  edition  of 
Ray’s  Synopjisy  noticed  under  the  article 
D ILLENIUS. 

KEOGH. 

Botanologia  Univerfalis  Kibenika ; or,  A 
General  Irijh  Herbal,  calculated  for*  this 
Kingdom  ; giving  an  Account  of  the 
Herbs,  Shrubs,  and  Trees,  naturally  pro- 
duced  therein,  in  Englijhy  Irijhy  and  La^ 
tin ; with  a true  Defcription  of  them, 
and  their  Medicinal  Virtues  and  Qualities. 
By  yohn  Keogh,  A.B.  Chaplain  to  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Lord  King/ion.  Corke^ 
^^1735•"  4“- 
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Not  having  feen  this  work,  I cannot  give 
the  reader  any  further  information  relating 
to  it. 

smith’s  histories. 

In  the  County  Hijlories  of  Irelandy  publifh- 
ed  under  the  diredtion  of  the  Phyfico-hif- 
torical  Society  of  Dublin  by  Charles  Smith> 
we  meet  with  catalogues  of  the  rare  plants 
in  each  diftrid.  Thefe  lifts,  however,  not 
being  drawn  up  with  fufficient  knowledge  of 
the  fubjeft,  want  that  authenticity,  which 
the  critical  botanift  would  expedl:,  ^ and 
have  not  greatly  enlarged  the  botany  of 
Ireland. 

In  that  of  The  antient  and  prefent  State 

of  the  County  of  Down”  1744,  8%  the 
author  fpeaks  of  the  Savin  as  indigenous — 
a privilege  which  will  fcarcely  be  allowed 
to  it  in  that  kingdom  ; although  Dr.  Mo- 
LYNEUx,  and  after  him  Threlkeld,  had 
recorded  it.  When  it  is  recolledled  for  what 
nefarious  purpofes  it  was  originally  intro- 
duced into  many  gardens,  it  may  readily  be 
conjedlured  to  be  the  perpetuated  offspring 
2 of 
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of  original  culture,  in  a favourable  fitua* 
tion. 

In  that  of  The  County  of  Waterford,'* 
many  very  common  plants,  and  a’confider-- 
able  number  of  the  marine  fpecies.  There 
occurs  alfo  a cafe,  confirming  the  poifonous 
quality  of  the  He^nhek  Dropwort. 

In  that  of  The  County  of  Corkf  1750, 
2 vols.  8%  feveral  of  the  Alpine,  and  other 
rare  plants,  occur ; fuch  are  the  .DrK^x  oc^ 
topetala,  Sedum  dafyphyllu?n,  Euphorbia  hy- 
berjia:  but  what  v/ill  the  critical  botaniffc 
fay,  when  he  fees  in  this  lift  the  Androfce-r 
viiim  Afcyron  I 

Ireland  may  with  reafon  be  proud  to 
' enumerate,  among  its  choice  productions  of 
Flora,  the  Arbutus  of  Killarney\  neverthe- 
lefs,  its  right  as  an  aboriginal,  is  wdth 
great  probability  of  truth  contefted  by  Mr. 
Smith,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  County  of 
fx  1756,  8° ; in  which  he  confiders 

it  as  having  been  introduced  by  the  Monks 
of  St,  Finnian,  who  founded  the  abbey  in 
the  fixth  century. 

I conclude  my  remarks  on  Irljh  botany 
y/ith  obferving,  that  the  varied  clime,  the 

different 


204  CHAPTER  42. 

different  fite  of  the  country  throughout 
Ireland  ^ its  mountains,  lakes,  creeks,  and 
moors,  unqueftionably  afford  fcope  to  a 
great  variety  of  vegetables  j and  the  poverty 
of  Threlkeld*s  Flora  has  left  a rich 
harvefl  to  the  Irijh  botanift : for,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  confiderable  time  elapfed  fince 
the  publication  of  his  book,  and  the  lauda- 
ble attempts  of  the  Dublin  Society,  I know 
not  that  Ireland  has  fince  been  examined 
by  any  perfon  of  acknowledged  abilities  in 
the  fcience.  What  might  not  fuch  an  ad- 
venturer expeft,  from  a country,  which 
nurtures  on  its  mountains  the  Andromeda 
Dabceciay  the  Dryas  oBopetala^  and  the 
Saxifraga  umbrofa  of  the  Alps  ; and,  on 
the  borders, of  its  enchanting  lakes,  the-^r- 
butus  Unedo  of  Greece, 
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Martyn — Memoirs  of — With  Dillenlus  eftahlijhes 
a botanical  fociety  in  London — Chojen  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Society  ^ and'ProfeJfor  of  Botany  at  Cann- 
bridge — Reads  leSlures  on  the  Materia  Medica 
— Prefents  his  botanical  library  and  Herbarium 
to  the  Univerfity — Writings — Tabulse  Synopti- 
• cas — Methodus  Plantarum — Decades  quinque 
—Tranfation  from  Tournefort — His  Virgil. 


MARTYN 


T the  dawn  of  learning,  the  feeds  of 


botany  had  been  firft  fown  in  Eng^ 
landy  by  Dr.  Turner,  at  Cambridge.  They 
can  fcarcely,  however,  be  faid  to  have  ger- 
minated, until  a century  afterwards,  under 
the  foftering  care  of  Mr.  Ray.  By  his 
cultivation,  they  took  root,  although  not 
invigorated  by  public  fupport.  In  the  mean 
time,  through  the  munificence  of  the  Earf 
of  Danby,  Oxford  experienced  the  benefit 
of  a public  inftitution  in  aid  of  this  fcience, 
and  botany  flouriflied  under  the  care  of  Mo- 
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RisoN.  After  his  time,  to  the  eflablifh- 
ment  of  Dillenius,  it  languifhed;  no  pub- 
lication marked  its  progrefs ; and  its  hiftory 
at  Oxford  is  void  of  interefting  fails.  Nearly 
the  fame  languor  prevailed  after  the  time  of 
Mr.  Ray  at  Cambridgey  and  botany  attained 
no  flrength  till  the  time  of  Dr.  Martyn, 
who,  under  the  patronage  of  the  univerfity, 
gave  the  firft  public  ledlure  in  that  depart- 
ment, in  the  year  1727. 

Of  this  learned  botanift,  I am  nov/,  in 
the  order  of  time,  to  prefent  the  reader  with 
fome  account ; and  here  I find  myfelf  agree- 
ably anticipated  by  the  relation  of  his  life 
and  writings,  prefixed  to  his  DifTertations 
bn  the/Eneids  of  Virgil,’'  printed  in  1770, 
1 2%  and  drawn  up  by  his  mofl  refpedlable 
fon,  and  fucceffor  in  the  profefTorihip ; with 
whofe  frlendiliip  and  correfpondence,  I have 
on  this  occafion  a fmeere  pleafure  in  ac- 
knowdedging,  I have  long  been  honoured. 
Hence  I fhall  briefly  recite  from  thefe  anec- 
dotes, only  the  leading  circumftances  in  the 
life  of  DilMartyn,  as  connefted  with  his 
profefforial  charadler ; and  conclude  with  a 
ihort  account  of  his  botanical  writings.' 

John 
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yohTt  Martyn  was  born  In  the  city  of 
Xjondoriy  Sept.  12,  1699,  and  was  defigned 
by  his  father  for  the  profeffion  of  a mer- 
chant ; but  his  early  and  ftrong  propenfity 
to  learning  and  fcience,  in  the  end  over-ruled 
that  deiign.  He  had  from  his  youth  an 
attachment  to  botany  ^ and  this  tafte  was 
further  excited  by  his  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  WiLMER,  afterwards  demonftrator  at 
Chelfea  Garden  ^ and  confirmed  by  an  inti- 
macy with,  and  the  countenance  of.  Dr. 
Sherard,  in  the  year  1719.  In  the  year 
1720,  he  tranflated  from  the  French,  Dr. 
Tournefort’s  Hiftory  of  the  Plants 

growing  about  Paris and  having  pro- 
jected a like  catalogue  of  the  plants  about 
London,  he  collected,  with  unwearied  dili- 
gence, the  native  plants  of  the  environs  ; 
making  for  this  purpofe  fometimes  very  ex-^ 
teniive  excurfions,  and  almoft  ever  on  foot. 
He  had  once  conceived  a fcheme  for  form- 
ing a method  from  the  Seed-leaves,  and  had 
fown  a great  number  of  feeds  in  order  to 
obferve  the  difference  between  them.  Pie 
early  became  acquainted  with  Dillenius, 
and  co-operated  with  him  in  forming  a fo- 

ciety 
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ciety  of  botanifts,  which  confifted  of  feven- 
teen  members.  This  fociety  kept' together 
till  the  year  1726.  He  continued,  during  the 
years  1723  and  1724,  to  make  his  excur- 
lions  in  learch  of  plants  more  frequent,  and 
extended  them  farther,  into  Middlefexy  Sur- 
reyy  Effexy  and  Kent.  At  the  fame  time  he 
ftudied  Infecls,  continued  his  obfervations 
on  the  Seed-leaves,  and  made  many  others 
on  the  Sexes  of  Plants.  He  had,  feveral 
years  before  this  time,  tranflated  from  the 
Latky  an  ode  on  that  fubjefl:,  prefented  to 
Gamer  ARius,  and  printed  in  that  Author’s 
epiftle  De  Sexu  Elantarum.  The  tranflation 
may  be  feen  in  Blair’s  ‘‘Botanic  ElTays.” 

In  the  fummer  of  1724,  he  travelled  into 
WaleSy  by  Bath  and  Brijioly  returning  by 
Herefordy  WorcefieVy  and  Oxford ; by  which 
he  extended  the  objedls  of  his  ftudies,  and 
augmented  his  collediion  of  Englijh  plants ; 
infomuch,  that  at  length  it  comprehended 
1400  fpecimens. 

In  1725  and  1726,  he  read  lectures  in 
botany  in  LondoUy  and  was  xecommended 
by  Dr.  Sherard  and  Sir  Hans  Sloane 
•to  exercife  the  fame  function  at  Cambridge ; 

where. 
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V/here,  on  the  death  of  Bradley,  he  was 
chofen  Profeflbr  of  Botany ; and  continued 
to  give  ledlures  for  feveral  years,  until  the 
want  of  a garden,  and  his  long  abfence 
from  the  bufinefs  of  phyfic,  which  he  had 
engaged  in,  rendered  it  incommodious  to 
him. 

In  1727,  Dr.  Martyn  was  admitted  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Society  ; and  was  fo 
aftive  in  the  committee  for  regulating  the 
library  and  mufeum,  in  1731,  that  he  bad 
his  bond  for  annual  payment  cancelled  by 
an  order  of  council,  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  his  fervices. 

In  1730,  he  was  admitted  of  'Emanuel 
College,  with  an  intention  to  have  pro- 
ceeded regularly  with  the  degrees  in  phyfic  > 
but  his  marriagey  and  his  attention  to  the 
practice  of  the  profeflion,  prevented  him 
from  finifliing  his  defign.  In  the  mearv 
time,  he  read  ledlures  in  Botany  and  the 
Materia  Me  die  a y both  at  Catnbridge  and  in 
Londony  in  the  years  1730  and  1731.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1733,  he  was 
eleded  .Profeflbr  of  Botany  by  the.  unani- 
mous voice  of  the  univerfity. 

VoL.  II.  P Dr, 
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Dr.  Martyn  had  pradtifed  phyfic  for 
three  years  in  the  city,  but  on  account  of  an 
afthmatic  complaint,  removed  in  the  year 
1730  to  Cheljeay  where  he  continued  the 
exercife  of  that  profeflion,  until  his  retire- 
ment to  Streathaniy  in  1752.  In  1761,  he 
refigned  his  profeflbrlhip;  and  foon  after,  in 
gratitude  for  the  favour  of  having  chofen 
him,  and  his  fon  after  him,  to  this  poft,.  he 
prefented  to  the  univerfity  his  botanical  li- 
brary, conlifting  of  upwards  of  200  vo- 
lumes I his  Hortus  Siccus  of  Exotics,  con- 
taining 2600  fpecimens;  near  250  drawings 
of  Fungi*,  his  colledtion  of  Seeds,  and  Seed 
Veffels  I and  his  Materia  Medica. 

■ He  removed  to  Chelfea  about  a year  be- 
fore his  death which  event  took  place  oa 
the  29th  of  January,.  1768. 

The  Profeffor  was  the  author  of  the  fol- 
Ipwing  publications  : 

Tabula  Synoptics-  Flantarum  OJi^ 
cinalium:  ad  Methodum  ’Raiananv  dij^ojitce^ 
172^.  fol.  pp..  20.  Dedicated  to.  Sir 
Sloane. 

Methodus-  Plantarum  drea  Canta-^ 
brigiam.  najeentium-*  1727.  12^,  pp»  132. 
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This  IS  Mr.  Ray's  Alphabetical  Catalogue, 
reduced  to  the  order  of  his  fyftem,  with  the 
generic  charafters  taken  from  Ray's  Me^ 
thodiis  emendata  et  audia^  from  Vaillant, 
Dillenius,  Scheuchzer^  and  others, 
much  improved  and  corrected  by  Mr.  Mar- 
i'yn's  own  obfervations.  All  the  plants 
of  Mr.  Ray's  two  Appendices^  of  1663  and 
1685,  now  become  extremely  rare,  amount- 
ing to  84  fpecies,  are  inferted  in  this  ma- 
nual, which  was  printed  for  the  ufe  of  his 
pupils,  on  his  firft  reading  ledlures  at  Ca7n^ 
bridge.  A iheet  and  an  half  of  a new  edition, 
containing  more  than  1 50  fpecies,  not  con- 
tained in  Ray's  Catalogue,  was  printed  as 
part  of  a new  edition  ^ but  it  was  not  car- 
ried farther  : thefe  were,  Submarine  Plants ^ 
Fungufes^  Mojfes,  Capillaries^  Apetalous  and 
Juliferous  Plants.  And,  as  the  genius  of 
Ray  ftill  continued  to  animate  his  fuccef- 
fors,  the  Cambridge  Flora  has  fince  been 
much  augmented  and  improved,  not  only 
by  the  Ikill  and  afliduity  of  the  prefent 
Profeflbr,  and  the  labours  of  the  late  Mr» 
Ly  ONs,  but  more  recently  ftill,  by  the 
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diligent  refearches  and  accurate  difcrimlna- 
tions  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Relhan. 

Historia  Plantarum  rariorum 
Decades  qumque,  Fol.  max.  1728 — 1732. 
This  v^as  the  moft  fumptuous  and  magni- 
ficent work  of  the  kind,  that  had  ever  been, 
attempted  in  'England.  It  was  dedicated 
to  the  Royal  Society,  and  was  defigned  to 
contain  fuch  curious  plants,  as  had  not  been 
figured  before,  in  their  natural  fize  and  co- 
lours ; with  the  defcriptions,  and  the  cul- 
ture and  ufes.  The  extraordinary  expencc 
of  this,  work  prevented  its  progrefs.  The 
plates  were  mezzotinto,  and  printed  in  pro- 
per colours.  Thefe  Decads,  among  many 
other  rarities,  contain  feveral  GeraJiia^  the 
Milleriay.  Martyniaj  Gronovia,  Turnera,  fe- 
veral Pajfijlorcey  CaJJicc^  and  many  North- 
American  plants. 

In  1729,  having  entertained  a defign  of 
reading  a courfe  of  ledlures  at  Oxford ^ hepub- 
liihed  ‘‘  The  firfh  Ledure  of  a Courfe  of  Bo- 
tany,  being  an  Introdudion  to  the  reft." 
8°.’  1729.  pp.  24.  tab.  84.  It  is  an  explana- 
tion of  the  technical  terms  of  the  fcience. 

la 
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In  the  year  1720,  Dr.  Martyn,  as  hath 
been  obferved,  had  made  a Tranflation  of 
Tournefort’s  Hiftory  of  Plants  about 
Paris and  at  the  fame  time  meditated 
a Catalogue  of  thofe  of  the  environs  of 
London,  The  latter  was  never  finilhed  ^ nor 
was  the  Tranflation  publifhed,  till  twelve 
years  afterwards,  when  it  appeared  under 
the  following  title:  Tournefort’s  Hif- 
tory  of  Plants  growing  about  P^r/V,  with 
their  Ufes  in  Phyfic;  and  a Mechanical 
‘‘  Account  of  the  Operation  of  Medicines. 
“ Tranflated  Into  Englijhy  with  many  Ad- 
ditlons,  and  accommodated  to  the  Plants 
growing  in  Great  Britain P In  2 vols. 
8”.  1732. 

The  Six  Alphabets”  of  Tournefort 
are  reduced  into  one;  all  the  ufeful  obfer- 
vations,  both  from  the  edition  which  came 
out  by  the  united  care  of  Sherard  and 
Boerhaave,  and  from  that  which  was 
publifhed  hy  Bernard  de  are  ex- 

trafted.  The  Tranflator  added  alfo  the 
Pnglifh  names,  and  the  places  where  the 
plants  grow  in  England.  He  difpofed  the 
Mo^[fes  according  to  Dillenius’s  method; 
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and  the  Mujhrooms  and  Capillary  Plants^ 
after  a new  method  of  his  own. 

Of  the  papers  publifhed  by  Dr,  Mar- 
ty n,  in  the  Philofophical  Pranf anions ^ the 
following  have  relation  to  the  fubjed:  of  this 
work;. 

Rare  Plants  obferved  in  a Journey  into 
the  Peak  of Derbyjhire.  N“407,  Vol,  xxxvi, 
p.  22  and  28,'  In  this  paper,  the  Author 
has  taken  occafion  to  feparate  the  Lac^ 
tuca  fyhejiris  murorum  jiore  luteQ  of  Bah- 
hine  and  Ray  from  that  genus,  and  gives 
it  the  namepf  Scariola.  Linn^us  juftifies 
the  diftindion,  but  calls  the  gmnsPhrenari’f 
thes. 

An  Account  of  a new  Species  of  Fungus. 
N°  475.  Vol.  xliii.  p.  263  ; with  a Figure, 
Dr,  Martyn  clafled  this  Angular  pror. 
dudion  among  the  Bcleti,  He  takes  the 
opportunity,  in  this  paper,  of  exhibiting  a 
Synoptical  Table  of  his  diftribution  of  the 
whole  order  of  Fungi : of  which  it  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  fay,  that  it  does  not  materially  dif- 
fer from  that  of  Dillenius,  The  figure 
was  copied  in  Blackstone's  Speci/nen  Bo^ 
ianicumy  and  Fungus  has  been  confi-. 

dered 
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dered  by  the  author  of  the  Flora  Anglicay 
as  a variety  of  the  Clavaria  Hypoxylon  lAn* 

A Remark  concerning  the  Sex  of  Holly. 
VoL  xlviii.  p.  613. _ Dr.  Martyn  hrft 
obferved  the  Holly  Tree  to  be  Dioecious^  in 
his  own  garden  at  Streatham^  in  Surry,  Dr. 
Watson,  Mr.  Miller,  and  fubfequent 
botanifts,  not  only  found  his  obfervations 
true,  but  difcovered,  that  the  fame  trees 
bore  alfo  hermaphrodite  flowers.  This  oc- 
calioned  the  removal  of  it,  in  the  Flora  An* 
glicay  to  the  clafs  Folygamia,  But  as  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  remaining  fpecies  of  the 
Ilex  are  fubjedb  to  the  fame  change,  the 
genus  ftands  in  the  works  of  Linn.® us  -in 
the  Fetrandrous  clafs  as  before. 

It  is  not  without  the  ftridefl:  juftice  that 
the  term  indefatigable  is  applied  to  this 
learned  man.  His  avocations  from  bufinefs 
were  wholly  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  litera- 
ture, which  he  contributed  to  ferve  in  va- 
rious ways.  The  numerous  works  he  was 
engaged  in,  and  the  variety  of  his  manufeript 
remains,  amply  teftify  this  truth.  At  one 
time  he  was  concerned  in  a periodical  pa- 
per. He  was  a coadjutor  with  MhEaiwes, 
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in  abridging  the  Philofophical  "TranJa^ioJis  \ 
and  was  employed  in  writing  the  firft  three 
volumes  of  the  ‘‘  General  Didlionary/*  in 
which  the  lives  of  Bellonius,  Boccone, 
and  Brunsfelsius,  were  written  by  him. 
He  tranflated  Boerhaave’s  Treatife  on 
the  Powers  of  Medicine;’’  Harris’s 
Treatife  on  the  Acute  Difeafes  of  Infants 
and,  jointly  with  Mr.  Chambers,  gave,  in 
5 volumes  in  oftavo,  in  1742,  aTranflation, 
or  rather  an  Abridgment  of  Philofophical 
Papers,  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris'^ 

Dr.  Martyn  was  the  author  of  thir- 
teen papers,  printed  in  the  Philofophical 
"PranfaSlions . His'Tranflation  of  the  Geor-* 
gics^  and  Bucolics  of  Virgil,  with  his  notes 
upon  this  his  favourite  poet,  hath  extended 
his  fanie  among  the  learned  of  all  nations. 
To  the  claffical  reader  in  general,  they  af- 
ford ample  fatisfaftion ; but  to  thofe  who 
join  to  fuch  elegant  enjoyment,  a knowledge 
of  the  learned  Editor’s  favourite  fcience, 
thefe  volumes  mull  alford  a gratification, 
which  they  will  in  vain  feek  for  elfewhere. 
If  is  great  knowledge  both  of  antient  and  mo-- 
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dern  fcience,  relating  to  plants,  enabled  him 
to  appropriate  the  modern  appellations, 
with  a degree  of  judgment,  that  has  been 
highly  approved  of  by  thofe  who  know  the 
difficulty  of  the  undertaking,  under  that 
almoft  total  want  of  fpecifiic  diftindion, 
which  occurs  in  the  writings  of  the  an^ 
cients. 

In  'the  year  1737,  our  Author  entered 
into  correfpondence  with  Linn^us.  It 
is  one  of  thofe  notices  that  can  only  oc- 
cur to  a lover  of  fimllar  ftudies,  that  he 
v/as,  if  not  the  firft,  at  lead  one  of  the 
earlieft  'Englijh  writers,  who  announced 
the  northern  genius  to  the  Britijh  reader. 
This  was  done  by  the  ProfeiTor’s  extract 
from  the  Flora  Lafponica^  printed  in  the 
edition  of  the  Georgies  in  1741.  It  was 
fome  years  afterwards,  before  the  fyftem  of 
the  Swede  made  any  progrefs  in  Fngland. 

I fliall  only  remark  further,  that  befides 
the  obligations  which  literature  in  general 
owes  to  this  learned  Profeffor,  that  which 
I call  more  ftridly  FugUflo  botany,  received 
confiderable  augmentation  from  his  labours; 
particularly  from  his  methodizing  The 

Cambridge 
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Cambridge  Catalogue”  of  M^Ray,  and 
from  the  additions  he  made  to. his  Tranfla- 
tion  of  Tournefort’s  book 

* The  naine  of  Martyma  was  given  to  a fine  plant 
of  the  fccond  order  in  the  Didynamous  clafs,  by  Dr. 
Houston,  who  difcovered  it  on  the  continent  of  j4me- 
rica.  It  is  well  known  at  prefent  as  an  ornament  to 
ftoves. 
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Memoirs  of— His  ftrong  attachment  to 
natural  hifiory — Refides  Jirft  in  Virginia  Jeven 
years — and^  encouraged  afterwards  hy  Sir  Hans 
Sloane  and  ethers^  returns  to  America — Natii* 
ral  hijlory  ^Carolina — On  birds  of  fajfage. 


C A T E S B Y. 


LT  HOUGH  the  ingenious  author. 


JIjL  whom  I commemorate  in  this  chap- 
ter, does  not  ftridly  rank  among  the  im- 
provers of  indigenous  botany  j yet  I cannot 
pafs  over  in  filence,  a man,  to  whom  the 
fcience  owes  one  of  its  moft  elegant,  and 
fuperb  produftions.  Mr.  Mark  Catesby 
was,  I believe,  one  of  thofe  men,  whom  a 
paffion  for  natural  hifiory  very  early  al- 
lured from  the  interefting  purfuits  of  life ; 
and  it  led  him  at  length  to  crofs  the  Allan  ^ 
tic^  that  he  might  read  the  volume  of  na- 
ture in  a country  but  imperfedlly  explored, 
gild  where  her  beauties  were  difplayed  in  a 
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more  extended  and  magnificent  fcale,  than 
the  narrow  bounds  of  his  native  country 
exhibited.  It  is  but  too  true,  that  the  world 
at  large  will  for  ever  treat  with  ridicule  and 
difdain  that  man,  who,  thus  deferring  the 
paths  that  lead  to  riches,  to  preferment, 
or  to  honour,  gives  himfelf  up  to  what  are 
commonly  deeined  unimportant  and  trifling 
occupations.  Few  will  give  him  Credit  for 
that  iecreii  latisfaftion,  for  that  inexhaufti- 
ble  pleafure,  which  the  inveiligation  of  na- 
ture, in  all  her  objedl.?,  inceflantly  holds 
forth  to  his  mind  3 or  believe,  that  fuch 
employment  can  poffibly  compenfate  for  the 
folid  treafures  of  gain. 

Catesby  was  born  about  the  lat- 
ter end  of  1679,  or  the ' beginning  of  the 
next  year.  He  acquaints  us  himfelf,  that 
he  had  very  early  a propen fity  to  the  ftudy 
of  nature ; and  that  his  wdfli  for  higher 
gratifications  in  this  way,  firfi:  led  him  to 
LondG7iy  which  he  emphatically  ftiles  the 
center  of  fcience^”  and  afterwards  impelled 
him  to  feek  further  fources,  in  diftant  parts 
of  the  globe.  The  refidence  of  fome  re- 
lations 
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lationsln  Virginia  favoured  his  delign;  and 
he  went  to  that  country  in  1712,  where  he 
ftald  feven  years,  admiring,  and  collecting 
the  various  produdtions  of  the  country, 
without  having  laid  any  diredl  plan  for  the 
work  he  afterwards  accompliflied.  During 
this  refidence,  he  communicated  feeds  and 
fpecimens  of  plants,  both  dried,  and  in  a 
growing  ftate,  to  Mr.  Dale,  Braintree, 
in  EJfex  ; and,  fome  of  his  'obfervations  on 
the  country,  being  communicated  by  this 
means  to  Dr.  William  Sherard,  procured 
him  the  friendfhip  and  patronage  of  that 
gentleman*  On  his  return  to  England,  in 
1719,  he  was  encouraged  by  the  afTiftance 
6f  feveral  of  the  nobility,  of  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  Dr.  Sherard,  and  other  natu- 
ralifts,  ^vhofe  names  he  has  recorded^  to 
return  to  A?72erica,  with  the  profeffed  de- 
fign  of  defcribing,  delineating,  and  painting 
the  more  curious  objects  of  nature.  Caro- 
lina was  fixed  on,  as  the  place  of  his  refi- 
dence,  where  he  arrived  in  May  1722.  He 
firft  examined  the  lower  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, making  excurfions  from  CharlesTCown-, 
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and  afterwards  fojourned,  for  fome  time, 
mong  t\it  Indians  in  the  mountainous  regions 
at  and  about  Fort  Moore.  He  then  extend- 
ed his  refearches  through  Georgia  and 
rida ; and  having  fpent  nearly  three  years 
on  the  continent,  he  vifited  the  Baha^na 
IJlandsy  taking  his  refidence  in  the  IJle 
Providence ; carrying  on  his  plan,  and  par- 
ticularly making  colled:ions  of  fifhes,  and 
fubmarine  produdlions. 

On  his  return  to  England^  in  the  year 
1726,  his  labours  having  met  with  the  ap- 
probation of  his  patrons,  Mr.  Catesby 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  art  of  Etching ; 
and,  retiring  to  Hoxton^  employed  himfelf 
in  carrying  on  his  great  work,  which  he 
publiflied  in  numbers  of  twenty  plants  each. 
The  firft  appeared  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1730;  and  the  firft  volume;  confifting 
of  100  plates,  was  finifhed  in  1732  : the 
fecond,  in  1743  ^ and  the  Appendix,  of 
twenty  plates,  in  the  year  1748. 

A regular  account  of  each  number,  writ- 
ten by  Dr. Mortimer,  Secretary 
of  the  Royal  Society,  was  laid  before  the 

Society 
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Society  as  it  appeared,  and  printed  in  the 
Philofophical  "PranfaBions ; in  which  the 
Dodor  has  fometimes  interfperfed  illuftra- 
tive  obfervations.  See  N“4i5.  420.  426. 
for  Vol.  i. ; N”432.  438.  441.  449.  484, 
for  Vol.  ii.  3 and  N°  486;  for  the  Appen- 
dix* 

The  whole  work  bears  the  following 
title : The  Natural  Hiftoiy  of  Carolina^ 

Flo7'iday  and  the  Bahama  IJlands  y con- 
taining  the  Figures  of  Birds,  Beafls, 
Fifhes,  Serpents,  Infeds,  and  Plants  ^ 
particularly  the  Foreft  Trees,  Shrubs, 
and  Plants,  not  hitherto  deferibed,  or 
very  incorredly  figured  by  Authors;  to- 
gether  with  their  Deferiptions,  in  French 
and  Englijh.  To  which  are  added,  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  Air,  Soil,  and  Waters: 
With  Remarks  upon  Agriculture,  Grain,. 
Pulfe,  Roots.  ' To  the  wh^le  is  pre- 
fixed  a new  and  corred  Map  of  the 
Countries  treated  of/’  By  Mark  Cates- 
BY,  F.  R.  S.  Fom.l.  1731.  pp.  100.  tab* 
- IOC.  Tom.  IL  1743.  pp.  ICO.  tab.  100. 
Account  of  Carolina^  &c.  pp.  44,  Appen- 
dix, 
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dlx^  tab.  20.  pp.  20.  FgL  imperial^  £g, 

407- 

The  number  of  fubjefls  defcribed  and 
figured  in  this  work  ftands  as  below : 


Plants 

171 

Quadrupeds 

9 

Birds  ' - 

III 

Amphibia 

33 

Fifhes 

46 

Infedls 

31 

In  this  fpendid  performance,  the  curious 
are  gratified  with  the  figures  of  many  of  the 
inofl:  beautiful  trees,  fhrubs,  and  herbaceous 
plants,  that  adorn  the  gardens  of  the  pre- 
lent time.  Many  alfo  of  the  moll  ufeful 
in  the  arts,  and  conveniences  of  life,  and 
feveral  of  thofe  ufed  in  medicine,  are  here 
for  the  firft  time  exhibited  in  the  true  pro- 
portion, and  natural  colours.  It  is  only  to 
be  regretted,  that,  in  this  work,  a feparate 
exhibition  of  the  flower  in  all  its  parts  lliould 
be  wanting;  in  defedl  of  which,  feveral 
curious  articles  have  not  been  afcertained. 
It  is  a requifite  of  modern  date,  and  with- 
out 
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but  it,  every  figure,  efpecialiy  of  a new  fpe- 
cies,  mufl;  be  deemed  imperfedt. 

• Moft  of  the  plates  of  plants  exhibit  alfo 
fome  fubjedt  of  the  animal  kingdom.  To 
thefe  my  plan  does  not  extend  ; but  I will 
in  the  note  enumerate  fome  of  the  moft 
remarkable  of  the  vegetable  clafs.  As  Mn 

Catesby 

I.  Of  thofe  ufed  in  food  or  medicine,  I feledl  the  fol- 
lowing : The  Chinkapin,  Fagus  pumila ; the  nuts  of 
which  are  preferred  to  chefnuts,  and  ftored  by  the  Indians 
for  winter  food.  The  live  Oak,  ^ercus  Phellos  13,  of 
which  the  acorns  yield  an  oil  not  inferior  to  that  of  Al- 
monds. The  Snake-«rootj  Arijlolochia  Virginiana ; well 
kno^)vn  in  medicine.  The  May-apple,  Podophyllum  peU 
tatu?n  ; ufed  as  ipecacuanha  in  Carolina,  The  Fliccory 
tree,  Juglans  alba ; the  nuts  afford  excellent  winter  pro- 
vifion  among  the  Indians^  and  yield  fine  oil ; the  young 
wood  preferred  for  hoops,  and  the  old  for  fire-wood.. 
The  China  root  of  Carolina^  Smilax  Famnoides,  Saflafras- 
tree,  Laurus  Sajfafras ; ufed  in  Virginia  for  intermittents* 
The  Cocco,  and  Tyre,  Aruin  Colocafta  ; of  which  the 
roots  are  eaten  by  the  Negroes,  after  defiroying  the 
acrimony  by  boiling.  Ilathera  Bark,  Croton  Cafcarillai 
Laurel-leaved  Canella,  Canella  alba ; well  known  in  the 
fnops,  and  ufed  as  Winter’s  bark.  The  Caflena,  or  Y"a- 
pon  of  the  Indians^  Prinos  glaber\  in  great  repute  as  a 
reftorative.  The  Virginian  Potatoe  or  Battatas,  ConvoU 
vulus  Battatas ; of  general  ufe  as  food  among  Whites  as 
VoL.  IL  well 
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Gates  BY  etched  all  the  figures  himfelf, 
from  his  own  paintings,  and  the  coloured 
copies  were  at  firft  done  under  his  own  in- 
fpedlion,  and  wherever  it  was  poffible,  every 
fubjeft  in  its  natural  fize,  this  work  was 
the  mofi:  fplendid  of  its  kind  that  'England 
had  ever  produced.  I do  not  know  that  It 

had 

well  as  Negroes.  Marfii  Cuftard  Apple,  Annona  paluftris: 
Indian  Pink,  Splgelia  marilandica^  of  the  (hops.  Rice 
Plant,  Ory%a  fativa.  Netted  Cuftard  Apple,  Annona  re^ 
ticulata.  Wild  Pine,  or  Tillandfta  polyjiachia  ; a parafiti- 
cal  plant,  remarkable  for  holding  a large  quantity  of  wa- 
fer in  the  hollow  of  the  leaves.  Mangrove  Grape-tree, 
Coccohba  uvlfera.  Cacao,  or  Chocolate- tree,  Theobroma 
Cacao,  Vanelloc,  Epidendrum  vanilla,  Cafhew  Nut, 
.Anacardium  occidentale,  Ginfeng,  Panax  quinquefolium  ; 
the  famous  Ninfm  of  the  Chinefe, 

II.  Of  fuch  as  more  immediately  refpedl:  the  common 
conveniences  of  life,  are, The  Cyprefs  of  America^  Cuprejfus 
dijlicha ; the  talleft  and  largeft  of  the  American  trees,  9 
or  10  feet  in  diameter  at  the  ground,  and  60  or  70  high, 
affording  a light  but  excellent  timber.  The  purple  Bind- 
weed of  Carolina^  faid  to  be  one  of  the  plants  the,  Indians 
life  to  guard  againft  the  venom  of  the  Rattlefnake.  The 
water  Tupelo,  Ny[fa  aquatica ; the  root  fupplies  the  place 
of  corks.  The  Red  Bay,  Laurus  Borbonia ; the  wood 
excellent  for  cabinets,  and  beautiful  as  fattin-wood. 
Candle-berry  Myrtle,  Myrica  cerifera  j the  green  wax 
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had  been  Quailed  on  the  continent,  unlefs 
by  that  of  Madam  Merian,  which,  how- 
ever, falls  greatly  fhort  in  extent.  Seventy- 
two  Plates  of  Catesby’s  work  were  copied 
by  the  Nuremberg  artifts,  and  publifhed  in 
1750.  His  Obfervations  on  Carolina^ 
&c/'  were  feparately  printed  in  folio,  at  the 
fame  place,  in  1767. 

Mr. 

boiled  from  the  berries  with  one-fourth  of  tallow,  form 
candles  which  burn  long,  and  yield  a grateful  fmell. 
Soap-wood,  Sapindus  faponarla ; the  bark  and  leaves 
beaten  in  a mortar,  produces  a lather  ufed  as  foap.  Glauw 
cous  Mimofa  5 ufed  as  fattin-wood.  Brafiletto  wood, 
Cafalpinia  Braftlienfts  ; a well-known  dye^  The  Man*- 
grove-tree,  Rhizophor a Mangle  \ forming  almoft  impene- 
trable woods,  the  recefles  of  turtle,  filhes,  and  of  young 
alligators.  The  fweet  Gum-tree,  Ltquidambarjiyradfluai 
yielding  a fragrant  gum,  like  the  Tolu  Balfam;  the  wood 
adapted  to  cabinet-making.  Logwood,  Hesmaioxyhn. 
■campechianum.  Mahogany-  tree,  Siuietenla  Mahagonu 
in.  Of  the  ornaniental  kind,  are.  The  Dogwood-tree, 
'Cornus  Jlorida\  fmgular  for  the  gradual  growth  of  the 
petals,  which,  after  the  opening  of  the  flower,  expand 
from  the  breadth  of  a fixpence  to  that  of  a man’s  hand. 
The  fweet  flowering  Bay,  Magnolia  glauca.  The  blue 
Trumpet- flower,  Bignonia  carulca.  Loblolly  Bay,  Gor~ 
donia  Lafianthus,  Carolina  All-fpice,  Calycanthus  Jioridus* 
Tulip-tree,  Liriodsndron  TuUpifera,  Catalpa-tree,  Bigno-- 

nie 
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Mr.  Cate  SB  Y was  the  author  of  a pa- 
per, printed  in  the  forty-fourth  volume  of 
the  Philofophical'TranfadlionSy  p.  435,  On 
Birds  of  Paffage  f ' in  which,  in  oppolition 
to  the  opinion  that  birds  lie  torpid  in  ca- 
verns, and  at  the  bottom  of  waters,  he  pro- 
duces a variety  of  reafons,  and  feveral  facSs, 

nia  Caialpa  ; unknown  in  Carolina^  till  Mr.  Cates- 
BY  brought  it  from  the  remoter  inland  parts.  Seffilc 
flowered  ‘TjilUim.  Vlfcous  Azalea.  Small  afli-leaved 
Trumpet-flower,  Bigmnia  raclicans.  The  Fringe-tree, 
Chionanthus  Virginica.  Broad-leaved  Sea-fide  Laurel, 
Xylophylla  laiifoUa.  Willow- leaved  Bay,  Laurus  tsjlivalis. 
American  Callkarpa.  Herbaceous  Coral-tree,  Mrythrina 
hcrbacea.  Yellow  Mar tagon , Lily,  Lilium  juperbunu 
Philadelphian^ ^ or  red  Martagon  Lily,  Lilium  Philadelphia 
cunu  Purple  Rudbeckia.  Laurel-leaved  Magnolia,  Mag- 
nolia grandijiora  ; the  mofl;  fuperb  fragrant  flowering  tree 
that  ornaments  our  gardens.  Yellow,  and  purple  Side 
faddle  Flower  ; Sarracenia  fiava^  purpurea.  Umbrella 
Magnolia,  Adagnolia  tripetala.  Climbing,  or  four-leaved 
T'rumpet-flowcr ; Bignonia  caprcolata.  Lime  - leaved  iA'- 
hijeus.  Red  Plumeria.  White  Plumeria.  Broad-leaved 
Kalmia.  Balfam-tree,  Clufia  rofea.  Virginian  Cowllip, 
Dodecatheon  Meadia.  Carolina  Pancratium.  Lilium  Ca- 
nadenfe.  Atamafeo  Lily,  Amaryllis  atamafeo.  Common 
Stuartia  Midacodmdron,  Blue  Magnolia,  Magnolia  acu- 
minata. Rhododendron  maximum.  And  finally,  the  Lily- 
thorn,  orCATESBiEA  fpinofa. 
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- which  his  refidence  in  America  offered,  in 
fupport  of  their  migration  in  fearch  of  pro- 
per food.  His  voyages  acrofs  the  Atlantic^ 
had  taught  him  the  ability  of  thefe  wan- 
derers to  take  long  flights.  He  mentions, 
in  another  place,  his  having  feen  Hawks, 
Swallows,  and  a fpecies  of  Otc/,  in  26  deg, 
of  N.  latitude,  at  the  diflance  of  600  leagues 
from  land.  He  fliews,  that  birds  unknown 
before  to  the  country,  find  their  way  annu- 
ally into  various  parts  of  North  America^ 
fince  the  introdudlion  of  feveral  kinds  of  ' 
grain  : of  this  the  Rice-bird,  Emberiza  ory- 
zivora^  and  the  white-faced  Diick,  Anas 
difcors,  are,  among  others,  inftances  too 
fufficiently  known  and  felt  by  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

Mr.  Catesby  was  eleded  a Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Society  foon  after  his  fecond  re- 
turn from  America^  and  lived  in  acquaint- 
ance and  friendfliip  with  many  of  the  mofl 
'refpedable  members  of  that  body  ^ being 
“ greatly  efleemed  'for  his  modefly,  inge- 
nuity,  and  upright  behaviour.’' 

Before  his  death,  he  removed  from  Hox- 
ton  to  Fulham,  and  afterwards  to  London ; 
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and  died  at  his  houfe  behind  Sjf.  Luke^s 
church,  in  Old  Street^  Dec.  23,  1749,  aged 
70,  leaving  a widow  and  two  children^. 

His  work  has  been  re-publilhed  in  1754 
and  in  1771.  To  the  laft  edition  a Linncean 
index  has  been  annexed  5 but  it  is  by  no 
means  fo  copious  or  perfed:  as  a work  of 
fuch  merit  and  magnificence  demands, 

*Dr.  Gronovius  called  by  the  name  of  Catejhea^  a 
thorny  Ihrub  of  the  Tetrandrons  clafs,  bearing  a long 
trumpet-fhaped  Bower,  fucceeded  by  a yellow  berry, 
which  Cate  SB  Y firft  difcovered  in  the  JJle  of  Providence^ 
and  fent  to  Europe  in  the  year  1726. 
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' Houflon  — jludied  under  Boerhaave — refident  In 
Weft  Indies  for  Jome  time  — greatly  aug- 
mented  the  Chelfea  Garden  with  new  plants— 
fell  a facrifice  to  the  climate  — 'The  Reliquiae 
Houftonianae,  puhlijhed  by  Sir  JoJeph  Banks. 

Douglas  — Surgeon  to  ^een  Caroline — His  de^ 
fcription  of  the  Guernfey  Uly  — Papers  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadlions. 


HOUSTON. 


■^HOSE  who  are  converfant  with  the 


JL.  writings  of  Miller,  will  recolledl 
the  frequent  mention  of  the  name  of  Dr. 
William  Houston;  and  that  the  exotic 
botany  of  England  was  greatly  enriched  by 
his  means.’  If  I err  not,  Mr.  Houston 
went  firft  to  the  Weji  IndieSy  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a furgeon ; and,  upon  his  return,  after 
two  years  refidence  at  Ley  den  y took  degrees 
in  phyfic  under  Boerhaave.  This  was 
in  1728  and  £729.  At  Ley  deny  he  inftitu- 
ted  a fet  of  Experiments  on  Brutes ; fome 
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of  which  were  made  in  concert  with  the 
late  celebrated  Van  Swieten.  They  were 
afterwards  publidied  in  the  Philofophical 
TranfaSions^  Voh  xxxix.  under  the  title  of' 

'Experiment a de  Perforatione  Thoracis , ejuf-- 
que  in  Refpiratione  EffeBibusP  The  refult 
of  which  proved,  contrary  to  the  common- 
ly received  opinion,  that  animals  could  live 
and  breathe  for  fome  time,  although  air 
was  freely  admitted  into  both  cavities  of  the 
thorax. 

It  appears  that  he  was  elefted  a Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Society  foon  after  his  return 
frpm  Holland ; and  that  he  went  immedi- 
ately to  the  TVeJl  Indies,  I am  not  able  to 
afcertain  his  fixed  refidence  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  although  I conjedlure,  it  was 
principally  at  the  Logwood  Settlement ; from  , 
whence  he  fent  a defcription  and  figure  of 
the  IlGrJieni'a  Contrayervay  which  were  pub- 
liflied  in  the  Philofophical  TranfaBions y Vol. 
xxxvii.  This  was  the  firft  authentic  account 
received  of  that  drug,  although  known  in 
England  from  the  time  of  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  or  earlier.  He  alfo  fent  to  his 
friend  at  Chelfeay  the  feeds  of  many  rare  and 

new 
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new  plants,  collefted  by  him  in  the  iflands 
of  Jamaica  and  Cuba ; in  the  province  of 
Venezuela,  and  about  Vera  Crux.  \ 

He  fell  a facrifice  to  the  heat  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  died  in  July  1733.  He  left,  in 
manufcript,  a Catalogue  of  Plants,  collect- 
ed by  himfelf  in  the  places  above  men- 
tioned ; together  with  forne  engravings  done 
by  his  own  hand,  Thefe  came  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  PvIiller  ^ and,  after  his 
deceafe,  into  the  pofleffion  of  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  who,  out  of  refpect  to  the  memory 
of  fo  deferying  a man,  gratified  the  bota- 
nifts  with  the  publication  of  them,  under 
the  following  title ; 

Pn^eliquias  feu  Plan-- 

tariim  in  America  meridionali,  a Gulielmo 
Houston,  ikf. D . R.S.S,  colledlarum leones, 
nianii  propria,  ^re  incife  y cum  Deferiptioni-- 
bus  e Sebedis  ejufdem  in  Bibliotheca  Jofephi 
Banks,  Baronetti,  R.S,P.  aJjervatisP  4®. 
1781.  pp.  12,  tab.  xxvi. 

They  contain  the  characters  and  deferip- 
tions  of  fifteen  genera,  and  eleven  fpecies-, 
of  which,  the  laft  were  all  natives  of  the 
^Quntiy  about  Vera  Crux.  Houston’s 

new 
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new  genera  are  defcribed  in  the  method  and 
terms  of  Tournefort’s  fyftem ; and  all, 
except  one,  confecrated  to  the  memory  of 
botanifts  i and,  in  this  publication,  they  arc 
referred  to  the  denominations  of  the  Lin^ 
naan  fyfcem,  as  far  as  poffible 

DOUGLAS, 

Of  the  genera  by  Houston, 

we  find  the  Douglqfjia,  in  honour  of  James 
Douglas,  F.R.S.  a celebrated  furgeon  and 
anatomift,  afterwards  M.D.  and  honorary 
Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  and 
Phyfician  to  Queen  Caroline ; whom  it  is 
juft  to  introduce  into  thefe  anecdotes,  fince 
he  obtained  a reputable  rank  among  thofe, 
who  in  botany  have  been  ftiled  Monogra- 
‘‘  phers,’'  from  having  feparately  written  on 
a fingle  fpecies  or  genus.  He  publiftied  a 
very  fcientific  defcription  of  the  Amaryllis 
farnienjisy  under  the  title  of  Liliurn  farm- 
enfe ; or,  a Defcription  of  the  Guernfey 

* The  name  of  Hqustonia  Is  given  by  Gronovius 
to  a Tetrandrous  genus  found  in  Virginia^  known  to  the 
elder  authors,  and  fornewhat  allied  to  the  S.tellated  clafs  of 
IIay, 
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Lily:  to  which  is  added,  the  Botanical 

Diffedtion  of  the  Coffee-berry.”  FoL 
1725.  pp?  35,  and  22.  italf.  2. 

The  roots  of  this  beautiful  ornament  of 
our  prefent  ftoves,  were  fcattered  from  the 
wreck  of  a £hip  on  the  coaft  of  that  ifland ; 
and  being  protedlcd,  as  it  has  been  thought, 
among  the  fand,  by  the  Sea  Reed,  Ariindo 
arenariay  after  the  interval  of  fome  years, 
fprung  up,  to  the  furprize  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  delight  of  the  florlfts  and  bo- 
tanifts.  This  phenomenon  will  appear  lefs 
wonderful  in  our  days,  when  it  is  known, 
from  the  elegant  work  of  Dr.  Thunberg, 
that  from  the  congeniality  of  climate  between 
England  and  Japan^  one-fourth  part  of  the 
indigenous  plants  of  that  very  diftant  coun- 
try, appear  to  be  alfo  natives  of  England. 

In  his  Obfervations  on  the  Coffee,” 
Dr.  Douglas  obferves,  that  it  was  firft 
mentioned  by  Rauwolf  in  1573,  and  firft 
-fent  into  Europe  to  Clusius.  See  Cluf. 
Exotic,  p.  236. 

Dr.  Douglas,  befides  many  papers  on 
Pathological  and  Surgical  fubjedts,  written 
between  the  years  1707  and  1732,  which 

were 
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were  printed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfao^^ 
tionsy  drew  up  ‘‘  A Botanical  Defcriptlon 
of  the  Saffron  of  the  Shops  accom- 
panied by  a figure,  which  was  alfo  pub- 
liflied  in  the  fame  colledions,  Vol.  xxxji. 
p.  441  y and  in  Vol.  xxxv.  the  moft  com- 
plete account  to  be  met  with  concerning 
' the  Culture  and  Management  of  it,”  as 
praftifed  at  Saffron  Walden,  In  the  fame 
volume,  An  Account  of  the  different 
Kinds  of  Ipecacuanha  the  true  diftinc- 
tions  of  which  were  at  that  time  but  little 
underflood. 

The  knov/ledge  of  Dr.. Douglas  v/as 
not  confined  to  exotic  botany  : he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  plants  of  his  own  coun- 
try ^ and  his  name  occurs  in  Ray’s  Synopfis^^ 
as  having  noticed  feme  rare  fpecies 

^ The  Douglassia  is  loft  in  t\\Q  Linna an  fyflem, 
under  the  appellation  of  Volka?neria  aculeata  j being  an  old 
plant  of  the  Didyna?nous  dafs,  deferibed  by  Sloane. 
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Increafing  cuUivation  of  exotics  — Superior  Jkill  of 
Englilh  gardeners  — Fairchild  — Knowlton  — 
Gordon. 

Miller  — Anecdotes  of — Maintained  an  extenftve 
correfpondence  — His  Di6lionary  commended  hy 
Linnseus  — Member  of  the  Botanic  Academy 
<7/ Florence — and  Fellow  oftbe^qydil  Society — 
Catalogue  of  Hardy  Trees  and  Shrubs — His 
Gardener's  Didionary — Kalendar — Figures  of 
Plants — Cultivation  of  Madder — Cotnmimica- 
tions  to  the  Royal  Society. 

The  increafing  cultivation  of  exotics 
in  England,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
prefen t century,  and  the  greater  diffufion  of 
tafte  for  the  elegancies  and  luxuries  of  the 
Stove  and  Green-houfe,  naturally  tended  to 
raife  'up  a fpirit  of  improvement  and  real 
fcience  in  the  arts  of  culture.  To  preferve 
far-fetched  rarities,  it  became  neceffary  to 
ferutinize  into  the  true  principles  of  the 
art,  which  ultimately  mull  depend  on  the 

knowledge 
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knowledge  of  the  climate  of  each  plants 
and  the  foil  in  which  it  flourifhes,  in  that 
climate. 

Under  the  influence  of  fuch  men  as 
Sloane^  the  Sherards,  and  other  opu^ 
lent  encouragers  of  the  fcience,  gardeners 
acquired  botanical  knowledge,  and  were 
excited  to  greater  exertions  in  their  aft* 
Hence,  I believe,  the  EngliJJo  gardeners  have 
fliewn  themfelves  equal,  if  not  fuperlor,  to 
mofl:  others.  My  plan  does  not  allow  me 
to  deviate  fo  far,  as  to  cite  authors  on  the 
fubjedt  of  gardening,  unlefs  eminent  for  their 
acquaintance  with  Englijlo  botany.  Some 
have  difl:ingui£hed  themfelves  in  this  way  ^ 
and  I cannot  omit  to  mention  with  applaufe, 
the  names  of  Fairchild,  Knowlton, 
Gordon,  and  Miller.  The  firft  of 
thefe  made  himfelf  known  to  the  Royal 
Society,  by  fome  ‘‘New  Experiments  re- 
“ lating  to  the  different,  and  fometimes 
“ contrary  Motion  of  the  Sap  which 
were  printed  in  the  Philo  fop  hical  T!ranfac^ 
tionsy  Vol.  xxxiii.  p.  127.  He  alfo  affifted 
in  making  experiments,  by  which  the  fexes 
of  plants  were  illuftrated,  and  the  dodlrine 
6 confirmed. 
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confirmed.  Mr.  Fairchild  died  in  No- 
vember 1729. 

KNOWLTON. 

T’homas  Knowlton  was,  in  the  earlier 
part  of  his  life,  gardener  to  Conful  She- 
RARD ; but  I find  him  in  that  ftation  at 
Lonejboroughy  in  Torkjhire^  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Earl  of  Burlington,  in  the  year 

1728  ; in  which  place,  I believe,  he  fpent 
the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  His  zeal  for  Englijh 
botany  was  uncommonly  great,  and  recom- 
mended him  fuccefsfully  to  the  learned  bo- 
tanifts  of  this  country.  From  Sir  Hans 
Sloan E,  he  received  eminent  civilities.  He 
merits  notice  in  thefe  memoirs,  were  it 
only  to  record  his  difcovery  of  that  Angu- 
lar produdlion,  the  Globe  Confej^va,  or  Moor 
Balls  ( Conferva  Mgagropila  Lin.) ; which 
he  firft  found  in  Wallingfen  'Mere,  ' I have 
read  a letter  from  him  to  a correfpondent, 
written  in  the  year  1728  ; and  another  in 

1729  : in  one  of  which  he  relates  his  hav- 
ing waded  near  a quarter  of  a mile  into  the 
lake  to  colledl  them  ; which  is  not  done 

without 
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without  fome  difficulty,  as  they  lie  at  the 
depth  of  from  two  to  three  feet.  At  an- 
other time  he  was  more  fuccefsfui,  and  col-^ 
ledted  near  a buffiel  at  once.  He  defcribes 
them  to  his  friend,  under  the  name  of  P//- 
las,  or  globular  Balls  of  Mofs,  of  the  fize  of 
a tennis  ball. 

Mr.  Thomas  Knowlton  was  a man  of 
general  curiofity  and  obfervation ; and,  a- 
mongft  other  matters,  not  Inattentive  to  the 
purfuits  of  the  antiquary. 

We  find  Extrafts  of  Two  Letters  from 
him  to  Mr.  Mark  Catesby,  F.R.S* 
concerning  the  Situation  of  the  ancient 
lLOV7nDelgovida,  and  of  two  Men  of  an 
‘‘  extraordinary  Bulk  and  Weight.’"  PkiL 
Tranf.  Vol.  xliv.  p.  100.  ThisP^;;;^;^  fta-^ 

tion  was  difcovered  on  the  Wolds,  within 
two  miles  of  PockUngton,  Alfo, 

An  Account  of  two  extraordinary  Deers 
Horns,  found  under  Ground  in  different 
Parts  of  TorkfdreP  Phil.  Trajif,  VoL 
xliv.  p.  124  ; vath  figures.  Thefe  were  of 
two  kinds  : one  feems  to  anfwer  to  the  fi- 
gure of  an  horn,  as  defcribed  in  Phil.  Tranf. 
N°422.  p.  257;  the  other  was  adjudged 

to 
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to  be  the  horns  of  the  Moofe  Deer,  fo  fre- 
quently dug  up  in  Ireland^  and  were  thought 
to  be  the  fir  ft  of  the  kind  difcovered  in 

Mr.  Knowlton  died  in  the  year  1782^ 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety. 

GORDON. 

James  Gordon,  of  Mile  End,  eminent 
for  his  fuccefsful  cultivation  of  exotics,  was 
well  acquainted  with  Englifh  botany.  I 
know  not  that  he  made  himfelf  known  by 
any  publications.  He  maintained  a corre- 
fpondence  with  Linn^Us;  and  had  the 
refpedl  paid  to  him  by  the  late  Mr.  Ellis, 
of  having  the  Loblolly  Bay  of  Catesby 
called  by  his  name,  when  feparated  froni 
the  Hypericu77i  genus. 

MILLER. 

Bhiiip  MilLer  was  born  in  the  year 
1691.  His  father  was  gardener  to  the 
Company  of  Apothecaries  at  Chelfea  ^ and 
his  fon  fucceeded  him  in  that  office^  in  the 
year  1722.  He  raifed  himfelf  by  his  merit, 
from  a ftate  of  obfeurity,  to  a degree  of 

VoL.  II.  R eminence. 
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eminence,  but  rarely  if  ever  before  equal^ed^ 
in  the  charadler  of  a gardener.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  give  the  term  of  Eotanift^ 
to  any  man  that  can  recite  by  memory,  the 
plants  of  his  garden.  Mr.  Miller  rofe  ' 
much  above  this  attainment.  He  added 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  theory  and  pradlicc 
of  gardening,  that  of  the  ftruclure  and  cha- 
rafters  of  plants,  and  was  early  and  prafti- 
cally  verfed  in  the  methods  of  Ray  and 
Tournefort,  Habituated  to  the  ufe  of 
thefe,  from  his  younger  years,  it  was  not 
without  reluftance  that  he  was  brought  to 
adopt  the  fyftem  ofLiNN^usj  but  he  was 
convinced,  at  length,  by  the  arguments  of 
the  late  Sir  William  Watson  and  Mr. 
Hudson,  and  embraced  it.  To  his  fuperior 
Ikill  in  his  art,  the  curious  owe  the  culture 
and  prefer vation  of  a variety  of  fine  plants,, 
which,  in  lefs  ikilful  hands,  would  have 
failed,  at  that  time,  to  adorn  the  conferva- 
tories  of  England, 

His  objefts  were  not  confined  to  exotics : 
few  were  better  acquainted  with  the  indi^ 

V genous  plants,  of  which,  he  fucceflively  cul^ 

tivated  moft  of  the  rare  fpecies. 
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He  maintained  a correfpondence  v/ith 
many  of  the  mod:  eminent  botanifts  bn  the 
continent:  among  others,  v/ith  Linn.®us, 
who  faid  of  his  Didlionary,  Non  erit  Lexi^ 
con  Hortulanorumy  fed  Botanicorum.  By 
foreigners  he  was  emphatically  ftiled 
tulanorum  Princeps.  He  was  admitted  a 
member  of  the  Botanical  Academy  of  Flo^^ 
renccy  and  of  the  PvOyal  Society  of  London, 
in  which  he  was  occaiionally  honoured  by 
being  chofen  of  the  council.  Mr.  Mil- 
ler was  the  only  perfon  I ever  knew, 
^ho  remembered  to  have  feen  Mr.  Ray. 
I fliall  not  eafily  forget  the  pleafure  that 
enlightened  his  countenance,  it  fo  ftrongly 
exprelTed  the  Virgilium  tantum  vidi,  when, 
in  fpeaking  of  that  fevered  man,  he  related 
to  me  that  incident  of  his  youth.  ^ 

Mr.  Miller's  infirmities  induced  him 
to  refign  his  office  in  the  Garden,  a little 
time  before  his  deceafe,  which  took  place 
December  18,  1771,  in  the  80th  year  of 
his  age.  He  left  a very  large  Herbarium  of 
Exotics,  principally  the  produce  of  the  Chi'- 
fea  Garden. 

R a In 
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In  the  year  1728,  Mr.  Miller  com- 
municated to  the  Royal  Society,  A Me- 
thod  of  railing  fome  Exotic  Seeds,  which 
have  been  judged  almoft  impoffible  to  be 
raifed  in  England.'"  Phil,  T ranf,  N°  403, 
Vol.  XXXV.  p.  485.  This  confifted  in  fuf- 
fering  the  Seeds  to  germinate  in  a bark  bed, 
and  then  tranfplanting  them  into  earth. 
By  this  method,  he  fucceeded  with  all  the 
hard-lhelled  fruits  and  feeds.  He  inrtiances 
the  Cocoa  Nut ; the  Bonduc,  or  Nickar 
Tree  ( Guilandina  Bonduc  Lin.) ; the  Abrust 
frecatorius ; the  Horfe  Eye  Bean  f Dolichos 
urensj  ; and  feveral  others. 

An  Account  of  Bulbous  Roots  flower- 
ing  in  Bottles  filled  with  Water.'"  N“4i8. 
Vol.  xxxvii.  p.  8r.  This  method  of  pro- 
curing early  Hyacinths,  Tulips,  and  Nar- 
cififufes,  at  that  time  lately  difcovered,  is 
now  well  known,  and  daily  pradlifed. 

Although  he  did  not  prefix  his  name  to 
it,  he  was  the  author  of  A Catalogue  of 
Trees,  Shrubs,  and  Flowers,  which  are 
hardy  enough  to  bear  the  cold  of  our  cli- 
mate,  and  the  open  air  i and  are  propa- 

gated 


Miller. 


245 

gated  in  the  gardens  nt2iV  -London ''  Fol. 
1730.  p.  90.  tab.  21.  The  plates  are  co- 
loured, the  arrangement  is  alphabetical,  and 
the  generical  characters  given.  The  Cata- 
logue conlifts  chiefly  of  Trees  and  Shrubs ; 
among  which  are  feveral  of  the  Coniferous 
kinds.  Some  varieties  are  interfperfed. 

Catalogus  Plantarum  Offici- 
KALiUM  quce  in  Horto  Botanico  Chelfeiano 
aluntur”  1730*  8°.  pp.  152. 

In  1731,  he  publiflied  his  Gardener's 

Dictionary,"  in  folio,  which  has  pafled 
through  many  fuccefTive  editions  5 in  each  - 
of  which  it  received  fuch  improvements, 
and  augmentations,  as  have  rendered  it  in 
the  end  the  mofl;  complete  body  of  garden- 
ing extant.  It  has  been  tranflated  into  va- 
rious languages  5 and  the  reception  it  has 
every  where  met  with,  is  a flafiicient  proof 
of  its  fuperiority.  The  new  edition  of  it, 
now  under  the  care  of  ProfelTor  Martyn, 
we  doubt  not,  will  extend  to  a late  period, 
the  reputation  both  of  the  author,  and  of 
the  editor. 

In  the  fame,  or  the  fucceeding  year,  he 
publiflied  The  Gardener's  Kalender,"  in  S'"; 
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which  has  run  through  numerous  edi- 
tions, and  has  been  a manual,  in  its  way, 
for  the  whole  kingdom.  To  an  edition  of 
this  work,  in  1761,  the  author  prefixed 
A Short  Introdudlion  to  the  Knowledge 
of  the  Science  of  Botany  in  which  he 
explains  the  Linncean  terms  of  art,  and  il- 
luilrates  the  charadters  of  the  clalTes  in  five 
copper-plates.  This  introdudion  was  alfo 
fold  feparately. 

Mr.  Miller  held  an  extenfive  corre- 
fpondence  with  perfons  in  diftant  parts  of 
the  globe.  From  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^ 
from  Siberia,  from  North  America,  and  par- 
ticularly, by  rneans  of  Dr.  William  Hous- 
ton, from  the  Weji  Indies^  his  garden,  for 
a long  feries  of  years,  received  a plentiful  and 
perpetual  fupply  of  rare,  and  frequently  of 
new  fpecies,  which  his  fuccefsful  culture  fel- 
dom  failed  to  prefer ve.  It  was  the  remark 
of  foreigners,  that  Chelfea  exhibited  the  trea- 
fures  of  both  the  Indies.  Thefe  advantages 
enabled  Miller  to  execute,  what  it  was 
in  the  power  of  few  to  attempt  — His 
Figures  of  Plants,  adapted  to  his  Dicr 
tionary/*  which  he  began  to  publifli  in 

numbers 
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iiurnbers  In  1755,  and  which  were  com- 
pleted in  300  tables,  making  two  volumes 
in  folio,  in  1760,  were  drawn  from  plants 
of  his  own  garden.  His  original  defign 
was  very  extenlive  5 no  lefs  than  to  give 
one,  or  more  fpecies,  of  all  the  genera : but 
it  was  found  to  be  imprafticable ; and  it 
was  therefore  confined  to  fuch  as  wxre  the 
mofl:  beautiful,  ufeful,  and  uncommon. 
Each  number  was  accompanied  v>dth  feve- 
ral  pages  of  letter-prefs,  containing  the 
defcriptions,  and  an  account  of  the  clafles 
to  which  they  belong,  according  to  the  fyf- 
tems  of  Ray,  Tournefort,  and  Lin- 
N^us.  As  this  work  is  well  known,  I fhall 
only  obferve,  that  whether  we  confider  the 
rarity  of  the  fubjedls,  the  fpecioufnefs  of 
'thofe  he  feieded  for  his  purpofe,  or  the  ge- 
neral execution  of  the  whole,  England  had 
not  before  produced  any  work,  except  the 
Hortus  Elthamenjis^  and  Catesby's  Caro-^ 
lina^  fo  fuperb  and  extenfive.  In  one  re- 
fped:.  Miller’s  plates  had  the  advantage 
of  the  above  mentioned,  as  they  exhibited, 
much  more  frequently,  the  feparate  figures 
. of  the  parts  of  frudlification. 
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' The  Method  of  cultivating  Madder,  as 
it  is  pradlifed  by  the  Dutch  in  Zealand^' 
4°.  1758.  Intended  to  excite  the  Dnglijhy 
by  the  cultivation  of  this  important  article 
of  trade,  to  fuperfede  the  importation  of  it 
from  the  Dutch who  have  received  from 
hence,  for  many  years  paft,  rnore  than 
1 80,000  pounds  a year  for  this  root;’’  and 
which,  if  properly  carried  on,  would  em- 
ploy  a great  number  of  hands  from  the 
time  harveft  is  over  till  the  fpring,  which 
“ is  generally  a dead  time  of  the  year.” 

‘‘  A Letter  to  Mr.  Watson,  relating  to 
a Miflake  of  Profelfor  Gmelin,  con- 
cerning  the  Spondylium  vulgar e hirfutumP' 
C.B.  Pi'//.  Vol.  xlviii.  p.  153. 

Miller  adduces  feveral  reafons  to 
prove,  that  the  common  Ccw-Par/nep  of 
Siberia^  which  the  inhabitants  make  an  ar- 
ticle of  food,  is  not  the  common  Cow- 
Parfnep  ( Herackum  Spondyliim)  of  Cafpar 
Baijhine  ; but  the  Spondyliimi  maximum 
of  Breynius  : and  further  remarks  the 
miftakes  that  have  arifen  from  cpnfidering 
the  common  plants  of  one  country  as  the 
common  plants  of  another.  On  which  oc- 
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caGon  he  obferves,  that  the  Parietaria^  fo 
frequent  in  Englandy  is  not  the  Parietaria 
Ogfficinarum  of  Cafpar  Bauhine,  but  the 
P.  Ocymi  folio  of  that  author.  In  this  fup- 
poGtion,  however,  we  may  obferve,  that  Mr, 
Miller  has  not  been  followed  by 
lijh  botanifts  of  later  date. 

A Letter  to  the  Rev.  "Thomas  Birch, 
D.  D.  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Society,’^ 
PhiLTranf  Vol.  xlix.  p.  161.  And, 

Remarks  upon  the  Letter  of  yix.yohn 
Ellis,  F.R.S.  to  Philip  Carteret 
Efq.”  in  Vol.  1.  p.  430. 

Thefe  letters  relate  to  a difcovery  made 
by  the  Abbe  Mazeas,  and  the  Abbe  Sal- 
vages, on  the  black  Raining  quality  of  three 
feveral  fpecies  o{A7nerican  Sumach.  Neither 
the  lixivium  of  wood  aflbes,  nor  boiling  wa- 
ter with  foap,  had  any  effeft  in  weakening 
the  tinge  made  by  the  juices  of  thefe  plants.^ 
They  were,  i . The  Poifon  Aih,  or  Toxico^ 
dendrum  Caroliniamm  foliis  prnnatis  (Rhus 
yernix  Lin.)  2.  Toxicodendron  triphy Hum  folio 
fnuato pubefcente  Tourn.  (Rhus  Toxicoden- 
d ru  m ) . 3 . Toxico  dendrum  triphy  Hum  glabrum 
(Rhusradicans).  Mr.MiLLERConGders  the 

Abbe’s 


2^0  CHAPTER  46. 

Abbe’s  difcovery  as  having  been  long  before 
anticipated  by  K^empfer  ; and  adduces 
many  reafons  to  prove,  that  the  SitzdfiUy 
or  Arbor  verniclfera  legitimay  p.  791.  fig. 
792,  of  that  author,  or  the  Varnifh  Tree 
of  Japan^  is  no  other  than  the  firfl:  of  thefe 
fpecies,  of  which  the  ftaining  quality  is  re- 
corded byK^MPFER.  This  pofition  drew 
Mr.  Miller  into  a controverly  with  Mr, 
El  LIS,  who  ftrongly  infifl:ed,that  \htAmeri-^ 
can  and  Japanefe  Toxicodendra  were  different 
plants.  Mr.  Miller  defends  his  opinion 
in  the  Remarks.”  It  is  fufficlent  at  this 
time  to  obferve,  that  fubfequent  botanifts 
of  the  firft  note,  fuch  as  Linu^:nus,  Rei- 
CHARD,  and  Thunberg,  have  counte- 
nanced Miller’s  opinion,  by  placing  them 
under  the  fame  fpeciflc  diftindtion  with  the 
Rhus  vernix 

• TheMiLLERiA  was  a new  genus,  diTcovered  atP/7- 
naina  and  Fera  Cru%  by  FIouston.  It  belongs  to  the 
Syngenefious  dafs,  and  was  dedicated  to  Miller  by  Dr. 
Martyn,  in  his  Decades  Flantamm  rarlorimu 
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Mrs.  Blackwell,  — Jc count  of,  and  her  unforlu^ 
mte  hujb and  Encouraged  hy  Sir  Hans  Sloane, 

and  the  College  of  Phyficians,  to  projecute  her 
Herbal — AJfided  ,by  Mr,  Rand  and  Mr,  Mil- 
ler— Account  of  that  work — and  <9/TrewV  im-- 

• froved  edition, 

jyttnng-- native  <?/ Saxony — fettled  at  Notting- 
ham — His  Catalogus  Nottinghamenfis  — His 
Hortus  Siccus  — Nottinghamia  Vetus  et  No- 
va. 

Wilfon — Singular  infiance  of  his  ardour  to  acquire 
botanical  knowledge  — His  Synopfis  of  Britilh 
Plants. 

BLACKWELL. 

IT  IS  a Angular  faft,  that  phylic  is  in- 
debted for  the  moft  complete  fet  of 
figures  of  the  medicinal  plants,  to  the  ge- 
nius and  induftry  of  a lady,  exerted  on  an 
occafioii  that  redounded  highly  to  her 
praife. 

The  name  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Black- 
Well  is  well  known,  both  from  her  own 

merit. 
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merit,  and  the  fate  of  her  unfortunate  huf- 
band,  who,  condemned  for  crimes  of  ftate, 
fuffered  death  on  the  fcaffold  in  Sweden^  in 
the  year  1747. 

We  are  informed,  the  was  the  daughter 
of  a merchant  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Aberdeen ; of  which  city  Dr.  Alexander 
Blackwell,  her  hufband,  was  a native, 
and  where  he  received  an  univerfity  educa- 
tion, and  was  early  diftinguiflied  for  his 
claffical  knowledge.  By  fome,  he  is  faid 
only  to  have  aflumed  the  title  of  Doctor, 
after  his  fuccefsful  attendance  on  the  King 
of  Sweden  ^ but  I believe,  the  more  proba- 
ble account  is,  that  of  his  having  taken 
the  degree  of  Dodlor  of  Phyfic  under  Boer- 
HAAVE  at  Leyden,  After  having  failed  in 
his  attempt  to  introduce  himfelf  into  prac- 
tice, firft  in  Scotlandy  and  afterwards  in 
London^  he  became  corrector  to  a printing 
prefs,  and  foon  after  commenced  printer 
himfelf.  But  being  profecuted  by  the  trade, 
and  at  length  involved  in  debt,  was  thrown 
into  prifon.  To  relieve  thefe  diftrelTes,  Mrs. 
Blackwell,  having  a genius  for  drawing 
and  painting,  exerted  all  her  .talents ; and, 
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underftanding  that  an  Herbal  of  Medicinal 
Plants  was  greatly  wanted,  flie  exhibited 
to  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  Dr.  Mead,  and 
other  phyficians,  fome  fpecimens  of  her 
art  In  painting  plants,  who  approved  fo 
highly  of  them,  as  to  encourage  her  to  pro- 
fecute  a work,  by  the  profits  of  which  Ihe 
is  faid  to  have  procured  her  huiband*s  li- 
berty, after  a confinement  of  two  years, 

Mr.  Rand,  an  eminent  apothecary,  was 
at  that  time  Demonftrator  to  the  Company 
of  Apothecaries,  in  the  Garden  at  Chelfea. 
By  his  advice  file  took  up  her  refidence  op- 
pofite  the  Phyfic  Garden,  in  order  to  faci- 
litate her  defign,  by  receiving  the  plants  as 
frefli  as  poflible.  He  not  only  promoted 
her  work  with  the  public,  but,  together 
with  Mr.  Philip  Miller,  aiforded  her  all 
poffible  direfliion  and  afliftance  in  the  exe- 
cution of  it.  After  ihe  had  completed  the 
drawings,  fhe  engraved  them  on  copper, 
and  coloured  the  prints  with  her  own 
hands. 

During  her  abode  at  Chelfea^  fhe  was  fre- 
quently vifited  by  perfons  of  quality,  and 
many  fcientific  people,  who  admired  her 

performances. 
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performances,  and  patronized  her  under-' 
taking. 

On  publifhing  the  firft  volume,  in  17^7, 
jQie  obtained  a recommendation  from  Dr, 
Mead,  Dr.  Sherard,  Mr.  Rand,  and 
others,  to  be  prefixed  to  it.  And  being 
allowed  to  prefent,  in  perfon,  a copy  to  the 
College  of  Phyficians,  that  body  made  her 
a prefent,  and  gave  her  a public  teftimonial 
of  their  approbation  ; with  leave  to  prefix 
it  to  her  book.  The  Tecond  volume  was 
finifhed  in  1739,  and  the  whole  publifhed 
under  the  following  title  : 

A curious  Herbal,  containing  500  Cuts^ 
of  the  moft  ufeful  Plants  which  are  now 
ufed  in  the  Praftice  of  Phyfic,  engraved 
on  folio  copper-plates,  after  drawings 
taken  from  the  life.  By  Elizabeth 
Blackwell.  To  which  is  added,  a 
fliort  Defcription  of  the  Plants,  and  their 
common  Ufes  in  Phyfic.  1739.''  2 vol. 
fol. 

The  drawings  are  in  general  faithful;  and 
if  there  is  wanting  that  accuracy,  which 
modern  improvements  have  rendered  necef- 
fary,  in  delineating  the  more  minute  parts, 

yet>, 
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yet,  upon  the  whole,  the  figures  are  fufii^ 
ciently  difl;ind:ive  of  the  fubjed:. 

Each  plate  is  accompanied  with  an  en- 
graved page,  containing  the  Latin  and  E?ig-^ 
lifi  officinal  names,  followed  by  a fhort 
defcription  of  the  plant,  and  a fummary  of 
its  qualities,  and  ufes.  After  thele  occur 
the  name  in  various  other  languages.  Thefe 
illufirations  were  the  ffiare  her  huffiand  took 
in  the  work.  This  ill-fated  man,  .after  his 
failure  in  phyfic,  and  in  printing,  became 
an  unfuccefsful  candidate  for  the  place  of 
Secretary  to  the  Society  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  Learning.  He  was  made  Super- 
intendant  of  the  W orks  belonging  to  the 
Duke  ^Chandos  at  Cannons ^ and  experi- 
enced thofe  difappointments  incident  tO/ 
projedors.  He  formed  fchemes  in  agricul- 
ture, and  wrote  a treatife  on  the  fubjed, 
which,  we  are  told,  was  the  caufe  of  his^ 
being  engaged  in  Sweden.  In  that  king- 
dom, he  drained  marflies,  pradifed  phyfic, 
and  was  even  employed  in  that  capacity  for 
the  king.  At  length  he  was  involved  in 
fome  ftate  cabals,  or,  as  fome  accounts  have 
it,  in  a plot  with  Count  Tessin,  for  which 

he 
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he  loft  his  life,  protefting  his  innocence  to 
the  laft. 

So  refpecftable  a performance  as'  Mrs. 
Blackwell’s,  attradled  the  attention  of 
phyficians  on  the  continent.  Trew,  of 
Norimberg,  in  the  year  1750,  engaged  an 
artift  of  that  place  to  copy  Mrs.  Black- 
well’s plates,  and  himfelf  fupplied  feveral 
defeils  in  the  drawings.  He  fubftituted  fome 
entirely  new  figures  in  the  room  of  the  ori- 
ginals, very  confiderably  reformed  and  am- 
plified the  text,  tranflated  it  into  Gennan 
and  Latin y and  planned  the  addition  of  a 
fixth  century  of  plates.  He  prefixed  a moft 
elaborate  and  learned  Catalogue  of  Botani- 
cal Authors,  but  did  not  live  to  finifli  the 
work.  The  Fifth  Century  was  publiftied 
in  1765  ; and  Dr.  Trew  dying  in  1769, 
the  fupplemental  volume,  exhibiting  plants 
omitted  by  Mrs.  BlAckwell,  articles 
newly  introduced  into  pradlice,  and  figures' 
of  the  poifonous  fpecies,  was  conduced 
by  Ludwig,  Bose,  and  BoEHMER,\and 
printed  in  1773.  Thus  reformed,  Trew’s 
edition  furpafles  any  other  work  of  the  fame 
defign.  ‘If  there  are  imperfeftions  in  it, 
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they  were  unavoidable,  arifing  from  the  im- 
pradlicabillty  of  procuring  recent  fpecimens 
in  fome  inftances,  and  from  an  almoft  to- 
tal ignorance  of  the  origin  of  others,  defects 
ftill  unfupplied  in  various  articles. 

D E E R I N G. 

Charles  Peering  v/as  a native  of  Saxony^ 
He  took  his  degrees  in  phyfic  2it  Ley de?!  -,  and, 
as  Mr.  Martyn  informs  us,  came  to  Eng^ 
la72d  firft.  In  the  train  of  a foreign  ambaffa- 
dor.  This  happened, ' I conjecture,  before, 
or  about  the  year  1720.  He  praCtifed  phy- 
fic  and  midwifery  in  London  ; and  having  a 
ftrong  bias  to  the  ftudy  of  botany,  became 
one  of  the  members  of  the  fociety  eftab- 
lifhed  by  Dr.  Dillenius  and  Mr.  Mar- 
tyn, which  fubfifted  from  the  year  1721 
to  1726. 

In  the  year  1736,  he  removed  to Nofting^ 
haniy  under  the  recommendation  of  Sir  Hans 
Sloane.  At  this  time  he  was  married; 
but  his  wife  did  not  long  furvive  the  re- 
moval to  that  place.  He  was  at  firft  well, 
received ; and  is  faid  to  have  been  very  fuc- 
cefsful  in  his  treatment  of  the  finall-pox, 
VoL.  II.  S which. 
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which  difeafe  was  highly  epidemical  at  thaf 
place,  foon  after  his  fettling  there.  But  he 
incurred  the  cenfure  of  the  faculty,  by  his 
pretenlions  to  a noftrum.  He  publiflied 
An  Account  of  an  improved  Method  of 
treating  the  Small-pox,  in  a Letter  ta 
Sir  Thomas  Parkyns,  Bart.'*  8°.  1737. 
pp.  52.  By  this  tradt  it  appears,  that  his 
medicine  was  of  the  antiphlogiftic  kind,  and" 
his  regimen  the  cool  one,  which,  at  that 
time  had  been  adopted  by  very  few,,  as  ge- 
neral pradlice.. 

Dr.  Dee  RING  fhewed  his  attachment  to 
his  botanical  purfuits,  by  his  ailiduity  in 
colleding  fuch  ample  materials  for  his  Ca- 
talogue in  lefs  than  two  years  after  fixing  at 
Nottingham.  He  publilhed  it  under  the  fol- 
lowing title : 

A Catalogue  of  Plants  naturally 
growing  and  commonly  cultivated  in  divers 
Parts  of  'England^  more  efpecially  about 
Nottingha?n:  containing  the  moll  known 
Latin  and  Englijh  Names  of  the  feveral 
Plants;  the  Tribe  they  belong  to;  the 
Time  of  their  flowering;  and  of  thofe 
which  are  either  Ofiicinals  or  other  wife,. 

of 
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of  any  known  Efficacy,  fuch  Virtues  are 
‘‘  briefly  mentioned  as  may  be  .depended 
**  upon.  To  which  is  added,  a general 
**  Diftributlon  of  Plants  according  to  Mr. 
Ray  5 with  an  Explanation  of  fome  bo- 
tanical  and  phyfical  Terms ; and  an  al- 
phabetical  Lift  of  Plants  in  Flower,  for 
every  Month  in  the  Year.  By  Charles 
D E E R I N G,  M.D.  Nottingham.''  8% 
J738.  pp.  264. 

The  arrangement  is  alphabetical,  and  the 
number  of  plants  about  850.  The  author 
was  particularly  attached  to  the  fubjedts  of 
the  Cryptogamia  clafs,  in  which  his  re- 
fearches  had  been  very  fuccefsful.  Of  the 
number  above  mentioned,  more  than  200 
belonged  to  the  orders  of  Fungiy  Mufety  and 
Algce ; among  which,  we  meet  with  27 
which  he  confidered  as  nondeferiptSy  and  i o 
others  not  to  be  met  with  in  the  third  edi-. 
tion  of  Ray’s  Synopjis.  He  was  affifted  in 
this  branch  by  his  correlpondence  with  the 
learned  ProfelTor  at  Oxfordy  who  Confidered 
fome  of  his  difeoveries  as  new,  and  fpeaks 
of  his  knowledge  and  affiduity  in  terms  of 
applaufe.  In  page  89  of  his  pofthumous 
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work,  the  Nottinghamia  Vetus  et  Nova,  there 
occurs  a lift  of  fome  plants,  difcovered  by 
the  author  after  the  publication  of  this 
Catalogue.  Thefe  are  principally  of  the 
CryptoganiQiis  kind.  Several  of  the  more 
rare  plants  of  the  environs  efcaped  the  ob- 
fervation  of  this  affiduous  man ; among 
which  may  be  mentioned  particularly,  that 
moft  virulent  of  all  our  Englijh  produc- 
tions, the  Cicuta  virofa,  or,  long- leaved 
Water  Hemlock  ; which  I remember  to 
have  feen  growing  in  the  Leen,  near  the 
Rock-holes y in  Nottingha?n  Park.  That 
the  Addenda  to  his  Catalogue’’  were  not 
more  copious  may  be  attributed  to  his 
fubfequent  misfortunes,  which  undoubtedly 
damped  the  ardour  of  his  purfuit.  , 

Notwithftanding  his  early  fuccefs,  that 
adverfe  fatality,”  which  he  himfelf  alludes 
to  in  his  Letter  on  the  Small-pox,”  ftill 
attended  him:  He  was,  unhappily,  not  en- 
dowed with  that  degree  of  prudence,  and  e- 
quanimity  of  temper,  which  are  fo  neceffary 
to  the  practice  of  phyfic ; infomuch,  that 
he  very  early  loft  the  little  intereft  which 
his  charadler  and  fuccefs  had  at  firft.  gained. 

But 
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But  as  I would  rather  dwell  on  his  merits, 
than  on  his  failings,  I fliall  obferve,  that  be- 
fides  his  acqu'aintance  with  the  antient  lan- 
guages, he  was  mafter  of  many  of  the  mo  - 
dern tongues.  His  knowledge  of  that  fci- 
ence  which  gives  him  a place  in  this  fketch, 
was  very  confiderable,  and  will  be  perpetu- 
ated, fo  long  as  Dillenius*s  Hiftory’* 
/hall  preferve  eftimation.  He  had  a know- 
ledge of  defigning,  and  was  an  ingenious 
mechanic.  After  his  failure  in  Phyfic,  his 
friends  attempted  feveral  fchemes  to  alleviate 
his  neceffities.  They  procured  him,  among, 
others,  a commiffion  in  the  regiment  raifed 
at  Nottingham,  on  account  of  the  rebellion. 
But  this  proved  more  honourable  than 
profitable  to  him.  He  was  afterwards  em- 
ployed in  a way  more  agreeable  to  his  ge- 
nius, and  talents  j being  furniflied  with  m.a- 
terials,  and  enabled  by  the  afliftance  of  John 
Plumtree,  Efq;  and  others,  to  write  the 
Hiftory  of  Nottingham^  which  he  dedicated 
to  the  iDuke  of  Newcastle.  But  he  did 
not  live  to  receive  the  reward  of  this  la- 
bour. He  had  been  troubled  with  the  gout 
at  a very  early  period,  having  been  afflidied 
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with  it  in  his  nineteenth  year,  and  in 
the  latter  ftage  of  his  life,  he  fuffered  long 
confinements  in  this  difeafe,  and  became 
afthmatical.  Being  at  length  reduced  to  a 
degree  of  poverty,  and  dependance,  which 
* his  fpirit  could  not  fuftain,  opprefled  with 
calamity,  and  complicated  difeafe,  he  died 
April  12,  1749.  Two  of  his  principal  cre- 
ditors adminiftered  to  his  effedls,  and  buried 
him  in  Sl  Peter  s church-yard,  oppofite  the 
houfe  in  which  he  refided. 

He  left  an  Hortus  Siccus  of  the  plants  of 
his  Catalogue,”  confifting  of  upwards  of 
600  fpecies,  in  eight  yplumes,  of  the  quarto 
form ; befides  feparate  tables  of  the  Mojfesy 
and  a volume  of  paintings  pf  the  Fungiy  ac- 
curately done  by  his  own  hand.  Some  part, 
if  not  the  whole,  of  this  colleftion,  was,  I 
believe,  purchafed  by  the  Honourable  Roth^^ 
w// Willoughby,  who  had  been  one  pf 
, his  benefadlors,  while  living,  and  inherited 
a portion  of  that  tafte,  which  diftinguifhed 
his  family  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Ray.  He 
left  alfo  a manufcript  treatife,  in  Latiriy  De 
Re  objietrkaria. 
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His  pofthumous  work  was  publilked  by 
ills  adininilrrators,  Ays  cough,  prin- 

ter, and  Thomas  Willington,  druggift^ 
under  the  following  title: 

Nottinghamia  Vetus  et  Nova  : 
or.  An  Hiilorical  Account  of  the  ancient 
and  prefent  State  of  the  Town  of  Not- 
tinghamy  gathered  from  the  Remains  of 
Antiquity,  and  colledted  from  authentic 
Manufcripts,  and  ancient  as  well  as  mo- 
dern  Hiftorians  1 adorned  with  beautiful 
copper- plates.  . By  Charles  Deering, 
JVI.  D.  Nottingham.  1751/'  4“.  pp.  370. 

It  is  embellifhed  with  24  copper-plates ; 
•among  which  are  a plan,  and  two  vievrs  of 
the  town  :;  a ground  plan  of  the  old  caftle ; 
two  views  of  the  prefent  caftle  ; the  three 
churches ; and  many  other  buildings.  A 
-view  of  the  Rock-holes’'  in  the  park ; fup- 
poied  by  Dr.  Stukeley  to  have  been  the 
work  of  the  Britons enlarged  and  altered 
by  the  Saxons.  But  one  of  the  moft  re^- 
markable  articles  in  this  volume  is,  a com- 
plete defcription  of  that  curious  machineAhe 
ftocking-frame,  invented  two  centuries  ago 
by  William  Lee,  M.  A.  of  St.  "Johns  Col- 
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lege,  Cambridge^  a native  of  TVoodboroiigh^ 
near  Nottingham,  I knov/  not  that  fo  full 
an  account  of  this  complicated . machine 
is  elfewhere  to  be  feen.  All  the  parts  are 
fcparately,,  and  minutely  defcribed,  in  the 
technical  terms ; and  illuftrated  by  two 
views  of  the  whole,  and  by  a large  table, 
delineating  with  great  accuracy,  every  con- 
ftituent  part  of  the  machine, 

WILSON. 

The  fubjedt  of  this  article,  like 
' mas  WiLLisEL,  and  Samuel  Brewer,  is 
another  inftance  of  that  unconquerable  at- 
tachment to  a favourite  branch  of  know- 
ledge, which  fometimes  engrolTes  the  minds 
of  thofe,  who,  by  their  lot,  have  not  been 
exempted  from,  labouring  in  the  lower,  and 
mechanical  offices  of  life. 

From  information  which  I received,  more 
than  twenty  years  ago,  concerning  ^ohn 
Wilson,  I learned  that  he  was  originally 
an  inhabitant  of  Kendal^  in  Wejimoreland ; 
and  was  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
knit  {lockings,  for  which  that  town  was  fo 
- famous.  That,  at  one  time,  he  gave  weekly 

leffons 
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leffons  on  botany,  alternately,  at  that  place, 
and  at  NewcaJIle.  That  many  pupils  re- 
forted  to  him  from  the  neighbouring  parts 
of  Scotland',  infomuch,  that  in  fome'fea- 
fons,  he  received  fixty  pounds  a year,  as  the 
premium  of  his  labours. 

I muft  not,  however,  omit  to  obferve, 
that  this  account  does  not  coincide  with 
another,  which  I have  fince  met  with  in 
the  Britifo  Topography/’  the  refpeftabis 
author  of  which  informs  us,  That  V/il- 
SON  was  a flioemaker,  and  by  his  intenfe 
application  to  his  favourite  ftudy,  lived 
mofl  of  his  life  in  a ftate  of  indigence. 
A cow,  of  which  his  wife  had  the  care, 
was  the  foie  fupport  of  his  family ; and 
**  fuch  was  his  infatuation,  that  he  was 
once  tempted  to  part  with  that  moft  ufe- 
ful  animal,  to  purchafe  Morison’s  vo- 
luminous  work,  had  not  a neighbouring 
lady  prefented  him  v/ith  the  book,  and 
refcued  the  poor  man  and  his  family  froin 
beggary  and  ruin.” 

In  this  reprefentation  of  Wilson’s  con- 
duft,  wdiile  men  of  fympathizing  minds, 

and 
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and  fimilar  tafle,  muft  deplore  that  hard 
fate  which  reduced  him  to  fuch  neceffity, 
they  muft  yet  more  ftrongly  cenfure  a ralh- 
nefs,  which  could  tempt  him  to  rilk,  in  fo 
effential  a manner,  the  welfare  of  his  fa- 
mily- 

As  Wilson  exhibited  to  the  public,  a 
fingular  proof  of  his  knowledge  in  this  his  . 
principal  objecft,  I am  inclined  to  believe,  - 
that  he  muft,  originally,  either  have  had 
fome  grammar  education,  or,  impelled  by 
his  genius,  muft  afterwards  have  acquired 
a knowledge  of  the  Latin  language.  How 
elfe  (except  on  the  fuppofition  of  extraordi- 
nary affiftance,  of  which  I have  no  informa- 
tion) could  he  have  made  ufe  of  Mori  son’s 
**  Hiftory,”  or  have  tranflated  Ray’s  Sy- 
nopjis  I In  1744,  he  publifhed  A Sy- 
Nopsis  OF  British  Plants  in  Mr. 
Ray’s  Method  ; with  their Charafters, 
Defcriptions,  Places  of  Growth,  Time  of 
Flowering,  and  phyfical  Virtues,  accord- 
**  ing  to  the  moft  accurate  Obfervatlons,  , 
and  the  beft  modern  Authors ; together 
with  a Botanical  Dictionary,  illuftrated 

with 
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with  feveral  Figures,  By  ^ohn  Wilson, 
NewcafJe  upon  Tyne''  8^  1744.  pp* 

272, 

Throughout  this  work,  the  author  has 
prefixed  copious  charafters  to  each  genus^ 
taken,  as  it  appears,  fromRAY  and  Tour  ne- 
FORT;  into  many  of  which,  in  conformity 
to  Ray’s  method,  he  introduces  the  form 
of  the  leaves,  and  the  habit  of  the  plant. 
By  this  means,  having  added,  in  moil  in- 
ftances,  fhort  defcriptions  of  the  fpecies,  his 
book  was  an  ufeful  pocket  manual,  as  far 
as  it  extended ; for  he  begins  with  the  Ca- 
pillary plants,  and  ends  with  the  Bulbous 
rooted.  He  fubjoins  the  particular  places 
of  the  rare  plants  in  the  northern  parts  of 
England^  from  his  ov/n  obfervations,  and, 
partly  from  a manufcript  of  Mr.  Law- 
son’s.  His  remarks  on  the  properties  and 
virtues,  additional  to  thofe  from  Ray,  he 
has  principally  extradled  from  Miller’s 
Botanicum  Officinale T 
Wilson  has  made  fome  tranfpofitions  in 
the  diftributlon  of  his  fubjedls  in  this  vo- 
lume, which  prove  that  he  had  attentively 
examined  plants,  and  was  well  acquainted 

with 
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with  the  fyftem  of  Ray,  Some  of  his  al- 
terations will  fland  the  teft  of  modern  accu- 
racy, though  others  may  be  lefs  happy. 

He  has  placed  all  the  fpecies  of  the  Fu^- 
maria  genus  together,  in  the  Papilionaceous 
clafs ; and,  agreeably  to  the  hint  which 
Dillenius  gives  m Synopfis^  p.  316, 
has  referred  the  Plantains,  and  Sponges,  to 
the  Monopetalous  flowers  fucceeded  by  dry 
feed  veffels.  The  removal  of  the  Lyjima-- 
chice  Jiliquofcc,  the  two  Pap  aver  a corniculata, 
the  Cbelidonium,  and  the  Balfamine,  to  the  SP 
iiquofe  or  Tetradynamous  clafs  of  Lin  us, 
is  lefs  to  be  approved.  By  thefe  changes, 
he  has  nearly  annihilated  PvAy's  twenty- 
fecond  clafs  of  herbs.  In  tranf- 

pofing  of  fpecies,  he  has  made  more  nume- 
rous alterations ; fome  of  which  are  fufli- 
ciently  juftified  by  modern  improvements. 
Thus  he  has  brought  under  one  genus  the 
Scordium  and  Scorodonia,  He  has  referred 
the  Raphanus  rujiicanus  to  the  Cochlearia 
genus,  as  Tournefort  had  done..  The 
Cbelidonium  genus  is  feparated  from  the 
Papaver,  and  a new  charadlerillic  note 
framed,  but  the  name  Papaver  corniciilatim 

preferved. 
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preferved.  The  only  two  plants  met  with 
in  this  book,  which  do  not  occur  in  the 
Synopjis  of  Ray,  are  fuch  as  have  a doubt- 
ful title  to  the  appellation  of  indigenous: 
they  are  ,the  Valeriana  rubra^  and  Allium 
Schccnoprafum. 

I believe  he  died  about  the  year  1750, 
or  foon  after.  He  left  the  remaining  part 
of  his  work,  on  the  Graminaceous  and  Cryp^ 
togamoiis  tribes,  compleat  in  manufcript* 
In  the  year  1762,  a perfon  of  Newcajlle^ 
into  whofe  hands  the  manufcript  had 
paffed,  meditated  the  publication  of  it, 
with  a new  edition  of  the  work  now  fpo- 
ken  of,  which  was  out  of  print,  and  much 
called  for ; but  the  defign  never  took 
efFedl. 
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Blackftone  — His  Fafciculus  Plantarum  circs 
Harefield  — Specimen  Botanicum  — Contri- 
butors to  that  Catalogue. 

Colllnfon  — a great  promoter  of  Botany  and  Gar- 
dening — introduces  many  new  productions  from 
America. 

American  Botanifis  — Logan  — Mitchell, 

Warner — His  Plantse  Woodford ienfes — Glojfary 
to  the  plays  cf  Shakcfpeare — Legacy  and  Exhi- 
bition to  Wadham  College. 

A 

BLACKSTONE. 

IN  1737,  fohn  Blackstone,  an  apo- 
thecary, in  Fleet  Street^  Londotty  pub- 
liflied  Fasciculus  Plantarum  cir- 
ca Harefield  sponte  nascentium:*' 
with  an  x'\ppendix,  containing  fome  fhort 
notes  relating  X.o  Harefield,  12®.  pp.  118. 
The  order  obferved  in  this  fmall  local  cata- 
logue is  alphabetical, ' and  the  fynonyms 
taken  from  Bauh in e's  Pinax,  from 

Gerard,  Parkinson,  and  others  in 
common  ufe.  Thefe  are  followed  by  the 

X general 
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general  place  of  growth,  the  particular 
fpot  in  the  inftances  of  rare  plants,  and 
the  time  of  flowering.  As  fcarcely  any  of 
the  MoJJeSf  or  Fungi,  are  introduced,  the 
number  is  fmall  ^ only  527  fpecies.  The 
account  of  Harejield  is  very  brief. 

The  fame  author  publiflied  alfo,  Spe- 
cimenBotanic um  quo Planfarujn plurium 
rarioriim  Anglice  indigenarum  Loci  natales 
illujirantur.  Authore  y.  Blacks  tone/* 
1746.  pp.  106.  This  fmall  volume 
exhibits  the  particular  places  of  growth  of 
366  fpecies  of  the  more  rare  EngliJJj  plants, 
and  was  fo  far  a valuable  addition  to  Ray's 
Synopjis.  The  arrangement  is  the  fame  as 
in  the  Harejield  Catalogue,  and  the  fyno- 
nyms  drawn  from  the  fame  authors ; with 
the  addition  of  a few  from  the  works  of 
LiNNAiUs^  It  is  embelliflied  with  two 
elegant  engravings : one  reprefenting  that 
Angular  variety  of  the  Clavaria  Hypoxylon^ 
firfl:  figured  in  the  PhilofophicalTranfadlions,. 
N‘'475.  anddeferibed  as  ^Boletus:  the  other 
the  Lycoperdon  f or 7iicatum,  FLAng,  ed.  2. 
p.  644 ; but  firfl;  deferibed  and  figured  ia 
N®  474.  by  the  late  JVilliam'W  at 

The 
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The  Loci'  iiatalesy  or,  as  fome  modern 
botanifts  quaintly  fpeak,  the  Habitats^  of  a 
great  number  of  the  fubjedls  in  this  little 
work,  were  communicated  by  the  friends 
and  correfpondents  of  the  author ; of  whom, 
as  they  hereby  contributed  to  enlal'ge  the 
bounds  of  Lnglip  botany,  it  is  but  juft  to 
record  their  names. 

From  Torkjhire,  the  author  was  fupplied 
with  a great  number  by  Mr. Thor n beck, 
a furgeon  and  expert  botanift,  at  Ingleton^  a 
fpot  rich  in  the  choicefl  objeds  of  a curious 
obferver.  Mr.  Dawson,  a furgeon  of 
Leeds,  communicated  alfo  many  rare  fpe- 
cies  : as  did  Mr.  Vernon,  of  Whitchurch y 
in  Chefmre. 

The  obfervations  of  the  late  Sir  William 
Watson,  Sir  yohn  Hill,  Dr.  Wilmer, 
and  Mr.  Hurlock,  contributed  to  enrich 
this  little  Flora.  I find  alfo  a manufcript 
Catalogue  of  Plants  growing  about  Feverf-- 
ham  frequently  referred  to,  v/ritten  by  yohn 
Bateman,  A.M.  This  manufcript  has 
fince  been  the  bafis  of  a little  work,  pub- 
liflied  by  the  late  Edward  Jacob,  F.S.A. 
under  the  title  01  PlantseFaverfiamienfesF 

Lond., 
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Lond.  1777.  PP*  ^^7*  which  is 
annexed,  a view  of  the  Foffil  Bodies  of  the' 
ifland  of  Shepey,  The  plan  of  this  catalogue 
is  exadlly  that  of  Mr.  Warner's,  in  the 
Pla?itce  WoodfordienfesT 
In  this  volume,  Mr.  Blackstone  has 
introduced  a few  plants,  not  before  record- 
ed as  natives  of  this  ifland : fuch  are,  the 
Epimedium  alpinum-,  Arijiolochia  Clematitis 
Limonmn  reticulatum-y  F ritillaria  Meleagris  i 
and  Dentaria  bulbifera,  Subfequent  authors 
have  not  allowed  complete  naturalization  to 
the  Epimediuniy  and  probably  that  of  fome  of 
the  others  is  but  of  modern  date.  The  two 
lafl  were  obferved  by  Mr.  Blackstone  in 
the  environs  of  Harejidd. 

The  author  intended  another  volume  of 
the  Specimcriy  for  which  he  had  collefted 
materials.  He  had  alfo  a taflie  for  Topo- 
graphical Antiquities,  and  had  made  col- 
leftions  in  that  way,  but  did  not  live  to 
publifh  them.  He  died  in  1753 

The 

* Mr.  Hudson,  when  he  feparated  the  yellow  Cejitory 
from  the  Gentians^  gave  it  the  name  oFElackstonia; 
which  diftindion  LiNN.ffiUS  confirmed  in  the  Syjiema 
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The  Specimen  Botanicum  ” of  Mr, 
Blackstone,  I confider  as  the  lafi:  book 
publifhed  in  Bnglaitdy  on  the  indigenous 
botany,  before  the  lyftem  of  Linn us  had 
gained  the  afcendancy  over  that  of  Ray  : 
nor,  unlefs  it  were  within  my  plan  to  re- 
count fingle  papers,  occalionally  printed  in 
the  Philofophical  TranfaBionsy  or  in  other 
colledlions,  am  I able  to  mention  any  work 
.of  importance  on  exotic  botany,  before  this 
revolution  took  place,  which  was  not  built 
upon,  or  at  leaft  did  not  exhibit  fome  prin- 
ciples of,  the  new  fyftem.  Whilft  this 
event  was  taking  place,  which  cannot  be 
computed  at  fewer  than  twenty  years,  com- 
mencing from  1740,  there  were,  however, 
feveral  eminent  and  learned  men,  who,  al- 
though they  did  not  diftinguifh  themfelves 
by  publifliing  feparate  tradls  on  the  fcience, 
were  occalionally  improving  it,  by  their 

of  1767,  but  changed  the  name  to  Chlora^  an  appellation 
it  had  received  from  Reneaulme,  in  his  Specimen 
Mi/iorias  Plantarwriy  publifhed  In  1611.  It  fhould  feem, 
that  the  difeovery  of  the  true  place  of  this  plant  in  the 
fyftem,  entitled  Mr.  Hudson  to  the  difpenfation  of  the 
name,  or  at  leaft  that  Blackstone  fhould  have  been 
perpetuated  in  the  trivial  epithet. 
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various  difcoverles  and  communications, 
and,  ever  awake  to  its  welfare,  by  the  pa- 
tronage they  extended  towards  it.  I cannot 
omit  to  mention  fome  of  thefe,  though  it 
be  out  of  my  power  either  to  do  fufficient 
juftice  to  their  fervices  myfelf,  or  to  point 
out,  in  fome  inftances,  fuch  memorials  re- 
lating to  their  lives,  as  might  properly  gra- 
tify that  curiofity,  which  efteem  for  their 
charadters  naturally  excites. 

COLLINSON. 

As  prior  in  point  of  time,  I mention  Mr. 
Peter  Collinson,  to  whofe  name  is  at- 
tached all  that  refpeft  which  is  due  to  bene- 
volence and  virtue.  I have  the  fatisfadion  of 
referring  the  reader  to  fome  account  of  Mr. 
Collinson,  printed  in  1770  : and  to  fur- 
ther anecdotes,  byDr.LETTSoM,  at  the  end 
of  his  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Fothergill 
to  which  is  annexed,  a lift  of  Mr.  Colltn- 
son’s  papers,  printed  in  the  Philofophical 
T ranfadionsy  and  in  the  Gentlemans  Maga^ 
zine"^.  In  Mr.  Collinson’s  time,  Engla?jd 
received  large  acceffions  to  exotic  botany 

♦ See  alfo  a further  account  of  Mr.  Collinson  in 
the  Biographia  Britannka.  Vol.  iv.  id  edit.  p.  34- 
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from  all  parts  of  the  globe ; to  which  no 
one  contributed  more  than  himfelf,  through 
his  various  correfpondence,  efpecially  in 
America.  He  was  indefatigable  in  his  ex- 
ertions to  procure  the  feeds  of  curious  and 
ufeful  vegetables,  and  equally  free  in  diftri- 
buting  them.  Natural  Hiftory  in  all  its 
parts.  Planting,  and  Horticulture,  were  his 
delight.  He  cultivated  the  choiceft  exotics, 
and  the  rareft  Englifi  plants.  His  garden 
contained,  at  one  time,  a more  complete 
affortment  of  the  Orchis  genus,  than,  per- 
haps, had  ever  been  feen  in  one  colleftion 
before.  He  died  Auguft  ii,  1768,  in  the 
75th  year  of  his  age 

Numerous  were  the  channels  by:>ivhich 
England  was  enriched  with  the  feeds  and 
Ipecimens  oi American  productions . Bar- 
tram  was  conftantly  employed  in  collect- 
ing. Governor  Golden,  of  New  Tork,  and 
Dr.  Mich  ELL,  in  Virginia  ^ were  frequent 
in  their  communications  to  Miller,  to 
Catesby,  toCoLLiNsoN,  and  others.  For 


* The  name  of  Mr.  Collins  on  is  perpetuated  in  a 
beautiful  American  plant  of  the  Diandrous  clafs,  well 
known  in  the  EngUJh  gardens. 
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Dr.  Fothergill's  incefTant  exertions  in 
the  fame  defigns,  being  at  a later  period, 
are  too  well  known  to  be  repeated  here. 
Governor  Golden  fent  to  Linn^us  up- 
wards of  200  fpecies,  the  account  of  which 
was  printed  in  the  Upfal  ABs  for  1743  and 
17445  and  Linn^us,  in  Flora  Zey-^ 
lajiica^  gave  to  a plant  of  the  Tetrandrous 
clafs,  the  name  of  his  correfpondent. 

LOGAN. 

Several  ingenious  gentlemen  in  America 
purfued  botanical  inveftigations  with  great 
fuccefs  about  this  period.  "James  Logan, 
Efq;  afterwards  Prefident  of  the  Council, 
and  Chief  Juftice  of  Fenjylvania^  inftituted 
a fet  of  Experiments  on  the  Maiz,  relating 
to  the  fexes  of  plants.  They  were  firft 
communicated  in  a letter  to  P^’/^’rCoLLiN- 
soN,  F.R.S.  in  1735  5 and  were  printed  in 
the  Philofophical  FraiifadlionSy  Vol.  xxxvi. 
p.  192.  They  were  afterwards  enlarged, 
and  publlfhed  in  Latiuy  at  Leyden ^ in  I739> 
under  the  title  of  Fxperimenta  et  Melete-^ 
rnata  de  Plant  arum  Generatione  and  repub - 
liftied  with  an  Fnglijlo  tranflation,  if  I mif- 
T 3 take 
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takenot^by  Dr.FoTHERGiLL,  in  8®.  1747. 
pp.  39.  They  have  been  conlidered,  and 
appealed  to,  as  among  the  moft  decifive  in 
cftablilhing  the  dodtrine  they  were  intended 
to  illuftrate  and  confirm. 

MITCHELL. 

Dr.  "John  Mitchell,  then  refident  at 
IJrbanay  in  Virginia y fent  over,  in  1741, 
the  defcriptlons  of  thirty  genera  of  plants^j 
of  which  fix  were  entirely  new;  others  were 
corredled  and  amended.  Among  the  moft 
remarkable  are,  the  Ginfeng  of  America y 
'Panax . quinquefoUum  : the  Liquid  Ambar 
^tyracifua:  the  MalacodendrcUy, 
called  by  Catesby,  Stewartia,  in  ho- 
nour of  the  Earl  Bute  : the  Zizania 
aquatica.  In  the  ihtrodudtion.  Dr.  Mit- 
chell dlfcourfes  on  the  principles  of  bo- 
tany, and  appears  to  have  paid  attention  to 
the  Hybrid  produdtions.  This  paper  was 
feparately  pubiifhed,  in  4°.  at  Nurenburghy . 
in  1769.  ^ 

In  1743,  he  fent  over  to  Mr,  Collin- 
soN,  an  ingenious  “ EfTay  bn  the  Caufes  of 
the  different  Coloi4rs  of  People  in  diffe- 

rent 
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rent  Climates/’  It  was  defigncd  as  a fo- 
lution  of  the  prize  problem  from  the  Aca- 
demy of  Bourdeaux  'y  but  was  publiihed’in 
the  Philofophical  TranfaStions,  Vol.  xliii. 
pp.  102^150. 

The  queftion  concerning  the  caufe  of  the 
black  colour  of  the  Ikin  in  Negroes,  has 
exercifed  the  pens  of  many  philofophers  and 
anatomifts.  What  has  perplexed  the  quef- 
tion the  more  is,  that  thefe  ingenious  wri- 
ters (among  whom  are  principally  Malpighi^ 
Boyle y WinJloWy  Meckely  and  Barrere)  have- 
differed  about  matters  of  fadt  that  fhould 
feem  to  be  cognizable  by  the  fenfes. 

It  would  be  improper  in  this  work  to 
purfue  the  learned  author  through  all  his 
ingenious  details  and  curious  fcholia  on  this 
fubjedl^'it  mufl:  be  fufficient  to  obferve, 
that,  on  the  Newtonian  dodlrine  of  the  caufes 
of  colours,  he  deduces  the  colour  of  the 
ikin  of  Negroes  from  the  ftrudture,  after 
eftablifhing  certain  propofitions : i.  That 
the  colour  of  White  People  proceeds  from 
the  colour  which  the  epidermis  tranfmits, 
2.  That  the  denlity  of  the  ikins  of  Negroes 
allows  of  no  tranfmifiion  of  colour,  3.  The 
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part  df  the  fkin  which  appears  black  In 
Negroes,  is  the  corpus  reticulare  cutis,  and 
external  lamella  of  the  epidermis.  4.  That 
the  colour  does  not  proceed  from  any  black 
humour  or  fluid  parts  contained  In  their 
fkins.  5,  That  the  epidermis,  efpecially  its 
external  lamella,  is  divided  into  two  parts, 
by  its  pores  and  fcales,  200  times  lefs  than 
the  particles  of  bodies,  on  which  their  co- 
lours depend.  Hence  Dr.  Mitchell  conr 
eludes,  that  the  proximate  caufe  of  the 
colour  of  Negroes  is  threefold ; W2;.  the 
opacity  of  their  fkins,  proceeding  from  the 
thicknefs  and  denfity  of  the  texture,  which 
obftrufts  the  tranfmiilion  of  the  rays  of 
light  from  the  white  and  red  parts  below 
them ; together  with  their  greater  refrac- 
tive power,  which  abforbs  thofe  rays ; and 
the  fmallnefs  of  the  particles  of  their  fkins, 
which  hinder  them  to  refledl  any  light.’* 
After  which,  he  difeourfes  on  the  influence 
of  the  fun,  and  the  modes  of  life  among  the 
inhabitants  of  hot  countries,  as  the  remote 
caufes  of  the  colour  of  Negroes  and  In- 
dians. 

Dr.  Mitchell  returned  to  England,  I 

believe. 


\ 


Warner. 


281 


believe,  about  the  year  1747  or  1748  ; be- 
came a Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  ^ and 
was  the  writer  of  an  inftrud:ive  memoir  On 
the  Preparation  and  Ufes  of  the  various 
Kinds  of  Pot-Afh/*  PhiLTranf,  Vol. 
xlv,  p.  541 — 563.  And  of  A Letter 
conperning  the  Force  of  Eledlrical  Co- 
hcfion.’’  Vol.  li.  p,  390, 


WARNER. 

Rkhard  Warner,  Efq;  of  Woodford-- 
Row^  in  Ejfexy  merits  a particular  remem- 
brance at  this  period,  for  his  regard  to  the 
fcience  of  botany,  and  the  refped:  and  ho- 
nour he  ever  flicwed  to  the  lovers  of  it. 

He  was  bred  to  the  law,”  as  we  are  in- 
formed in  the  ^ Anecdotes  of  Mr.  William 
Bowyer,’  and  had  chambers  in  Lin-- 
coins  Inn ; but,  being  poflefled  of  a genteel 
fortune,  refided  at  a good  old  houfe  on 
Woodford  Green,^'  Here  he  maintained  a 
botanical  garden,  and  was  very  fuccefsful  in 
the  cultivation  of  rare  exotics.  He  was 
not  unacquainted  with  indigenous  plants. 
The  herborizations  of  the  Company  of 
Apothecaries  were,  once  in  the  feafon, 
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ufually  direfted  to  the  environs  of  Wood--' 
fordy  where,  after  the  refearches  of  the  day, 
at  the  table  of  Mr.  Warner,  the  pro- 
duds  of  Flora  were  difplayed.  The  refult 
of  the  inveftigations  made  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, was  publifhed  by  Mr.  War- 
ner, under  the  title  of  “ Plantar  Wood- 
fordknfes ; or,  a Catalogue  of  the  more 
perfed  Plants  growing  fpontaneoufly 
' about  Woodf'ordy  in  EJ/exP  Land,  ijji^ 
pp.  238.  As  none  of  the  Graminaceous ^ 
or  Cryptogamous  tribes,  are  introduced,  the 
lift  does  not  exceed  518  fpecies.  The  or- 
der is  alphabetical,  by  the  names  from 
Ray's  Synopfis ; after  wdiich  follow  the 
fpecific  character  at  length,  from  Hud- 
son’s Flora  AnglicaP  the  Lmncean  clafs 
and  order,  the  Englljlo  name,  place,  and 
time  of  flowering.  In  the  Preface,  the  au- 
thor enumerates  the  names  of  more  than 
twenty  of  his  friends,  among  whom  are 
many  of  thofe  alluded  to  above,  by  whofe 
foint  afiiftance  he  was  enabled  to  enlarge 
his  work  beyond  what  his  own  obfervations 
might  otherwife  have  allowed.  Mr.  War- 
ner was  alfo  diftinguiflaed  for  his  polite 
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learning ; and  eminently  fo,  for  his  critical 
knowledge  in  the  writings  of  Shakefpeare^ 
of  whofe  plays  he  had  long  meditated  to 
give  a new  edition  \ but  defifted,  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  Mr.  Steevens's  propofals.  In 
1768,  he  publilhed  A Letter  to  David 
Garrick^  Efq;  concerning  a Gloffary  to  the 
Plays  of  ShakefpeareJ'  8%  This  GlolTary 
he  continued  to  augment,  to  the  lafl;  days 
of  his  life.  He  tranflated  the  Comedies  of 
Plautus^  left  undone  by  T’horntoriy  which 
were  publilhed  in  1772  and  1774. 

Mr.  Warner,  in  his  youth,  as  is  re- 
lated of  the  great  Linn^us,  had  been  re- 
markably fond  of  dancing;  nor,  till  his 
paffion  for  that  diverfion  fublided,  did  he 
convert  the  largeft  room  in  his  houfe 
" into  a library."  He  died  April  11,  1775; 
and  bequeathed  his  valuable  books  to  Wad-- 
bam  College,  Oxford^  where  he  received  his 
education ; and  left  to  the  fame  Society  an 
exhibition  for  a botanical  ledure. 
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Ehret—^  German  of  the  marquifate  of  Baden 
Durlach  — '-firft  patronized  by  Trew  — Paints 
plants  in  the  Royal  Garden  of  Paris  — and  m 
Clifford  j garden  under  Linnsus  — Settles  in 
England — Fatrgnized  by  the  Literati  —Plants 
Sele6lae  of  T rew  painted  by  him  —Ehret’j  pub^ 
Heat  ions  — His  papers  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfadions.  ' 

Hill — his  writings. 


E H R E T, 


M O N G the  various  contingencies 


Jl\.  which  favoured  the  introdudlion  of 
the  Linttrean  fyftem  into  England^  it  is  not 
unimportant  to  mention  the  effed  of  the 
admirable  pencil  of  the  late  Mr.  Ehret. 
This  ingenious  artift  brought  with  him, 
not  only  a general  tafte  for  botany,  but  a 
particular  knowledge  of  the  principles,  on 
which  the  fyftem  of  Linn^us  was  found- 
ed ; and  was  among  the  firft  who  difplayed 
it,  in  the  fpecimens  of  his  art. 

The  father  of  George  Dyonifius  Ehret 
was  gardener  to  the  Prince  of  Baden  Dur^ 
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iach^ . Young  Ehret  very  early  fhewed  a 
tafte  for  drawing,  and  painting  the  flowers 
of  the  garden.  And  although  he  received 
no  inllrudions,  yet  fuch  was  his  proficien- 
.cy,  that,  whilfl:  a very  young  man,  he  had 
painted  500  plants  with  a Ikill  and  accu- 
racy that  was  almoft  unexampled,  under 
the  difadvantages  of  fo  total  a want  of  in- 
ftruilion  as  our  young  artifl:  had  experi- 
enced. His  merit,  however,  remained  long 
unknown,  or  at  lead;  ineifeclually  noticed, 
until  it  was  difcovered  by  a gentleman  of 
curiofity  and  judgment,  who  vifited  the 
garden,  of  which  his  father  was  the  fuper- 
intendant.  Fortunately  for  young  Ehret, 
this  ftranger  was  a phyfxcian  and  a friend 
of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Trew,  of  Norimherg^ 
to  whom  he  juflly  fuppofed  thefe  paintings 
would  be  acceptable.  Ehret  by  this  means 
was  introduced  to  Trew,  who  immediately 
purchafed  the  v/hole  500  paintings,  and  ge- 
neroufly  gave  him  double  the  price  at  which 
the  young  artifl:  had  modeflly  valued  them. 

* Charles^  Prince  of  Baden  Durlachj  was  a patron  of 
botany,  and  his  garden  was  famous  at  that  time.  He 
lent  his  principal  fuperintendant  of  the  garden,  on  the  un- 
fortunate expedition  with  Hebenstreit,  into  Africa, 

The 
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The  liberality  of  Trew,  by  which  Ehret 
put  4000  florins  into  his  pocket,  infpired  him 
with  confidence  in  his  own  abilities,  and  fuch 
a {hare  of  ambition  as  inclined  him  to  quit 
his  home,  and  feek  at  once  to  raife  his  for- 
tune, and  to  gratify  the  delire  he  had  to  fee 
the  world.  It  appears  that  he  was  too  much 
elated  with  his  fuccefs  3 and,  as  the  eflfed:  of 
fome  fhare  of  vanity,  and  a want  of  (Eco- 
nomy not  unufual  in  young  men,  he  foon 
diffipated  this  fum,  and,  in  quefl  of  adven- 
tures, went  to  Bafily  with  the  lafl,  and  thoic 
only  a few,  of  his  florins  in  his  pocket* 
Here,  {hutting  himfelf  up,  he,  with  great 
diligence,  and  Angular  exertion,  {limulated 
now  by  prelfing  neceifity,  foon  exhibited 
numerous  fpecimens  of  his  art;  and,  though 
he  had  learned  to  fet  a higher  value  upon 
them,  found  a demand  beyond  his  induf- 
try  to  fupply.  Having  thus  recruited  his 
finances,  he  journeyed  into  Franccy  and  re- 
fided  fome  time  at  Montpeliery  where  he 
taught  his  art  to  a lady  of  fortune,  who  re- 
warded him  generoufly,  and,  on  his  wi{h  to 
remove,  paid  his  expences  to  Lyons  and  Pa^ 
ris.  At  the  latter  city  he  became  known  to 
Jussieu,  and  was  for  fome  time  employed 

to 
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to  paint  the  plants  of  the  Royal  Garden, 
lender  that  eminent  ProfelTor’s  infpedtion. 
After  a certain  time,  he  exchanged  his  fitu- 
ation  at  Paris,  for  that  of  London ; but  not 
fucceeding  to  his  mind,  he  foon  returned 
to  the  continent.  The  precife  time  of  his 
being  firfi:  in  England,  I cannot  afeertain ; 
but  it  v/as,  I conjeflure,  before  his  employ- 
ment in  the  garden  of  Mr.  Clifford, 
where  LiNNiEUs  found  him  in  the  year 
1736.  From  Linn^us  himfelf  he  was, 
taught  attention  to  the  parts  of  the  flower, 
and  hence  became  early  inftrudled  in  the 
principles  of  the  fexiial  fyftem.-  His  fine 
tafte,  and  botanical  accuracy,  were,  I ap- 
prehend, firfl:  publicly  manifefled  in  the 
figures  of  the  Hortus  Cliffortianus,  pub- 
lifhed  in  1737  ; and,  fi'om  that  time.  Eh- 
RET  became  ftrongiy  attached  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Swede, 

Fie  returned  to  England  about  the  year 
1740,  or  foon  after  that  period:  and  here 
he  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  firfl: 
patron  in  this  country  was  Taylor  White, 
Efq;  for  whom  he  finiflied  300  paintings  of 
plants.  He  foon  after  procured  the  patro- 
nage of  Dr.  Mead,  for  whom  he  painted 
3 200, 
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200,  and  who  generoufly  advanced  his  price. 
In  confequence  of  this  countenance  and 
proteftion,  he  obtained  encouragement  from 
Sir  Hans  Sloan e,  and  many  other  opulent 
lovers  of  his  art.  Dr.  Fothergill  pro- 
cured large  colledtions  from  him^  and  the 
late  eminent  patronefs  of  natural  hiftory,  the 
Duchefs  of  Portland,  poffeffed,  befides 
near  300  paintings  of  exotics,  upwards  of 
500  of  Englijh  plants,  done  on  vellum,  and 
highly  finifhed,  by  this  admirable  artift. 

Another  of  his  patrons,  and  to  whofe 
obliging  information  I owe  great  part  of  the 
foregoing  anecdotes  relating  to  him,  was 
Willett, Efq;  of  in  Dorfet- 

JJoire at  whofe  feat  Mr.  Ehret  was  ac- 
cuftomed,  for  many  years,  to  fpend  feveral 
weeks'  in  the  fummer  feafon,  and  in  whofe 
friendfhip  Mr. Ehret  repofed,  as  executor 
in  the  laft  arrangement  of  his  affairs.  The 
library  at  Merly  exhibits  a copious  collec- 
tion of  exotics,  done  by  Ehret  : not  fewer 
than  230  hnifhed  fpecimens  on  vellum ; 
befides  feventy  on  paper  ; and  more  than 
500  in  an  unfinifhed  ftate. 

The  firft  publifhed  fpecimens  of  his  pen- 
cil, after  his  fettlement  in  England y that  I 

am 
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aril  acquainted  with,  were  exhibited  in  the 
44th  volume  of  ihoPhilofophicalTranfaBionSy 
N*  478.  for  January  and  February  1746 ; 
by  the  figure  of  the  Keratophyton  jiabelli-- 
forme  of  Ray  (Gorgonia  verrucofa  Lin,) 
for  a paper  written  by  Sir  Hans  Sloane  : 
and  by  two  excellent  figures  of  the  O^’- 
nanthe  crocata^  and  Cicuta  virofa^  in  the 
fame  volume,  intended  to  illuftrate  Mr. 
Watson's  obfervations  on  the  fatal  Qua- 
lities of  thofe  Plants. 

Very  early  after  his  arrival  in  this  king- 
dom, he  began  to  paint  figures  of  the  rarefl 
produdls  of  ihtE72glifo  gardens,  for  his  friend 
and  firfl:  patron  Dr.  Trew  • for  whom,  in 
the  end,  he  finifhed  300.  Of  thefe,  at 
different  periods,  100  were  engraved,  and 
publifhed  in  Hecadsy  under  the  following 
title : 

Plants  SELECXiE,  qnarwn  Ima^ 
glues,  ad  exemplaria  naturalia  Londini  in 
hortis  ciirioforim  niit^dtay  7nanu  ai^tlficiofa 
liinxit  Georgius  Dionyjius  Ehret,  Gefmia-- 
nusy  collegit  nominibus  notifque  illufravit 
Chr*  Jacob.TRBWy  M,D,  Norib.  in  Ms  in- 
cidit  et  vivis  coloribus  reprefentavit  yo.  yac. 
VoL.  II.  U Haid. 
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Haid.  Augujlaniisy  Decuria  1.  1750.  fol. 
reg. — Decur.  X.  1773. 

StwQnDecads  of  this  work  were  pubJiih- 
cd  at  Dr.  Trew's  expence,  during  his  life- 
time ; and  the  remaining  three  by  Dr.  Vo- 
gel, after  his  deceafe.  The  whole  is  exe- 
cuted in  fo  fplendid  a manner,  as  to  confti- 
tute,  at  this  day,  one  of  the  fineft  orna- 
ments of  the  botanical  library. 

The  only  publication  of  any  importance 
in  England^  in  which  Mr.  Ehret  was  en- 
gaged throughout,  as  far  as  I can  find,  was 
Brown's  Natural  Hiilory  of  Jamaica^ 
printed  in  1756,  for  which  he  drew  all  the 
figures,  amounting  to  40  tables.  As  they 
W’ere  principally  taken  from  prepared  and 
dried  fpecimens,  they  cannot  be  numbered 
among  his  capital  performances. 

Mr.EHRET  drew,  and  himfelf  engraved, 
a fet  of  tables  of  Exotics,  two  or  three  on 
each  plate,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  ; each 
table  containing  alfo  a Butterfly  of  exotic 
origin.  Thefe  were  publifhcd  at  Lojtdoriy 
in  1748 — 1759.  The  lafl:  of  thefe  exhi- 
bits. the  Cape  Jafmine,  Gardenia  fioidda^ 
which  had  flowered  for  the  firft  time  in 

Eiiglandy 
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England,  in  the  garden  of  Mr.  Warner, 
^tJVoodfordi  in  the  year  1758.  A defcrip-  ' 
tion  of  this  elegant  plant  ^ the  generical 
charafter  of  the  Laurus  Saffafras  ‘ and  the 
defcription  of  a new  Lithofpenmim,  all  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  Eh  ret,  were  printed  in  the 
Nova  ABa  Acade?nice  CurioforumA  Tom* 
II.  Norhnb.  1761* 

An  Account  of  the  Ophrys  /capo  nudo 
foliis  radiccdibus  ovato-oblongls,  dhnidii  fcapi 
longitudine,  defcribed  by  Gronovius  in 
his  Fhr'a  Virginica'd'  with  a figure, 
Vol.  liii.  p.  81.  The  Ophrys  lilifolia  of 
Linn^us:  it  was  fent  from  Philadelphia 
by  Mr.  Bartram,  and  flowered  in  Eiig-^ 
land,  for  the  firfi;  time>  in  the  garden  of 
Mr.  CoLLiNsoN,  in  the  year  1758, 

An  Account  of  a new  Peruvian  plant 
lately  introduced  into  the  Englijh  gar-^ 
dens;  with  a figure.  Vol.  liii.  p.  131. 
This  is  the  Nolana  projirata  Lin.  which 
flowered  in  the  garden  at  Chelfea,  for  the 
firfi:  time  m England,  in  1761,  now  very 
common, 

A Defcription  of  the  Andrachne,  with 
its  botanical  charadler,  and  a figure.  Vol. 
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Ivii.  p.  114.  The  Arbutus  Andrachne, 
which  iirft  flowered  in  England,  in  1766, 
in  the  garden  of  Dr.  Fothergill. 

His  ingenuity  and  knowledge  of  nature 
raifed  him  to  a degree  of  reputation  among 
the  literati,  and  obtained  him  the  diflindtion 
of  being  chofen  a Fellow  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety. Befides  the  profit  accruing  from 
thofe  numerous  exhibitions  of  his  pencil,  he 
applied  for  many  years,  with  great  aflidui- 
ty,  to  the  bufinefs  of  teaching  his  art  5 and 
if  his  ingenuity  did  not  meet  with  a reward 
equal  to  his  merit,  yet  his  labours,  in  the 
end,  proved  fufficiently  lucrative,  to  afford 
him  a moderate  independence ; though,  to 
the  laft,  he  ceafed  not  to  employ  his  pencil. 

He  died  in  September  1770,  in  the  6otIi 
year  of  his  age  '-''h 

Mr.  Ehret  married  the  filler  of  Philip 
Miller,  of  Chelfca,  by  whom  he  left  one 
fon. 

* Mr.  Ehret  was  complimented  by  Dr.  Trew,  in 
the  Third  Decad  of  the  Plantce  Sele£lce,  with  a new  ge- 
nus, which  he  called  by  his  name.  The  Ehreti^e  are 
trees  of  the  Pentandroiis  clafs,  Iirft  defcribed  and  figured 
by  Sloane  j to  which,  new  fpecies  have  been  added  by 
Jacquin. 
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He  was  well  verfed  in  the  botany  of  this 
country,  and  delighted  in  painting  the  indi- 
genous plants.  He  was  ever  heft  pleafed 
when  employed  by  fcientific  people ; lince 
his  wifli  was  always  to  follow  nature,  and 
to  exhibit  on  his  piece  the  true  charafters, 
without  the  fmalleft  deviation  for  the  fake 
of  embellifhment.  Having  early  imbibed 
the  principles  of  Linnceus" s fyftem,  he  at- 
tended to  the  difcrimination  of  the  parts  on 
which  it  was  founded,  with  an  accuracy 
that  commanded  obfervance ; and  while  his 
excellence  in  delineating  and  painting  drew 
admiratioh,  and  diffufed  a tafte  for  the 
ftudy  of  plants,  the  truth  of  his  pencil  in- 
ftrufted  thofe  who  beheld  it  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  fcience. 

HILL. 

About  the  year  1751,  Dr.  Hill  began 
to  publifli  on  the  fubjecl  of  botany.  His 
‘‘  Hiftory  of  Plants,”  printed  in  that  year, 
although  compiled  and  tranflated  princi- 
pally from  LinNu®us,  v/as  not  adapted  to 
indigenous  botany,  nor  fufficiently  calcu- 
lated to  inflruft  the  ftudent  in  the  ultimate 
U 3 part 
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part  of  any  fyftem,  the  fpeclfic  diftindlions  ^ 
fince  Linnjeus  had  not  as  yet  completed 
the  exemplification  by  modelling  the  cha- 
racter throughout  the  whole  3 the  Species 
Fla7itariim  not  being  publiflied  till  the  year 

?753- 

I mean  not  to  enter  on  any  detail  of  his 
numerous  writings,  fince  they  are  well 
known,  and  mod;  of  them  poflerior  to  the 
limits  of  my  plan.  Although  it  may  be 
difficult  to  reconcile  the  praifes  this  au- 
thor bellows  on  Linn  A3  us,  in  many  of  his 
writings,  wdth  the  cenfures  contained  in  his 

Britifli  Herbal,’’  yet  his  works -had  a fa- 
vourable influence  in  promoting  the  fcience 
in  general,  though  not  the  Linncean  modijfi- 
cation  of  it  in  particular 

* For  an  account  of  Sir  John  Hill,  I refer  the  reader 
to  the  Biographka  Dramatica,  Edit,  the  2d,  i782» 
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Sir  William  Watfon  — Anecdotes  of  ^ His  early 
bias  to  Natural  Hiftory  — Admitted-  into  the 
Royal  Society — Dijlinguijhes  hhnjelf  ^ as  a Bo^ 
tanift — His  papers  on  that  Juhjeci  in  the  Philo- 
fophical  Tranfadions  — Fublijhes  PeyironneFs 
Difcoveries  on  Zoophytes  — Appointed  one  of 
the  Truftees  to  the  Britifh  Mufeum  by  Sloane 
himjelf  — One  of  the  Revivers  of  Elebiricity  — 
Makes  Jeveral  eminent  difcoveries  in  that  branch 
of  philofophy — His  papers  on  that  Juhjebt  printed 
in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadions. 


W'A  T S O N. 


MONO  thofs  learned  botanifts  of 


jTjk,  Englandy  who  early  recognized  the 
prevailing  excellencies  of  the  Linnaean  lyf- 
tem,  muft  be  ranked  the  late  Sir  William 
Watson.  At  a period  when  Botany  was 
feebly  fupported  in  thefe  kingdoms,  after 
the  deceafe  of  the  Sherards,  and  the  re- 
tirement of  Sloane,  his  talents  and  his 
zeal  enabled  him,  as  far  as  the  influence  of 


an 
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an  individual  could  extend,  to  fuftain  and 
promote  this  fcience,  not  only  with  his 
own  countrymen,  but  with  thofe  learn- 
ed foreigners  who  vilited  this  kingdom. 
Whilft,  therefore,  juftice  to  his  character 
and  attainments,  in  the  fubjed;  of  this 
work,  denaand  confideration,  I feel  an  addi- 
tional motive  to  pay  a tribute  to  his  me- 
mory, arifing  from  a grateful  remembrance 
of  the  friend Ihip  and  correfpondence  with 
which  he  honoured  me. 

Sir  William  W AT was  born  in 
in  St,  Jok?2's  Street y near  Smithjield,  His  fa- 
ther was  a reputable  tradefman  in  that  ftreety 
and  died,  leaving  him  very  young.  When 
he  had  attained  to  a proper  age,  he  was 
fent  to  Merchant  Taylor’s  School ; and  from 
thence  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Richardfon^ 
apothecary,  in  1730. 

In  his  youth  he  had  a ftrong  propen iity 
to  the  ftudy  of  natural  hiftory,  and  parti- 
cularly to  that  of  plants.  This  led  him  to 
make  frequent  excurfions  in  a morning,  fe- 
veral  miles  from  London-,  fo  that  he  became 
early  well  acquainted  with  the  Loci  natales 
of  the  indigenous  plants  of  the  environs  of 

London  j 
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L'Ofidon  ; and,  during  his  apprentlcefhip,  he 
gained  the  honorary  premium  given  annu- 
ally by  the  Apothecaries  Company,  to  fuch 
young  men  as  exhibit  a fuperiority  in  the 
knowledge  of  plants,  in  thofe"  excuriions 
made  by  the  Demonftrator  of  Chclfea  Gar- 
den 3 and  inftituted  for  the  purpofe  of  ini- 
tiating the  apprentices  of  the  Company  in  a 
fcience  fo  neceffary  to  the  profeiiion.  This 
premium,  as  hath  been  obferved  in  the 
courfe  of  the  preceding  pages,  confifted  of  a 
handfomely  bound  copy  of  Ray’s  Synopjis. 
He  continued,  at  times,  throughout  his  life, 
to  attend  ©n  thefe  occaiions,  and  meet  his 
former  affociates  with  great  pleafure  and 
delight. 

In  1738,  Mr.  Watson  married,  and  fet 
up  in  bulinefs  for  himfelf.  His  ikill,  his 
adlivity,  and  diligence  in  his  profeffion,  foon 
didinguifhed  him  among  his  acquaintance; 
as  did  his  tafte  for  natural  hiftory,  and  his 
general  knowledge  of  philofophical  fubjedls 
among  the  members  of  the  Royal  Society, 
cf  which  honourable  body  he  was  eledled  a 
member  early  in  the  year  1741  ^ his  two 
hrft  communications  bping  printed  in  the 

41R 
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41ft  volume  of  the  Fhilofophical  Tranfac^ 
tions. 

Soon  after  his  aclrniilion  into  the  Royal 
Society,  Mr.  Watson  diftinguiflied  him- 
felf  as  a botanift.  His  earliefl  paper  on 
this  fubjed  was,  ‘‘  An  Account  of  the  ce- 
lebrated  Haller’s  Fjnwrieratio  Stirpium 
Hehetic^y  extraded  from  the  Latm^  and 
illuftrated  with  a ConJpeBu's  of  the  au- 
thor’s  method,  and  with  various  obfer- 
vations.”  This  was  printed  in  the  Phi^ 
hjophical  Pranfadtions  [a]. 

In  the  fame  volume  (/^),  and  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  (<:),  he  excited  the  attention  of  the 
curious  in  this  way,  by  fome  Critical  Re-' 
‘‘  marks  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pickering’s 
Paper  concerning  the  Seeds  of  Mufh- 
rooms,”  which,  that  gentleman  having 
feen  a iliort  time  before,  confidered  as  a new 
difcovery;  whereas  Mr.  Watson  Ihewed, 
that  they  had  been  demon ftrated  feveral 
years  prior  to  that  period,  by  M.  Micheli, 
in  his  Nova  Plant aru7n  Genera^"  printed 
at  Florence  in  1729. 

(^7)  Vol.  xlii.  p.  369 — 80.  p.  599. 

{c)  Vol,  xliii,  N®473.  p.  51. 
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But  that  which  attra£ted  the  attention  of 
foreign  botanifts  particularly,  was  his  de- 
fcription  of  a rare  and  elegant  fpecies  of 
Fungus,  called  from  its  form  Geajler  (J), 
This  was  WTitten  in  Lafm,  and  accompa- 
nied with  an  engraving.  It  has  fince  been 
called  Ly  coper  don  fornicatum. 

In  the  iame  wolume  are  inferted  fome 
very  inftrudlive  obfervations  on  the  Cicufa^ 
or  Common  Hemlock ; occahoned  by  the' 
death  of  two  of  Dutch  foldiers,  quartered 
at  V/altham  Abbey,  in  EJjex ; which  hap- 
pened in  confequence.of  their  having  eaten 
this  herb  inftead  of  Greens  (^). 

The  death  of  two  of  the  French  prifoners 
in  1746,  occafioned  by  their  eating  the 
roots  of  the  Hejnlock  Dropwoi^t,  produced 
from  Mr.  Watson  a paper,  which  in  an 
eminent  manner  exemplified  his  fkill  in  the 
knowledge  of  plants.  It  abounds  with 
curious  and  critical  obfervations  on  that 
plant,  and  on  the  Slum  Friicce  folio  of  Caf 
par  Bauhine  (Cicuta  virofa  Lin,)  with 
which  it  had  been  frequently  confounded ; 

{d)  PhlL  Tranf.  Vol.  xliii,  p.  234.  t.  *2.  f.  II. 

{<>)  Ibid.  N*473.  p.  iS. 
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as  both  had-alfo  been  commonly  miftaken 
for  Water  Parfnep.  It  is  accompanied  with 
engravings,  of  the  plants,  from  the  excel- 
lent drawings  of  Mr.  Eh  ret  [f). 

In  the  45th  volume  of  the  Philofophical 
TranfaBionSy  is  printed  a Tranflation,  by  Mr. 
Watson,  of  a Letter  to  ?>\vHa?2s  Sloane, 
from  Dr.GARCiN,  oiNenchately  containing 
a complete  hiftory  of  the  Cyprejs  of  the  an-  * 
tients  ; the  Hernia,  or  Alcanna  of  the  Ara- 
htansy  called  byLiNN^us  inermisi 

a Shrub,  famous  for  its  ufe,  both  in  medi-  ' 
cine,  and  as  a dye,  all  over  the  EafI:,  info- 
much  that,  at  Conjlantinopky  the  duty  on 
this  drug  amounts  to  18,000  ducats, annu- 
ally  {£). 

In  1748,  Mr.  Watson  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  Ihevving  attention  to  M.  Kalm,  dur- 
ing his  abode  in  England,  which  was  from 
February  till  Auguft,  when  he  embarked  for 
America.  He  introduced  him  to  the  curi- 
ous gardens,  and  accompanied  him  in  feve- 
ral  botanical  excurlions  in  the  environs  of 
London.  This  eminent  pupil  of  Linn^us, 

(f)  Phil.  Tranf.  Vol.  xliv.  p.  227 — 245. 

(^)  Ib.  Vol.  xlv.  p.  364 — 578. 
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who  was  a SwediJJj  divine,  on  his  return 
home,  became  Profeffor  of  Oeconomy  at 
Aboy  where  he  died  Nov.  16,  1779,  aged 

^3- 

The  fame  civilities  were  manifefted  by 
Dr.  Watson  to  the  prefent  eminent  Dr. 
Pallas,  of  Peterjhurghy  during  his  abode 
m.Englandy  which  was  from  July  1761,  to 
April  1762. 

In  1749,  in  company  with  Dr.  Mit- 
chell, Mr.  Watson  examined  the  re- 
mains of  the  garden,  formerly  belonging  to 
the  Tradescants  ; of  whom;  fee  chap. 
14.  of  this  work.  They  found  the  Arbu-- 
tusy  and  the  Cuprejfus  Americana y with  other, 
exotics,  in  a vigorous  ftate,  after  having  fuf- 
tained  the  winters' of  this  climate  for  120 
years.  This  iituation  had  alfo  afforded  a 
proof,  not  often  exemplified,  of  the  large 
lize  to  which  the  Co7nmon  Buck-Tborn  will 
grow.  They  found  one  about  20  feet  high, 
and  near  a foot  in  diameter  {h). 

In  1751,  were  laid  before  the  public, 
fome  very  curious  and  interefting  particu- 
lars, relating  to  the  fexes  of  plants,  which 

(h)  Phil,  Tranf.  Vol.  xlvi.  p.  l6^. 
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tended  to  confirm  the  truth  of  that  dodrlne 
in  a remarkable  manner.  Thefe  were  oc- 
cafioned  by  a letter  from  Mr.  Mylins^  of 
Berlin y informing  Mr.  Watson,  that  a 
tree  of  the  Palma  major  foliis  jiabelUformibus y 
which,  although  it  had  borne  fruit  for  30 
years  paft,  had  never  brought  any  to  per- 
fedion,  until  the  flowers  of^a  male-tree, 
brought  from  Leipjicy  20  German  miles  dif- 
tant,  had  been  fufpended  over  its  branches. 
After^  this  operation,  the  tree  yielded,  the 
firfl:  year,  above  100,  and  the  fecond,  upon 
repeating  the  experiment,  above  2000  ripe 
fruit ; from  which  1 1 young  Palm-trees  had 
been  propagated  (/). 

In  the  fame  volume  are  fome  remarks  on 
the  cafe  of  two  women  in  Brabant y who  had 
been  nearly  poifoned  by  eating  the  leaves  of 
what  had  been  called  White  Henbane ; but 
Mr.  Watson  proved,  that  it  mufl:  have 
been  the  Hyofcyamas  nigery  fince  the  njehite 
does  not  grow  fpontaneoufly  in  that  coun- 
try. The  fame  letter  confirms  the  poifon- 
©us  efFed  of  the  Tew-tre^  upon  horfes(/J). 

(/)  Phil,  Tranf.  Vol.  xlvii.  p.  169. 

(i)  Ib.  Vol.  xlvii.  p.  199. 
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.Mr.  Watson  paid  the  fame  tribute,  in 
1751,  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Henry  Comp- 
ton, Bifhop  of  London y the  friend  and  pa- 
tron of  Mr.  Ray,  as  he  had  done  to  that 
of  the  Tradescants  ; and  gives  a lift  of 
33  exotic  trees,  which  were  then  remaining 
in  the  garden  at  Fulham,  From  this  cata- 
logue may  be  inferred,  not  only  the  original 
fplendour  of  the  garden,  and  the  zeal  and 
tafte  the  Blftiop  ftiev/ed  in  the  cultivation  of 
fuch  numerous  curiolities,  but  the  facility 
with  which  trees  of  very  different  latitudes 
may  become  naturalized  in  Fngland  (/). 

In  the  fame  volume,  page  301,  we  find 
An  Account  of  the  Cinnamon  Treef’ 
occafioned  by  a large  fpecimen,  equal  in 
fize  to  a walkLng  cane,  fent  over  by  Mr- 
Robins  to  Dr.  Letherland,  and  which 
was  exhibited  to  the  infpeftion  of  the  Royal 
Society.  From  this  Account  we  learn,  that 
three  Cinnamon  Trees,  which  v/ere  intend- 
ed to  have  been  fent  to  yamaica,  were  grow- 
ing in  the  garden  of  Ha?npton  Courf  in  the 
reign  of  King  William, 

(/)  PhilTranf.  Vol.xlvii,  p.  241  — 247* 
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In  the  year  1752,  Mr.  Watson  laid 
before  the  Royal  Society  two  rare  Englijly 
plants  ; the  Lathraa  Squamaria^  and  the 
Dentaria  bulbifera : the  latter  unnoticed 
both  by  Mr.  Ray  and  Dillenius.  Thefe 
were  difeovered  by  Mr.  Blackstone, 
near  Harejield  {jn). 

He  alfo  deferibes,  in  this  volume,  that 
lingular  vegetable  production,  noticed  be- 
fore under  the  article  of  Thomas  Knovvl- 
TON,  as  firft  difeovered  by  him,  and  called 
Moor  Balls,  the  Conferva  JEgagropila  of 
Linn^us  (gi), 

Mr.  Watson,  about  this  time,  was  the 
firft,  as  I apprehend,  who  communicated  to 
the  Englif  reader,  an  Account  of  a Re- 
volution which  was  about  to  take  place 
among  the  learned,  in  Botany  and  Zoolo- 
gy, refpeCting  the  removal  of  a large  body 
of  marine  productions,"  which*  had  hereto- 
fore been  ranked  among  vegetables  ; but 
which  were  now  proved  to  be  of  animal 
origin,  and  ftand  under  the  name  of  Zoo- 
phytes, in  the  prefent  Syfte?n  of  Nature.  It 

{m)  Phil.  Trnnf'  C)L  xlvii.  p.  428. 

(«)  Ib.  p.  498. 
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may  be  eafily  feen  that  this  refpedls'  the 
Corals,  Corallines,  Efchara^  Madrepores, 
Sponges,  &c.  and  although  even  Gesner, 
Imperatus,  and  Rumphius,  had  fomc 
obfcure  ideas  relating  to  the  dubious  ftruc- 
ture  of  this  clafs,  yet  the  full  difcovery,  that 
thefe  fubftances  were  the  fabrications  of 
Polypes,  was  owing  to  M.  Peyssonnel, 
phyfician  at  Guadaloupe.  This  gentleman 
had  imbibed  this  opinion  firft,  in  1723,  at 
Marfeilles  -y  and  confirmed  it,  in  1725,  on 
the  coaft  of  Barbary,  While  in  Guada-- 
loupe,  he  wrote  a volume  of  400  pages  in 
,4°,  in  proof  of  this  fubjeft,  which  he  tranf- 
mitted  in  manufcript  to  ihe  Royal  So- 
ciety of  London,  This  treatife,  in  which 
the  author  feemed  to  have  put  the  matter 
out  of  doubt,  as  to  the  animal  origin  of 
thefe  bodies,  was  tranflated,  analyzed,  and 
abridged,  in  1752,  by  Mr.  Watson ; 
-and  publifhed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf-^ 

' aBions  ((?),  at  a time  when  the  learned 
were  wavering  in  their  opinions  on  this 
matter.  M.  Trembly’s  inveftigation  re- 

(0)  Vol,  xlvii.  p.  44.5 — 469. 
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fpcdting  the  Frefh -Water  Polypes  had  pav- 
ed the  way  for  the  reception  of  Peysson- 
nel's  truths ; and  Mr.  Watson  himfelf, 
in  company  with  M.  Trembly,  had  an 
opportunity,  on  the  coaft  of  SuJfeXy  when 
on  a vifit  at  the  Duke  of  Richmond’s,  in 
one  of  thofe  annual  excurfions  (/>)  which 
for  many  years  he  leldom  failed  to  make  in 
the  fummer  feafon,  of  verifying  M.  Peys- 


ip)  It  may  gratify  the  curiofity  of  fame,  who  reverence 
the  name  of  Mr.  Ray,  to  be  informed,  that  in  one  of 
thefe  excurfions,  Dr.  Watson  was  led,  by  his  refpe(R  to 
the  memory  of  that  great  and  good  man,  to  vifit  the  fpot 
where  he  had  lived  at  Black  Notley^  in  EJJex,  This  was 
in  the  year  1760.  To  Dr,  Watson  this  was  clallical 
ground.  I was  informed  hy  him,  at  that  time,  that  he 
found  Mr.  Ray’s  monument  removed  out  of  the  church, 
where  it  formerly  Rood,  into  the  church* yard,  and  hardly 
vifible  for  brambles  : thefe  he  had  removed  while  he 

I 

Rayed.  That  he  found  the  houfe  in  a Rate  which  indicated 
no  alteration  having  taken  place,  except  what  more  than 
half  a century  of  time  might  be  fuppofed  neceflarily  to 
iiave  occafioned ; unlefs  that  indeed  fome  of  the  windows 
were  ftopped  up  to  fave  the  tax ; and  that  the  orchard 
bore  all  the  appearance  of  being,  as  near  as  poflible,  in  the 
Rate  in  which  it  muft  have  been  in  Mr.  Ray’s  life-time. 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  knew  little  of  him ; 
and  the  people  of  the  houfe  had  only  heard  that  he  was  a 
great  traveller. 
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SON N el's  lyftem>  in  viewing  the  Polypes 
of  the  Corallines  i 

In  i753>  was  printed^  An  Account  of 
the  Second  Volume  of  the  F/ora  Sibirica 
of  Gmelin  exhibiting  feme  extraAs 
relating  to  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
in  Siberia,  by  the  decoftion  of  a fpecies 
of  Cirjium,  and  an  Iris : and  on  the  diftiU 
lation  of  a fpirituous  liquor  from  the  (y) 
Spondylium,  or  Cow-Parfnep- 

In  the  fame  volume  of  the  Frdnfddlions  (r)  ^ 
fome  Obfervations,  tending  to  determine 
what  was  the  Byjfus  of  the  antients  ^ occa- 
fioned  by  a fubftance  which  was  fent  over 
byProfeflbr  Bose,  of  Wittemberg.  It  prov- 
ed to  be  no  other  than  the  common  ByJJus , 
velutina^  in  a bleached  ftate ; whereas  the 
Byjfus  of  the  antients  was  judged  by  Mr. 
Watson  to  be,  moft  probably,  a Cotton ; 
which  is  confirmed  in  a very  elaborate  and 
critical  Diflertation,  written  by  Dr/jRra- 
holdYoK^T^K,  and  publifhed  in  1776, 
Remarks,  additional  to  thofe  of  _ Dr. 
Martyn,  on  the  Sex  of  the  Holly -Sir  ee 

(q)  PhlL  Irani  Vol.  xlvili.  p.  141 — 152. 


(r)  Ib.  p.  358. 
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which  juftified  the  removal  of  it  from  the 
Tietrandrous  to  the  Potygamous  clafs  (j*) . 

Some  Obfervations  upon  the  Agaric 
lately  applied  after  Amputations,  with  re- 
gard  to  the  determining  its  Species  (/).” 
Some  doubts  had  arifen  relating  to  the  exadt 
fpecies  of  the  Styptic  Agaric^  which  had 
juft  then  excited  the  attention  of  the  fur- 
geons,  both  in  France  and  England.  Mr.' 
Watson  having  written  afterwards  to 
M.  Bernard  Jussieu  at  Paris,  was  aflur- 
ed  that  the  French  furgeons  had  ufed  the 
Agaricus pedis  equini facie ofTouRNEFORT, 
which  is  the  Boletus  igniarius  Lin.  {u). 

In  1754,  Mr.  Watson  wrote  an  Ac- 
count of  the  lirft  Edition  of  the  Species 
Plant  arum  of  Lin  us  ^ which  was  pub- 
liftied  in  the  Gentleman  s Magazine,  p.  555 
for  that  year.  It  is  not  only  highly  worthy 
of  being  read,  for  the  ufeful  information, 
and  curious  critical  matter  it  contains ; but 
alfo  on  account  of  its  having  produced  fror^ 
that  celebrated  ProfelTor,  a handfome  letter, 

(j)  PhilTranf.  Vol.  xlviii.  p.  615. 

(t)  lb.  p.  811. 

(«)  Ib.  Vol.  xlix.  p.  23. 
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written  in  Latin ; in  which  he  takes  occa- 
fion  to  acknowledge  the  candour,  and  Ikill 
of  the  author,  ip  high  terms  j and  vindi- 
cates hirnfelf  for  having,  in  his  work  above- 
mentioned,  given  to  the  Meadta  (a  plant  fo 
called  by  Catesby,  in  honour  of  Dr. 
Meap)  a diiFerent  name.  Linn.®:us’s 
Letter  was  printed  the  fucceeding  year,  in 
the  fame  publication  {w). 

In  1758,  he  had  occafion,to  confirm  the 
fatal  effedts  of  the  Oenanthe  crocata,  or 
Hemlock  Dropwprt,  by  the  death  of  a per- 
fon  at  Havant^  in  Hampjhire^  from  having 
taken  about  four  fpoonfuls  of  the  juice  of 
the  root,  inflead  of  that  of  the  Water-Parf- 
nep.  It  was  obferved,  that  in  this  in- 
ftance,  as  in  that  of  the  French  prifbners, 
all  the  fufferers  were  affedted  with  the 
locked  jaw  {x). 

Thefe  talents,  it  may  be  eafily  imagined, 
rendered  him  a welcome  vifitor  to  Sir 

Hans 

(w)  Gent.  Mag.  Vol.  xxv.  p.  317, 

(x)  Phil.  Tranf,  Vol.  I.  p.  856 — 9. 

I take  this  opportunity  to  remark  alfo,  that,  in  the  cafe 
of  a young  woman  poifoned  by  the  fame  means,  which 
is  printed  in  the  5th  volume  of  the  London  Medical  Jour- 

X 3 nal-y 
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Hans  Sloan E,  who  had  retired  to  Chel^ 
fea  in  1740.  In  fail,  he  enjoyed  no  fmall 
fhare  of  the  fayour  and  efteem  of  that 
vxteran  in  fcience;  and  was  honoured  fo 
far,  as  to  be  nominated  one  of  the  Truftees 
of  the  Britifh  Mufeum  by  Sir  Hans  him^ 
felf,  who  died  Jan.  ii,  1753. 

After  its  eftabliihment  in  Montagu  Houfe,, 
Mr.  Watson  was  very  affiduous,  not  only 
in  the  internal  arrangement  of  fubjedts,  but 
alfo  in  getting  the  garden  furniihed  with 
plants  ; infpmuch  that,  in  the  firft  year  of 
its  eflablifliment,  in  1756,  it  contained  no 
-fewer  than  600  fpecies,  all  in  a flputifhing 
ftate. 

flaving  given  ample  fpecimens  of  the  ge- 
nius and  abilities  of  Mr.  Watson,  as  a na- 
turalift,  we  mtift  now  confider  his  talents  in 
fome  other  branches  of  knowledge.  Among 
thefe;  nothing  contributed  fo  much  to  ex- 
tend bis  fame,  and  enlarge  his  connexions 
with  men  of  fcience,  as  his  difcoveries  in 

nal^  p.  192 — 193.  fubfequent  enquiry  has  convinced  me, 
that  the  incapacity  of  fwallowing,  with  which  ftie  was 
affected  before  her  death,  arofe  from  the  fame  affetftion  pf 
the  jaw. 
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cledlrlcity.  He  became  early  enamoured 
with  the  phenomena  of  this/  wonderful 
agent  in  nature;  an  attention  to  which  had 
been  fome  time  before  excited,  among  the 
philofophers  of  Europe ; and  particularly  in 
Englandy  by  Mr.  Stephen  Gray,  of  the 
Charter -Houfe;  Granville  Wnie.'L-E.Ry  Efq; 
Dr.  Desaguliers  ; and  others. 

About  the  year  1744,  Mr.  Watson 
took  it  up,  and.  made  feveral  important  dif- 
coveries  in  it.  At  this  time,  it  was  no. 
fmall  advancement  in  the  progrefs  of  elec- . 
tricity,  to  be  able  to  fire  fpirit  of  wine.  He 
was  the  firft  in  England  who  effedled  this, 
and  he  performed  it,  both  by  the  dlredly 
and  the  repul/ive  power  of  electricity.  He 
afterwards  fired  inflammable  air,  gunpow- 
der, , and  inflammable  oils,  by  the  fame 
means.  He  alfo  inftituted  feveral  other 
experiments,  which  helped  to  enlarge  the 
power  of  the  eleCtrician ; but  the  moft 
important  of  his  difcoveries  was,  the  prov-  ? 
ing,  that  the  eleCtric  power  was  not  created  • 
by  the  globe  or  tube,  but  only  collected  by 
them.  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Wil^ 
X 4 SON, 
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SON,  were  alike  fortunate,  about  the  lame 
time.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  the  extreme  utility 
of  this  difcovery  in  conducing  all  fubfe- 
quent  experiments.  It  foon  led  to  what 
he  called  the  circulation  of  the  ekdtric 

matter.” 

Belides  thefe  valuable  difcoveries,  the 
Hiftorian  of  Eledricity  informs  us,  that 
Mr.  Watson  firft  obferved  the  different 
colour  of  the  fpark,  as  drawn  from  diffe- 
rent bodies  •,  that  eledlricity  fuffered  no  re- 
fradtion  in  paffing  through  glafs ; that  the 
power  of  eleftricity  was  not  affed:ed  by  the 
prefence  or  abfence  of  fire,  fince  the  fparks 
were  equally  flrong  from  a freezing  mix- 
ture, as  from  red  hot  iron ; that  flame  and 
fmoke  were  conduSors  of  eledlricity ; and 
that  the  fcroke  was,  as  the  points  of  contact 
of  the  non-eleftrics  on  the  outfide  of  the 
glafs.  This  invefligation  led  to  the  coat- 
ing of  phials,  in  order  to  increafe  the  power 
of  accumulation ; and  qualified  him  emi- 
nently to  be  the  principal  aftor  in  thofe 
famous  experiments,  which  were  made  on 
the  ^hanies^  and  at  Shooter  s Hilly  in  the 
■ 3 years 
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years  1747  and  1748;  in  one  of  which^  the 
cledirical  circuit  was  extended  four  miles, 
in  order  to  prove  the  velocity  of  eleftricity ; 
the  refult  of  which  convinced  the  atten- 
dants that  it  was  indantaneous  (7.) 

It  ought  alfb  to  be  remembered,  that 

{y)  ^ Thefe,  and  other  experiments,  were  made  in  fo 
< great  a ftyle,  and  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  to  draw  the  ap- 
‘ probation  and  applaufe  of  almoft  all  fucceedihg  philo- 
‘ fophers  in  that  branch.  Among  others,  the  celebrated 
‘ Volta  has  given  him  teftimony  of  the  excellence  and 
‘ greatnefs  of  his  experiments,  in  a paper  publifhed  within 
‘ thefe  few  years.  In  that  paper,  he  fhews  how  fimplc 
‘ ele61:rical  condu61:ors  might  be  fo  conftru6ted,  as  not 
‘ only  to  give  (hocks  like  the  Leyden  phial,  but  even  fuch 
‘ as  are  fufficiently  powerful  to  kill  large  animals,  and  to 
‘ equal  the  efFe6fs  of  lightning.  He  however  exprefles 
‘ his  defpair  of  ever  feeing  fuch  put  into  execution  ; but 
* adds— ‘‘  Un  Watson  forfe  fat  ebbe  tentato  di  farlo^  &c, 
^ A Watson  perhaps  might  be  tempted  to  make  the 
experiment : he  who  for  another  purpofe  (which  was, 
that  he  might  (hew  the  extreme  velocity,  with  which 
the  electrical  power  communicated  itfelf,  from  one  ex- 
tremity  of  a conductor  to  the  other,  however  great  its 
length)  extended  infulated  iron  wires  to  more  than  two 
‘‘  miles  in  length ; and  to  whom,  on  account  of  thefe  very 
“ experiments,  Muschenbroek  took  occafion  to  addrefs 
himfelf  as  follows  : MagnificentiJJimis  tuis  experimentis 
^^fuperajii  conatus  omnium.  See  a paper  in  Opere  Scelti  di 
Milano  date  Como  20  Aug.  1778.” 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Watson  condudled  fome  other  expe- 
i^iinents,  with  -fo  much  fagacity  and  addrefs, 
relating  to  the  impradlicability  of  tranf- 
mitting  odours,  and  the  power  of  purgatives 
through  glafs ; and  thofe  relating  to  the 
exhibition  of  what  was  called  the  “ Glory 
round  the  Head,’'  or  the  ‘‘  Beatification,’' 
boafted  to  have  been  done  by  fome  philofo- 
phers  on  the  continent ; that  he  procured, 
at  length,  an  acknowledgment  from  Mr. 
Bose,  of  what  he  called  an  Embellifii- 
ment,”  in  conducting  the  experiments ; 
a procedure  totally  incompatible  with  the 
true  fpirit  of  a philofopher  ! 

Mr.  Watson’s  firfl;  papers  on  thefubjeCt' 
of  Eledricity,  were  addreffed,  in  three  let- 
ters, to  Martin  Folkes,  Efq;  Prefident  of 
the  Royal  Society,  dated  in  March,  April,  ' 
and  October  1745  ; and  were  publifhed  in 
the  Fbilofophical  FranfaBions  {z),  under  the 
title  of  “ Experiments  and  Obfervations 
tending  to  illuftrate  the  Nature  and  Pro- 
perties  of  EleCtricity.”  Thcfe  were  fol- 
lowed in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year 

• (z)  Phil  Tranf  Vol.  xliii.  p.  481—501.  and  Vpl. 
xllv.  p.  695 — 704. 

- ■ (i746) 


(.1-746)  Farther  Experiments,  &c. 
aad  thefe  by  A Sequel  to  the  Experi- 
ments,  &c/’ 

Thefe  traces  were  coll^cSed,  and  fepa- 
rately  publifhed  in  oftavo^  and  reached  to 
a third  or  fourth  edition.  They  were  of  fo 
interefting  a nature,  that  they  gave  him 
the  lead,  as  it  were,  in  this  branch  of  phi-r 
lofophy ; and  were  not  only  the  means  of 
raifing  him  to  a high  degree  pf  eftimation 
at  home,  but  of  extending  his  fame 
throughout  all  Europe.  His  houfe  became 
the  relbrt  pf  the  moft  ingenious  and  illuf- 
trious  experimental  philofophers  that  Eng^ 
land  could  boaft. 

Several  of  the  nobility  attended  on  theie 
pccafons;  and  his  prefent  Majefty  George 
III,  when  Prince  of  WaleSy  honoured  him 
with  his  prefence.  In  fad,  there  needs  no 
greater  confirmation  of  his  merit,  at  that 
early  time,  as  an  eledrician,  than  the  pub- 
He  teftimony  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
Royal  Society,  which,  in  1745,  prefented 
him  with  Sir  Copley’s  medal,  for 

his  difeoveries  in  eledricity, 

(a)  Phil.  Tranf.  Vol,  xliv.  p,  749. 

‘ After 
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After  tills  mark  of  diftinflion,  Mr. Wat- 
son continued  to  profecute  eledlrical  ftudies^ 
and  experiments,  and  to  write  on  the  fub- 
jedl  for  naany  years.  Between  the  year 
1745,  the  date  of  his  firft  paper,  and  the 
year  1764,  that  .of  the  laft,  we  find  all  thofe' 
papers  which  I have  recited  belo^v 

After 

(b)  Obfervatlons  upon  To  much  of  Monfieur  k Mou- 
NiER  the  younger’s  Memoir,  lately  prefented  to  the 
Royal  Society,  as  relates  to  the  Communication  of  the 
Eledrk  Virtue  to  Non-ele&ks.  Jan.  1746-7.  Vol. 
Xliv.  p.  388—395. 

A CoIIe£i:ion  of  Ele£lrical  Experiments,  Vol.  xlv. 
p.  49 — 92.  Thefe  were  tlie  firft  experiments  made  by 
Mr.  Watson  to  determine  the  yelocity  of  eleiftricity, 
and  the  diftance  to  which  its  power  might  be  carried; 
niade  on  the  Thames,  in  July  and  Auguft,  1747. 

Further  Enquiries  into  the  Nature  and  Properties  of 
Electricity.  Jan.  1748*  lb.  p.  93 — 120. 

F.xperiments  made  to  determine  the  abfolute  Velocity 
of  Electricity.  Oct.  174B.  Ib.  p.  491 — 6.  Made  at 
Shoi^ter's  HilL 

A Letter  from  Mr.  William  Watson,  F.  R.S,  to  the 
Royal  Society,  declaring  that  he,  as  well  as  many  others, 
have  not  been  able  to  make  Odours  pafs  through  Glafs,  by 
means  of  Eledlricity ; and  giving  a particular  Account  of 
Profeflbr  Bose  at  Wittemherg^  his  Experiment  of  Beatific 
cation^  or  caufing  a Glory  to  appear  round  a Man"§ 
Head  by  Electricity.  March  i.  1750.  Vol.  xlvi.  p. 
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After  writing  the  laft  of  thefe,  be  was.  ap- 
pointed, by  the  Royal  Society,  one  of  the 
Committee  in  1772,  to  examine  into  the 
ftate  of  the  powder-magazines  at  Fiirjieet ; 
and  Vv^ith  the  Honourable  Mr.  Cavendish, 
Dr.  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Robertson, 

fixed 

An  Account  of  Mr.  B,  Franklin’s  Treatife,  inti  tied. 
Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  Eledfricity,  made  at 
Philadelphia^  in  America P June  6,  1 751.'  Vol.  xlvil. 
p.  202—210. 

An  Account  of  ProfefTor  Winkler’s  Experiments 
relating  to  Odours  palling  through  elecfrifed  Globes  and 
Tubes,  &c. ; with  an  Account  of  fome  Experiments  made 
Eere  with  Globes  and  T ubes  tranfmitted  from  Leipftc^  by 
Mr.  Winkler.  June  20,  1751.  Ib.  p.  231 — 240^ 
An  Account  of  the  Phae.nomena  of  EleSlriciiy  in  Vacuo  j 
with  fome  Obfervations.  Feb,  1752.  Ib.  362  — 
375- 

A Letter  concerning  the  Eledfrical  Experiments  in 
England^  upon  Thunder  Clouds.  Dec.  2i,  1752.  Ib. 

,.567—570- 

An  Anfwer  to  Dr,  Lining’s  Qi.iery,  relating  to  the 
Death  of  ProfelTor  Richman.  July  4,  1754.  Vol. 
xlviii.  p.  765 — 772. 

An  Account  of  Abbe  Nolet’s  Treatife  concerning 
Eleciricity,  extradled  and  tranflated  from  the  French. 
May  17,  1753.  Ib.  p.  201 — 216. 

An  Account  of  Dr.  Bohadsch’s  “ Differiatio  Philo^ 
fiphico-medico  de  XJtilitate  EkFtrijatiinh  in  curandU  Morhis'V 

printed 
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•fixed  on  pointed  conduftor^  as  preferable  id 
blunt  ones  ; and  again,  was  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  1778,  after  the  experiments  of 
Mr.  Wilson  in  the  Pantheon. 

printed  at  Prague  in  1751.  Extracted  and  tranflated 
from  the  Latin,  Jan.  23,  1752.  Vol.  xlvii.  p.  345— 
351- 

An  Account  of  Dr.  Bianchini’s  Recueil  d' Expert^ 
ences  faites  d Venice  fur  le  Medicine  Elcdiriqued'  March  12, 
1752.  Ib,  p.  399—406. 

An  Account  of  a 'Treatlfe  in  French^  intitled  “ Lettres 
fur  rEIe^ricite  f by  the  Abbe  Nolet.  Dec.  17,  1761. 
Vol.  lii.  p.  336— 343. 

Suggeffions  concerning  the  preventing  the  Mifchiefs 
which  happen  to  Ships  and  their  Mafts  by  Lightning ; in 
a Letter  to  George  Lord  Anson,  Firft  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. Dec.  1762.  Ib.  p.  629—635. 

Obfervations  on  the  Effects  of  Lightning;  with  an  Ac- 
count of  the  Apparatus  propofed  to  prevent  its  Mifchiefs 
to  Buildings,  more  particularly  to  Powder  Mills.  Being 
Anfwers  to  certain  Queftions  propofed  by  M,  Calan- 
DRINI,  of  June  28,  1764.  Vol.  liv.  p.  201 — > 

227.  Including  an  Account  of  the  Mifchief  St.  Bridds 
Steeple  fuftained  by  Lightning  on  the’  i8th  of  June' 
1764. 
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Account  of  Sir  William  Watfon  continued  — His 
great  acquaintance  with  the  'police  of  the  city  of 
London  — Mi/cellaneous  papers  written  by  him 
•^His  trails  on  medical  JuhjeSis  printed  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfaftions  — Zoological  pa- 
pers — Created  DoSior  of  Phyftc  by  the  Univer- 
fities  of  Halle  and  Wittemberg — His  experi- 

ments on  inoculation — His  medical  writings  in  the 
London  Medical  Obfervations  — Conftituted 
one  of  the  Vice-Prefidents  of  the  Royal  Society 
— EleEled  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyiicians 
— Has  the  honour  of  knighthood  conferred  on 
him — His  death  ^ and  char  abler. 

WATSON. 

\ S Mr.  Watson  had  con  Ran  tly  lived, 
J-  in  Londoriy  he  had  been  a curious 
obferver  of  the  wonderful  jncreafe  and  im- 
provement of  that  vaft  city.  He  was  ac- 
quainted, in  no  ordinary  degree,  with  its 
hiftory,  and  its  police  in  general ; and  had 
particularly  attended  to  thofe  circumftances 
that  were  more  immediately  the  objedls  of 

the 
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the  philofopher  and  the  phyfician.  This 
knowledge  enabled  him  frequently  to  fug- 
geft  ufeful  hints ; one  of  which  highly  de- 
ferves  to  be  mentioned,  as  it  refpedts  an 
objedl  of  great  importance  to  thie  public. 
In  the  hard  winter  of  1756,  he  wrote 
Some  Obfervations  on  preventing  the 
freezing  of  Water  in  the  Leaden  Pipes 
of  the  City  of  London i*  occafioned  by 
the  injudicious  and  ineffedlu^l  method, 
pradlifed  frequently,  of  ftrewing  dung  in 
the  ftreets  over  the  pipes.  Thefe  were 
printed  in  the  Gentleman* s Magazine  {a)  for 
January  1757,  p.  6.  in  which  is  pointed 

(«)  The  method  was  limply  by  means  of  two  addi- 
tional brafs  cocks.  One  to  be  infer  ted  into  the  leaden 
pipe,  two  feet  before  it  comes  into  the  air,  guarded  by  a 
wooden  cafe,  filled  up  with  horfe  litter,  and  reaching  near 
to  the  furface  of  the  ground,  and  covered  over,  even  with 
the  ground,  by  a brick  or  ftone.  This  is  to  ferve  as  a 
Hop-cock,  and  to  be  turned  by  the  help  of  an  iron  key. 
The  other  cock  is  to  be  faftened  to  the  leaden  pipe  in 
the  open  air,  in  any  part  of  its  length,  provided  it  be 
fomewhat  below  the  level  of  the  ftop-cock.  This  is  in- 
ierted  funply  to  empty  the  leaden  pipe  of  ail  its  water, 
after  it  has  been  turned  off  by. the  flop-cock.  From  the 
defer iption  of  tliis  apparatus,  the  method  of  ufing  it  is  ob- 
vious. 


out 
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out  a fuccefsful  method  of  efFedling  the 
purpofe,  which  he  had  himfelf  employed 
in  the  fevere  winter  of  1739-40.  Other 
inftances,  befides  this,  occur,  of  his  atten- 
tion to  whatever  might  advance  the  wel-  - 
fare  of  the  public.  So  early  as  the  year 
3742,  he  had  laid  before  the  Royal  So- 
ciety ‘‘  Some  Obfervations  upon  Mr.  Sut-> 

‘‘  ton\  Invention  to  extraft  the  foul  and 
ftinking  from  the  Well  and  other 
Parts  of  Ships:  With  critical  Remarks 
upon  the  Ufe  of  Windfalls.”  In  which 
he  fuggefts  feveral  improvements  in  that 
ufeful  invention  {U). 

In  1753,  he  publifhed  Mr.  Appleby  % 
Procefs  for  rendering  Sea- water  frefh  {c). 

In  1768,  an  Account  of  Mr.  Charles 
Miller’s  Experime/its  on  the  fowing  of 
Wheat,  and  dividing  the  Root ; by  which 
means  were  produced,  in  one  year,  from 
one  grain,  21,109  which  yielded  three 
pecks  and  three  quarters  of  clean  corn, 
weighing  forty-feven  pounds  feven  ounces ; 

[h)  PhiL  Tranf.  Voi.  xlii.  p.  62 — 70, 

(f)  Vol.  xlviii.  p.  69. 

VoL.  II.  Y 
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and  the  number  of  grains,  calculated  by  the 
number  in  one  ounce,  might  be  576,840  (J). 
It  is  to  be  feared  that  this  method  can 
fcarcely  be  reduced  to  advantageous  pradtice 
on  a large  and  agricultural  plan. 

In  the  fame  year,  an  Account  of  the  Oil 
extradled  from  the  American  Earth-nut,  or, 
more  properly.  Ground  Peafe  l^e).  This 
plant,  like  a few  others  of  the  fame  clafs, 
has  the, lingular  property  of  protruding  its 
feed-veflel  into  the  ground,  where  it  ripens 
the  fruit ; hence  it  is  named  by  Ray,  Ara-^ 
chis  Hypogaios.  The  oil  of  this  pulfe  is  fo 
mild  and  well  tailed,  and  withal  fo  eafily 
procured,  that  it  might  bid  fair  to  fuper- 
fede  that  of  olives,  or  even  oil  of  almonds. 
It  is  cultivated  in  North  Carolina^-  and 
mi^ht  advantageouily  be  raifed  in  the  Sugar 
Iflands  (/). 

As  from  the  earliefl  times  of  the  Royal- 
Society,  it  had  been  cuilomary  to  requeil  of 
fome  member,  properly  qualified  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  fabjedl,  to  review,  and 

{d)  Phil.  Pranf,  Vol.  kiii.  p.  203. 

{e)  Arachis  hypogsea  Lin,  Spec,  Plaiit,  p.  1040. 

(/)  PhlL  Pranf,  Vol.  lix.  p.  379 — 383. 
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lay  before  that  body  at  their  ufual  meetings, 
any  fuch  extrads  from  the  numerous  pub- 
lications which  were  fent  to  the  Society^ 
relating  to  difcoveries  in  philofophy  and  the 
arts,  as  promifed  to  be  of  general  utility, 
that  they  might  be  recorded  in  the  Philofo-- 
phkal  Pranfadiions^'  this  office  did  not  un- 
frequently  fall  upon  Mr.  Wa'tson.  We 
find  feverab  papers  of  this  nature  bearing 
his  name.  Befides  thofe  which  I have  enu- 
merated, relating  to  natural  hiftory  ftridlly, 
and  eledricity,  are  the  following,  aS-  re- 
cited below  (g)’. 

Of  his  produdions  which  have  a more 
immediate  reference  to  phyfic,  the  firft  was 
publiffied  in  the  Philofophical  T ranfaElions^ 
N°  459.  A Cafe  wherein  Part  of  the 
Lungs  were  coughed  up/’  And  in  the 
fucceeding  Number,  An  Obfervation  re- 

(^)  An  Account  of  a Book,  intitled  “ De  quampluri^ 
mis  Phcfphoris  nunc  primum  dcteSlh  Commentarius  Audtore 
'Jac,  BarthoL  Beccario.*^  4”^  Bolog'.  1744.  Feb.  1746. 
Vol,  xliv.  p.  81 — 91. 

An  Account  of  a Treatlfe  in  La'tWy  dedicated  to  the 
Boyal  Society,  intitled  Commentatio  de  Prangativa  ^her- 
‘martim  CarGlinarum  in  dijjohendo  Calculo  Verica  pra  Aqua 
Cidcis  vivts^  AuM*  G.  C,  Springsfeldd^  Vol.  xlix.  p.  895 
‘'—906. 
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lating  to  Hydatides  voided  per  Vagi^ 
nem 

In  1744,  an  Account,  and  Analyfis,  of  a 
Stone,,  v^hich,  when  firft  taken  out  of  the 
ftomach  of  a coach-horfe,  weighed  three 
pounds  two  ounces  avoirdupois  weight,  and 
meafured  feventeen  inches  by  fixteen. 

On  examination,  it  appeared  to  be  not  fo 
much  a concretion  of  the  kind  called  Ega^ 
gropildy  as  of  the  bexoardic  texture  (/).  Mr. 
Watson  had  afterwards  an  opportunity  of 
exhibiting  to  the  Society  2.  Calculus^  taken 
from  the  belly  ot  a mare,  which  weighed 
fifteen  pounds  twelve  ounces.  Even  this, 
however,  was  exceeded  by  one  from  a dray- 
horfe  belonging  to  Sir  Henry'Hicks  at  Dept- 
fordy  which  weighed  nineteen  pounds,  ex- 
clufive  of  fome  of  the  crufl  broken  off  (/J). 

In  1749,  he  laid  before  the  Royal  Socie- 
ty, An  Account  of  the  Vomito  Prieto  of 
CarthagenaJ'  called  on  the  fpot  La  Chap- 
petonade.  This  was  extradfed  from  Don 
Ulloa's  Voyage  to  South  America y juft 

(/;)  PhiL  VgI.  xliii.  p.  623.  and  p,  711. 

(/)  ib.  p.  268. 

(/^)  Vol.  xlviii.  p.  8co. 
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then  publifhed  Madrid  (/).  This  difeafe 
is  defcrlbed  by  Sauvages  under  the  name 
of  Vo?nitus  rabtofus. 

In  the  fame  volume,  Cafes  of  the  Fce^ 
“ tus  in  liter 0 being  differently  affefted  by 
the  Small-pox/’  In  one  of  thefe,  a fe- 
male child  was  born  with  evident,  marks  of 
the  fmall-pox  upon  her,  and  was  not  fuf- 
ceptible  of  the  difeafe  when  inoculated  at 
four  years  old  with  her  brother,  who  palfed 
through  it  very  favourably.  The  girl  grew 
pale,  and  loft  her  appetite  j but  her  indif- 
pofition  wore  off  in  two  or  three  days.  The 
other  is  the  cafe  of  a lady,  who  had  the 
fmall-pox  to  a great  degree  when  feven 
months  gone  with  child,  which  was  at  the 
fame  period  of  pregnancy  under  which  the 
mother  of  the  above-mentioned  child  paffed 
through  the  diftemper.  The  offspring  of 
this  lady,  however,  went  through  the  dif- 
eafe in  the  natural  way,  at  the  age  of  four 
or  five  years  {jn) . 

All  who  were  acquainted  with  the  ex- 

(/)  PhiL  Tranf,  VoL  xlvi.  p.  1 34* 

{rn)  lb.  p.  235. 
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tent  of  Mr.  Watson’s  knowledge  in  the 
pradice  of  pbyfic,  in  natural  hiftory,  and 
experimental  philofophy,  were  not  furprifed 
to  fee  him  rife  into  the  higher  line  of  his 
profeffion.  This  event  took  place  in  1757, 
previous  to  which  he  had  been  chofen  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Madrid  \ 
and  he  was  created  doftor  of  phyfic  by  the 
Univerfity  of  Halle,  under  a diploma,  bear- 
ing date  September  the  6th.  The  fame  ho- 
nour was  conferred  upon  him  by  that  odWit-- 
temberg  about  the  fame  time.  Soon  after 
which  he  was  disfranchifed  from  the  Com- 
pany of  Apothecaries.  He  became  a li- 
centiate of  the  College  of  Phylicians  in 

1759-^ 

This  alteration  in  his  circumftances  and 
profpefts,  hazardous  as  it  might  be  confi- 
dered  by  fome,  occafioned  no  diminution  in 
his  emoluments,  but  far  the  contrary.  He 
had  before  this  time  removed  from  Alderf^- 
gate  Street  to  Lincoln  s Inn  Fields,  where  he 
lived  the  remainder  of  his  days ; and  now 
he  found  himfelf  at  greater  liberty  to  purfue 
his  ftudies,  and  carry  on  at  more  leifure  the 
extenfive  literary  connnexion  in  which  he 

was 
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was  engaged,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  He 
kept  up  a clofe  correfpondence  with  Dr.  - 
Huxh  AM  .for  many  years.  We  find  among 
his  correfpondents  abroad,  the  names  of 
M.  Peyssonnel,  Clairaut,  Bose,  the 
Abbe  Nollet,  M.  Allemand,  M.  Jusr 
siEU,  and  many  others,  as  may  be  feen  from 
the  letters  communicated  by  him  to  the 
Royal  Society. 

In  Odtober  1762,  Dr.  Watson  was 
chofen  one  of  the  phyficians  to  the  Found- 
ling Hofpital,  which  office  he  held  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

We  find  alfo  two  zoological  articles  laid 
before  the  Royal  Society  by  Dr.  Watson. 
The  firfi:  of  thefe  relates  to  the  infeft  called 
the  Vegetable  Fly^  which  had  im.pofed  on 
the  credulity  of  many,  under  the  idea  of  its 
being  an  infed:  flying  about  with  a vegetable 
growing  on  its  back : whereas  in  fad  it 
was  nothing  more  than  a fungus  of  the 
Clavaria  genus,  growing  from  the  dead 
nymph  of  a Cicada,  as  well  as  from  any 
other  putrid  animal  fubflances  («).  The 
firft  author  who  feems  to  have  counte- 
(w)  PhlL  Tranf,  Vol.  llii.  p.  271.  tab,  23. 

Y 4 nanced 
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nanced  this  error,  was  Father  Torrubia, 
in  his  Apparato  para  la  Hijloria  naturali 
EfpariolaP'  printed  at  Madrid,  Fol.  1754. 
He  defcribes  and  figures  a prickly  plant, 
vegetating  from  a dead  wafp.  Both  thefe 
produftions  are  figured  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
in  the  third  part  of  his  Gleanings,”  tab. 

335>  336- 

The  fecond  paper  is  a Defcription,  ac- 
companied by  a large  engraving  of  the 
American  Armadillo,  called  Dafypus  no-- 
vemcindtiis  by  Linnaeus,  the  nine-banded 
Armadillo  (<5).  , 

In  1758,  was  printed  part  of  a letter  to 
Dr.  Huxham,  being  an  account  of  fomie 
extraordinary  effeils  arifing  from  convul- 
fions,  in  a young  lady,  which  ended  in  a 
deprivation  of  fpeech,  and  temporary  blind - 
nefs.  Thefe  fymptoms  lafted  fourteen 
months,  and  were  at  laft  fuddenly  removed 
after  fhe  had  heated  herfelf  by  four  hours 
dancing  (7?). 

“ Some  Obfervations  relating  to  the  Lyn-- 
**  curium  of  the  Antients tending  to  prove 

((?)  Phil.  Tranf,  Vol.  liv.  p.  57.  t.  7. 

{})  Ib.  Vol.  1.  p.  743. 
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that  It  was  the  T^ourmalm  of  the  mo- 
derns [q).  ^ 

In  'I762,  a Letter  to  Dr.  Huxham, 
containing  fome  Remarks  on  the  Injiuenza 
of  that  year,  and  on  the  Dyfentery  which 
fucceeded  it  (r) . 

Obfervations  upon  the  Effedls  of  Elec- 
tricity, applied  to  a Tetanus,  or  mufcular 
rigidity,  of  four  months  continuance.  For 
the  firft  three  weeks  the  ftiffnefs  was  con- 
fined to  the  jaw,  but  afterwards  extended 
to  a total  rigidity  of  the  fpine.  Eledlriza- 
tion  was  continued  for  ten  weeks  with  a 
fenfible  advantage,  and  the  girl  was  wholly 
reftored  to  health  (r). 

In  1764,  Dr.  Watson  laid  before  the 
'Royal  Society  An  Account  of  what  ap- 
peared  on  opening  the  Body  of  an  Afth- 
matic  Perfon.''  This  was  a young  man, 
aged  twenty-eight,  who  died  after  being 
affliited  with  an  afthma  only  two  months. 
The  lungs  were  found  in  an  extraordinarily 
‘emphyfematous  ftate,  and  the  pulmonary 

(q)  PhiL  Pranf.  Vol.  li.  p.  aqA, 

' (r)  lb.  Vol.  lii.  p.  646. 

(^)  Ib.  Vol.  liii,  p.  10—26. 
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vein  varicofe  in  a great  degree.  A forenefs 
of  the  cheft,  fucceeded  by  a cough  and  a 
fhortnefs  of  breath,  had  in  this  young  man’s 
cafe  immediately  fucceeded  a violent  and 
long-continued  vomiting;  to  which  caufe 
Dr.  Watson  was  inclined  to  attribute  the 
origin  of  this  difeafe  (/). 

Part  of  a Letter  to  Dr.  Huxham,  giving 
fome  account  of  the  late  cold  weather,  dated 
London^  Feb.  14,  1767.  By  this  it  appears 
that  the  thermometer  in  London  flood,  when 
at  the  lowefl,  on  the  19th,  at  eight  in  the 
morning,  at  i : and  on  the  fame  day,  at 
Norwich^  it  was  obferved  as  low  as  fevea 
degrees  (u). 

In  1768,  Dr.  Watson  publifhed  An 
Account  of  a Scries  of  Experiments,  in- 
flituted  with  a view  of  afcertaining  the 
mofl  fuccefsful  Method  of  inoculating 
**  the  Small-pox.”  8\  Thefc  experiments 
were  defigned  to  prove  whether  there 
was  any  fpecific  virtue  in  preparatory  medi- 
cines : whether  the  difeafe  was  more  fa- 
vourable when  the  matter  was  taken  froni 

(/)  PhiL  Trafif,  Vol.  liv.  p,  239—245- 
(«)  Ib.  Vol,  Ivii.  p,  443. 
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the  natural,  or  the  artificial  pock : and, 
whether  the  crude  lymph,  or  the  highly- 
concodted  matter,  produced  different  effedfs. 
The  refult  was,  what  fucceeding  and  am- 
ple experience  has  confirmed,  that  after 
due  abflinence  from  animal  food,  and  heat- 
ing  liquors,  it  is  of  fmall  importance  what 
kind  of  variolous  matter  is  ufed  ; and  that 
no  preparatory  fpecifics  are  to  be  re- 

Of  Dr.  Watson’s  papers  on  medical 
fubjedls,  printed  in  other  publications,  it 
will  be  unnecelfary  to  give  a detailed  ac- 
count ; as  they  are  well  known  to  medical 
pradtitioners  in  general.  Neverthelefs,  that 
the  lift  of  his  productions  may  be  complete, 
I fliall  recite  them  briefly. 

An  Account  of  the  good  Effects  of  Mag-^ 
nefia  in  fevere  Vomitings  (a;).” 

Obfervations  on  the  Hydrocephalus  in^ 
ternus  {y)” 

An  Account  of  the  Putrid  Meafles,  as 

\x)  London  Medical  ObfervationSy  Vol.  iii.  p.  335—* 

340. 

(;')  Ibid.  Vo],  iv.  p.  78 — 88. 
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they  were  obferved  in  London  in  the  years 

1763  and  1768  (2;). 

An  Appendix  to  the  Paper  on  the  Hy^ 

drocephalus  internus 

This  difeafe,  on  which  Dr.  Whytt, 
Dr.  Watson,  and  others,  have  lately  writ- 
ten in  fo  inftruftive  a manner,  deferves  to 
be  accurately  noticed,  and  the  knowledge 
of  it  ftrongly  inculcated ; as,  in  the  coun- 
try at  leaft,  it  is  not  unfrequently  mifta- 
ken,  and  treated  as  a putrid  and  comatofe 
fever. 

As  Dr.  Watson  lited  in  intimacy  with 
the  moft  illuftrious  and  learned  Fellows 
of  the  Royal  Society ; fo  he  was  himfelf 
one  of  its  moft  adlive  members,  and  ever 
2!ealous  in  promoting  the  ends  of  that  in- 
llitution.  For  many  years  he  was  a fre- 
quent member  of  the  council ; and,  during 
'the  prefidentftiip  oi^xx^ohn  Pringle,  was 
eledted  one  of  the  vice-prefidents ; which 
honourable  office  he  continued  to  fill  to  the 

(z)  London  Medical  Obfervations^  Vol.  iv.  p.  132— < 

155- 

{a)  Ibid.  p.  321—329. 
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end  of  his  days.  He  was  a mod  conftant 
attendant  on  the  public  meetings  of  the 
Society  ; and  on  the  private  afibciations  of 
its  members,  efpecially  on  that  formerly 
held  every  Thurfday,  at  the  Mitre,  in  Fleet 
Street y and  now  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
Tavern,  in  the  Strand, 

In  1784,  Dr.  Watson  was  chofen  a 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians ; and  made  one  of  the.Elebls.  In  the  ' 
fucceeding  year,  he  communicated  to  the 

• College,  ‘‘  An  Account  of  a difeafe  occa- 

fioned  by  tranfplanting  a Tooth.’'  This 
was  inferted  in  the  Medical  Franfadlions ; 
and  this,  I believe,  was  the  laft  paper  he- 
wrote  {h), 

• ' In  1786,  he  had  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood conferred  upon  him ; being  one  of  the 
body  deputed  by  the  College  to  congratu- 
late his  Majefty  on  his  efcape  from  aflaffi- 
nation. 

In  general.  Sir  William  Watson  enjoyed 
a firm  ftate  of  health.  It  was  fometimes 
interrupted  by  fits  of  the  gout  ; but  thefe 
feldom  confined  him  long  to  the  houfe.  In 
[h)  P.  325-338. 
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the  year  1786,  the  decline  of  his  health  was 
very  vifible  to  his  friends,  and  his  ftrength 
was  greatly  diminilhed,  together  with  much 
of  that  vivacity  which  fo  ftrongly  marked 
his  charafter.  He  died  May  10,  1787. 

Sir  William  Watson  had  a natural  ac- 
tivity both  of  mind  and  body,  that  never 
allowed  him  to  be  indolent  in  the  flighteft 
degree.  He  was  a moft  exadl  oeconomift 
of  his  time,  and  throughout  life  a very  early 
rifer,  being  up  ufually  in  fummer  at  fix 
o’clock,  and  frequently  fooner  5 thus  fecur- 
ing  to  himfelf  daily  two  or  three  uninter- 
rupted hours  for  ftudy.  In  his  younger 
days,  thefe  early  hours,  as  I have  before 
obferved,  were  frequently  given  up  to  the 
purpofes  of  fimpling;  but,  in  riper  years, 
they  were  devoted  to  ftudy.  He  read  much 
and  carefully ; and  his  ardent  and  unremit- 
ting dehre  to  be  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
grefs  of  all  thofe  fclences  which  were  his 
objedls,  joined  to  a vigorous  and  retentive 
niemOfy,  enabled  him  to  treafure  up  a vaft- 
ftock  of  knowledge.  What  he  thus  ac-^ 
quired,  he  freely  difpenfed.  His  mode  of 
conveying  information  'Was  clear,  forcible, 

and 
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and  energetic,  and  juftified  the  encomium 
beftowed  upon  him  by  a learned  foreigner, 
in  a letter  to  a correfpondent  (c). 

His  attention,  however,  was  by  no  means 
confined  to  the  fubjedls  of  his  own  profef- 
lion,  or  thofe  of  philofophy  at  large.  He 
was  a careful  obferver  of  men,  and  of  the 
manners  of  the  age ; and  the  extraordinary- 
endowment  of  his  memory  had  furniihed 
him  with  a great  variety  of  interefting  and 
entertaining  anecdotes,  concerning  the  cha- 
rafters  and  circumftances  of  his  time  [d). 

On  all  fubjefts,  bis  liberal  and  commu- 
nicative difpofition,  and  his  courteous  be- 
haviour, encouraged  enquiry ; and  thole' 
who  fought  for  information  from  him,  fel- 

(f)  Watsonius  Bofanicus  et  Phyjicus  clarus  ejl  et 
perfpicax  homo^  itidemque  humamjfimus,  M.  Meckel,  of 
Berlin^  in  Epiftolis  ad  Hallerum  doth, 

[d)  It  is  to  Sir /i^'Z/z^wWATSON  that  we  owe  the  pre» 
fervation  of  an  anecdote,  which  tends  further  to  illuHrate 
the  charafler,  and  exalt  the  fincerity  and  integrity  of  the 
excellent  Mr.  Addison.  It  is  inferted  in  the  Addenda 
to  his  Life,  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Biographia  Britan* 
nka.  Dr.  Kippis  alfo  acknowledges  himfelf  the  molt 
indebted  to  him  for  the  materials  of  the  life  of  the  late 
Hemy  Baker,  Efq. 
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dom  departed  without  it.  In  hh  epiftokry 
correfpondence  he  was  copious  and  precife; 
and  fuch  as  enjoyed  the  privilege  and  plea- 
fure  of  it,  experienced  in  his  pundluality 
another  qualification  which  greatly  en- 
hanced its  value. 

Some  of  the  fir  ft  of  Sir  William  Wat- 
son’s papers  in  the  Philofophical  Pi^anfac^ 
tionsy  evince  .his  early  proficiency  in  the 
fcience  of  Botany,  and  efpecially  his  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Englijh  fpecies  : nor 
was  he  lefs  {killed  in  exotics  in  his  riper 
years.  That  he  was  very  foon  confidered 
on  the  continent  as  highly  refpedtable  in  this 
light,  is  manifeft  from  his  having  been  one 
of  the  few  in  England y whom  Mr.  Clifford 
gratified  with  a copy  of  the  Hortus  Clif^ 
fortianus'y  a work,  at  its  firft  publication, 
only  attainable  by  thofe  whofe  ftudies  and 
acquirements  in  the  fubjedl  of  it,  entitled 
them  to  receive  it  from  the  munificence  of 
Mr.  Clifford  himfelf.  In  fadl,  all  learn- 
ed foreigners,  of  the  fame  bias  in  their  ftu- 
dies, brought  letters  of  recommendation  to 
him  ^ and,  on  their  return,  failed  not,  both 
in  their  correfpondence  and  in  their  wri- 
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tings,  to  bear  honourable  teftimony  to  his 
learning  and  abilities. 

Sir  William  Watson  had  learned  to 
know  plants  by  the  iyftem  and  nomencla- 
ture of  Ray,  when  trivial  names  were 
unknown;  and  he  was  fo  Angularly  happy 
in  a tenacious  memory,  as  to  be  able  to 
repeat,  with  wonderful  promptitude,  the 
long  narhes  which  had  been  in  ufe  from 
the  times  of  Bauhine,  Gerard,  and 
Parkinson  ; a talk  from  which  botanifts 
are  relieved,  by  the  introduction  of  the 
Linnaean  trivial  epithets.  He  lived  to  fee 
the  fyftem  of  his  much-honoured  country- 
man give  way  to  that  of  the  Swede^  which 
began  to  take  place  in  England  about  this 
period ; and  with  which  alfo  he  made  him- 
felf  acquainted.  His  knowledge  of  plants, 
and  the  hiftory  of  them  in  the  various  au- 
thors, was  fo  eminently  extenfive,  that  his 
opinion  was  frequently  appealed  to  as  deci- 
five  on  the  fubjeCl;  and  by  fome  of  his  in- 
timate friends  he  was  ufually  called  The 
living  Lexicon  of  Botany.”  Had  it  been 
the  lot  of  Sir  William  Watson  to  have 
been  devoted  to  Botany  as  an  official  em- 
VoL.  II.  Z ployment ; 
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ployment ; or  had  the  more  important 
avocations  of  his  profeffion  allowed  a fur- 
ther indulgence  to  his  favourite  bias,  fuch 
an  union  of  natural  endowments  and  ac- 
quired knowledge  as  he  poffeffed,  muft 
have  placed  him  very  high  among  the  na- 
turalifls  of  this  age. 

It  remains  for  me  to  do  juftiee  to  the. 
worth  of  Sir  William  Watson  as  a phy-*^ 
lician,  and  as  a member  of  fociety.  But 
as  thefe  parts  of  his  charafter  have  been 
already  delineated  with  great  truth  and  dif- 
crimination  by  my  much-refped:ed  friend 
Dr.  Garthshore,  I fliall  conclude  this 
account  by  fome  extrafts  from  the  Memo- 
rial read  by  him  to  a fociety  of  phyficians,' 
of  which  Sir  William  had  been  the  prefi- 
dent. 

As  a phyfician,  his  humanity,  affiduity, 
**  and  caution,  were  eminently  confpicuous ; 
and  his  exaft  obfervance  of  the  duties  of 
focial  politenefs  muft  ever  be  remember- 
ed  with  pleafure  by  all  thofe  who  en- 
joyed  the  happinefs  of  his  acquaintance. 
The  fmile  of  benignity  was  always  dif- 
played  on  his  countenance ; he  invaria- 

bly 
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bly  continued  the  general,  the  ready,  and 
the  obliging  friend  of  mankind  \ he  was 
‘^^efpe(flful  to  the  elder  and  fuperior,  en- 
couraging  to  the  younger,  and  pleafant 
and  eafy'to  all  with  whom  he  had  any 
intercourfe.  The  fame  aifability  and  good 
humour  which  adorned  his  charadter  in 
public  life,  were  preferved  alfo  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  his  family,  and  endeared  him  to 
thofe  who  were  more  immediately  around 
him.  He  was  fcarcely  ever  out  of  tem- 
per,  was  always  benignant  and  kind  to 
his  friends  and  relations — and,  it  would 
be  injurious  to  his  memory  not  to  men- 
tion  an  anecdote  which  equally  difplays 
his  humanity,  and  the  warmth  wdth 
which  he  interefted  himfelf  in  the  cafes 
of  his  patients — Not  many  years  before 
his  death,  he  was  w^aked  fuddenly  one 
morning  very  early  by  his  fervant,  who 
came  to  inform  him  that  his  houfe  had 
been  broken  open,  and  that  his  plate 
**  (which  was  of  confiderable  value)  was 
**  ftolen — Is  that  all  ?**  faid  he,  coolly- — 
I was  afraid  you  had  brought  me  fome 
alarming  meffage  from  Mr.  — - — , con- 
Z z cerning 
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earning  whofe  dangerous  fituation  I have 
been  very  uneafy  all  night  {e).** 

(e)  In  I759>  Mr.  Miller  paid  Dr.  Watson  the 
tribute  of  calling  a new  genus  in  the  Trtandrous  dafs 
after  his  name  ; two  fpecies  of  which  he  has  figured  in 
the  Cuts  adapted  to  the  Gardener’s  Didionary,”  tab. 
276.  and  tab.  297.  fig.  2.  It  proved  that  Dr.TREW  had 
before  given  the  name  of  Merlana  to  the  firft  of  theft  ; 
and  Linn-«us  found  himftlf  obliged  by  the  rules  of  his 
iyftem,  to  reduce  theft  two  fpecies  to  his  genus  Antholyzay 
already  eftabliftied  in  the  Species  Plantarum ; thus  finking 
the  generic  term  of  JVatfonia^  and  retaining  Trew’s  as 
a trivial  name  to  the  plant  of  tab.  276.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that,  in  juftice  to  Dr.  Watson,  who  had  de- 
ferved  fo  eminently  well  of  the  fcience,  that  LiNNiEU^ 
did  not  at  feaft  name  the  Icfler  fpecies,  tab.  297.  2*  of 
Miller,  Jntholyza  Watfonia^  inftead  of  A.  Merianelk, 
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Linnaeus — vifits  England  — Cool  reception  of  him 
by  Sir  Hans  Sloane  — Dillcnius  fenfible  of  his 
m^rit hut  indifpofed  to  receive  the  fexual  fyf-- 
tern  — Botany  at  this  junSiure  in  a languid  fate 
in  England  — Linnaeus’j  writings  diffufed  in 
England  about  the  year  1740  — Gruf berg’s 
Flora  Anglica  — Brown’s  Jamaica  Plants  — 
Stillingfleet’s  ^rabls  — Lee’s  ' Introdubiion  — 
Hill’s  Flora  Britannica  — Hudfon’s  Flora 
Anglica  — Dr,  Solander  — Linnaeus’j*  fyftem 
adopted  in  the  public  leSlures  at  Cambridge 
and  at  Edinburgh — and^  finally ^ received  and 
eftablifhed  in  England. 

L 1 N N U S. 

As  I am  now.  arrived  beyond  the  pe- 
riod, when  the  name  of  Linnaeus 
began  to  be  celebrated  throughout  Europe^ 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  recur  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  vifit  to  this  country,  that 
the  introduftlon  and  full  eftablifhment  of 
his  fyftem  in  this  kingdom,  may  be  better 
illuftrated.  Here,  had  his  reception  been 
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more  encouraging  to  his  vvifhes,  it  has  been 
laid,  he  was  difpofed  to  have  taken  up  his 
refidence.  He  had  been  fome  time  in 
land,  under  the  patronage,  and  in  the  houfe, 
of  Mr.  Clifford.  He  had  taken  his  de- 
gree of  dodtor  in  phyfic.  He  had  gained 
the  efteein  of  Boerhaave,  and  from  him 
brought  letters  of  recommendation  to  the 
literati  of  England. 

The  fame  of  Sir  Hans  Sloan e and  his  • 
Mufeum,  and  the  efteem  in  which  Lin- 
net us  held  the  charadler  of  Dillenius, 
added  to  the  defire  of 'infpeding  the  Ske- 
rardian  Pinaxy  were  among  the  moft  power- 
ful motives  that  induced  the  Swede  to  vifit 
England.  This  event  took  place  in  the 
fpring  of  1736.  I am  only  able  to  afeer- 
tain  the  feafon  of  the  year,  from  being  in- 
formed of  the  pleafure  he  expreffed,  in 
meeting  in  the  fields  with  thofe  produc- 
tions of  England,  that  are  not  fpontaneoufiy 
growing  in  Sweden.  His  delight  particu- 
larly, in  feeing  under  the  hedges  the  Hya^ 
cinth  in  full  flower,  can  only  be  conceived 
by  thofe  who  polTefs  fome  fhare  of- that  bo- 
tanical ardour  which  he  polTefTed. 
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At  this  time,  the  fexual  fyftem  exifted 
only  in  its  outline.  Enough  of  it,  how- 
ever, was  manifefted  in  the  Florida  Lap^ 
fonica,  printed  in  the  ABa  Upfalienjiay  for 
the  years  1732  and  1733,  and  in  the  firfh 
fl^etch  of  the  Syjiema,  in  1735,  to  exhibit 
its  novelty.  I know  not  that  the  Funda- 
meiita  Botanica,  the  Bihliothecay  and  the 
Mufa  Cliff  or  tianay  although  they  bear  date 
in  1736,  had  reached  England  before  the 
author:  yet,  notv/ithftanding  the  warm 
recommendation  of  Boerh  aaye,  Siv  Hans 
Sloane,  confidered  at  that  time  as  the 
Mec^enas  of  Botany  in  this  ifland,  gave  the 
author,  and  his  iyflem,  an  unfavourable 
reception.  At  the  age  of  feventy-fix,  we 
need  not  be  furprifed  that  the  veteran  fhould 
not  feel  difpofed  to  learn  a new  iyftem, 
from  a young  man,  whom  he  could  not  but 
confider  as  an  adventurer,  both  in  fortune, 
in  fame,  and  in  fcience.  Sloane,  more- 
oyer,  had  never  paid  fufHcient  attention  to 
the  improvement  of  fcience  in  the  con- 
ftrudlion  of  generical  charadlers ; and  this 
circumftance,  probably,  fet  him  at  a far- 
ther diflance  from  ernbracing  the  fyflem  of 
Z 4 LiNNiEUS, 
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Linn^us,  which  exhibited  an  arrange- 
ment fo  widely  different  from  the  unde- 
fined afiemblage  of  the  Hiftory  of  Ja^ 
mate  a. 

It  mufl:  not  however  be  underftood,  that 
Sir  Hans  Sloan  e remained  infenfible  tq 
the  genius  and  accomplifhments  of  Lin- 
Nu$us  : on  the  contrary,  when  he  after- 
wards lent  him  his  Flora  Lapponica,  Sir 
Hans  Sloan E wrote  him  a letter,  bearing 
date  Dec.  20,  1737,  expreffive  of  the  great 
pleafure  he  received  in  the  perufal  of  it; 
exhorting  him  to  elucidate  the  remaining 
parts  of  the  natural  hiftory  of  his  country, 
on  the  fame  plan. 

Dillenius  was  highly  fenfible  of  his 
merit,  and  gave  him  the  moft  polite  recep- 
tion. But  that  he  who  had  been  fo  long 
verfed  in  the  fyftems  of  Tournefort  and 
Ray,  and  after  having  given  improvement 
to  the  latter,  by  which  he  had  deferved  and 
received  the  applaufe,  not  of  England  alone, 
but  of  all  Europe y fhould  abandon  that  fyf- 
tem,  to  embrace  the  hitherto  uncounte- 
nanced novelties  of  Lin us,  could  not 
^eafonably  be  expeded. 
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The  journey  mio  E?igland  however,  was, 
on  the  whole,  highly  gratifying  to  Lin- 
N^us.  He  beheld  with  aftonifhment  the 
colledlions  of  SloAne,  and,  with  rapture, 
thejH>r/^^r/^ofPETivER,PLUKENET,  Bit- 
belle,  and  of  many  others  there  repolit- 
ed,  whofe  names  were  familiar  to  him.  At 
Oxford  he  infpedted,  with  no  lefs  fatisfac-* 
tion,  the  ’Pinax  of  Sherard,  which  he 
liad  eagerly  wiflied  to  fee  publidied,  and  of 
which  Dillenius  had  compleated  about  . 
a fourth  part.  But  an  undertaking  of  that 
nature  and  extent,  after  the  death  of  the 
firft  projeftor  of  it,  demanded  a patronage 
and  an  expeiice,  not  eafily  obtained. 

About  the  time  Linn-®us  made  his  tour 
into  this  country,  indigenous  botany  was 
on  the  whole  In  a languifhing  flate.  It  no 
longer  felt  that  degree  of  fupport,  which 
the  Sherards,  and  Sir  Hans,  had  afford- 
ed it.  The  Conful  was  dead ; and  the  de- 
clining years  of  Dr.  James  Sherard,  and 
of  Sir  Ha?2s  Sloane,  began  to  withdraw 
them  from  the  buftle,  and  almoft  from  the 
bufinefs,  of  life.  After  the  publication  of 
JIay's  Synopfis  by  Dillenius,  in  1724, 
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no  work  of  magnitude  on  the  Englifto  bota^ 
ny,  except  the  Hijloria  Miifcorztmy  in  1741, 

^ took  place  for  many  years  ; not  that  there 
were  wanting  feveral  individuals,  who  were 
eminent  for  their  knowledge  of  indigenous 
botany,  and  zealous  in  propagating  it : as 
in  fiances,  I refer  to  the  names  of  Watson, 
Collin  SON,  Miller,  and  Black  stone. 
The  arrival  however  of  Linnzeus  in 
Imidy  and  the  confequent  promulgation  of 
his  method,  excited  that  curiofity  which 
novelty  will  ever  attradl,  and,  although  his 
fyftem  might  be  but  little  relifhed  at  the 
inftant,  by  the  EngliJJj  naturalifts  in  gene- 
ral, there  were  yet  a few  into  whofe  minds 
his  dodlrines  filently  infinuated  themfelves, 
and  gained  approbation. 

In  the  year  1737?  the  next  after  Lin- 
n^us  left  Englandy  he  publifhed  the 
nera  Plantarwny  which  compleatly  un- 
folded the  fexual  fyftem,  as  far  as  related  to 
claftical  and  generical  charadlers  ; and  in 
the  fame  year  exemplified  it  in  the  fpecies, 
by  the  Flora  Lappoziicay  and  the  Hortus 
CHff'ortwJziis,  At  the  fame  time,  anxious 
as  it  ftiould  feem  above  ail,  to  gain  the  ap- 
probation 
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probation  of  Dillenius,  he  dedicated  to’ 
him  the  Critica  Botanica ; in  which  he  ex- 
plains his  reafons  for  the  change  of  names, 
and  for  the  eftablifhment  of  new  diftinc- 
tions,  both  of  which,  he  well  knew,  would 
be  confidered  as  dangerous  innovations,  •' 

Thefe  volumes  foon  found  their  way  into 
the  libraries  of  the  curious  in  'England 
though  the  Hortus  CJiffortmius  was,  at  firft, 
only  difperfcd  through  the  munificence  of 
Mr.  Clifford.  The  fimplicity  of  the 
claflical  charadlers  as  the  bafis,  the  uni- 
formity of  the  generical  notes,  confined 
wholly  to  the  parts  of  frudlification,  and 
that  precifion  which  marked  the  fpecific 
diftindtions,  advantages,  of  which  all  fore- 
going fyftems  were  deftitute,  foon  com- 
manded the  affent  of  the  unprejudiced;  and 
an  interval  of  a few  years,  gave  Linn^us's 
method  a decided  fuperiority  with  EjigliJh 
botanifts. 

After  the  eftablifhment  of  Linnaeus  in^ 
the  profeflbrfhip  in  the  year  1741,  the  pub- 
lication of  the  "ThefeSy  afterwards,  in  a col- 
ledled  form,  called  the  Amoenitates  Acade- 
mico'y  commenced,  and,  in  lefs  than  ten 

years. 
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years,  two  volumes  had  been  publifhed, 
Thefe  trafts,  by  the  variety  of  ufeful  and 
entertaining  knowledge,  with  which  they 
abound,  equally  extended  and  augmented 
the  reputation  of  Linn^us.  They  con- 
vinced his  oppofers,  that  his  knowledge 
was  not  bounded  by  mere  nomenclature, 
and  lyftematic  arrangement,  as  was  re-, 
proachfully  objected. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  England,  Dr.  Martyn,  in  his  F/r- 
gil,  pubUfhed  in  1740 3 Dillenius,  in  his 
Hijloria  Majcorum,  1741  ; and  Black- 
STOKE,  in  his  Spechnen  Botanicum,  17461^ 
had  referred  to  the  writings  ofLiNN^us; 
and  occalionally  his  name  had  been  men- 
tioned in  the  P hihfophical  PranfadiionSy  and 
other  periodical  works  hut,  as  yet,  no 
tranflation  of  any  part  of  his  writings,  or 
any  publication  on  his  plan,  had  been  made 
in  this  country,  until,  in  1754,  a SwediJJj 
pupil  of  the  Upfal  fchool  arranged,  by  the 
generic  and  trivial  names  only,  all  the  plants 
of  Ray’s  Synopjis,  according  to  the  fyftem 
of  his  mafter.  This  little  trad  was  im- 
mediately 


Conclufion.  349 

mediately  tranfmitted  to  the  Royal  Society, 
and  excited  much  attention  among  thofe 
profeffed  ftudents,  and  lovers  of  Englijh 
botany,  who  obtained  the  perufal  of  it. 

In  1756,  Dr.  Browne  clalTed  all  his 
"Jamaica  plants,  amounting  to  1200  fpecies, 
in  the  fame  method.  The  drawings  having 
been  made  by  Eh  ret,  had  the  advantage 
of  feparate  delineations  of  the  flower  and 
fruit. 

In  1759,  Mr.  Stillingfleet  pub- 
lifhed  a Tranflation  of  feveral  Trafts  from 
the  Amcenitates  ; and,  by  his  own  valuable 
additions,  his  inftrudive  Preface,  the  judi- 
cious and  learned  notes  ihterfperfed  through- 
out the  book,  by  his  own  Calendar  of 

Flora,”  confirming  and  illuflrating  that 
of  the  Swede^  greatly  conduced  to  exalt  the 
reputation  of  Linnjeus  in  'England,  Of 
this  learned  and  excellent  man,  the  reader 
will  find  fome  memoirs  in  the  GentkmarCs 
Magazine  for  1776,  which  were  afterwards 
incorporated  into  Anecdotes  of  Mr. 

« jfr”  (fee  p.  300);  and  into  the  Biogra^ 
fhia  Dramatica^  2d  edition,  1782. 

T-he  next  year,  Mr.  Lee,  by  his  Tranf- 
lation 
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lation  of  the  Elements  of  the  Sexual  Syftem^ 
much  contributed  to  facilitate  the  know-- 
ledge,  and  extend  the  progrefs  and  popu- 
larity of  it,  among  the  lefs  learned  of  his 
countrymen,  or  fuch  as  were  unable  to  re- 
cur to  the  Fundamental  Or  Philofophia  Bo^ 
tanka  of  the  author. 

, At  this  jundure,  it  is  material  among 
thofe  circumftances  which  accelerated  the 
progrefs  of  the  new  fyftem,  to  mention  the 
arrival  of  the  late  much-lamented  Dr.  So- 
lan der,  who  came  into  England  on  the 
firft  of  July,  1760*  His  name,  and  the 
connexion  he  was  known  to  bear  as  the 
favourite  pupil  of  his  great  mafter,  had  of 
themfelves  fome  lhare  in  exciting  a curio- 
fity  which  led  to  information  ; whilft  his 
perfed  acquaintance  with  the  whole  fcheme 
enabled  him  to  explain  its  minuteft  parts, 
and  elucidate  all  thofe  obfeurities  with 
which,  on  a fuperficial  view  it  was  thought 
to  be  enveloped.  I add  to  this,  that  the 
urbanity  of  his  manners,  and  his  readinefs 
to  afford  every  affiftance  in  his  power, 
joined  to,  that  clearnefs  and  energy  with 
which  he  effeded  it,  not  only  brought 

convidion 
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.convldlion  of  its  excellence  in  thofe  who 
were  inclined  to  receive  it,  but  conciliated 
the  minds,  and  difpelled  the  prejudices,  of 
many  who  had  been  averfe  to  it. 

By  all  thefe  preliminary  advances,  the 
learned  were  prepared  to  fee  the  EiigliJJj 
botany  modelled  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  Liiincean  fchool.  Df.  Hill  leized  the 
fil'd:  opportunity  of  attempting  it,  in  his 
Flora  Britamnca^  1760  ; but  it  was  execu- 
ted in  a manner  fo  unworthy  of  his  abili- 
ties, that  his  w^ork  can  have  no  claim  to 
the  merit  of  having  anfwered  the  occafion : 
and  thus  the  credit  of  the  atchievement  fell 
to  the  lot  of  Mr.  William  Hudson,  F.  R.  S. 
who,  to  an  extenfive  knowledge  of  FngUJJj 
plants,  acquired  by  an  attention  to  nature, 
had,  by  his  refidence  in  the  BritiJhMufeum^ 
all  the  auxiliary  refources  that  could  favour 
his  defign : accefs  particularly  to  the  Her- 
baria of  almoft  all  the  afiiftants  of  Ray 
and  Dillenius,  mentioned  in  tht  Sy?iopJis, 
gave  him  the  opportunity  of  comparing  the 
individual  fpecimens  of  that  work  with  his 
own ; and  thus  enabled  him  to  difpel  a 
multitude  of  doubts  and  uncertainties,  in 

which, 
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which,  other  wife,  his  application  of  the 
Tionyma  might  have  been  involved. 

The  fexual  lyftem  was  received  nearly 
about  the  fame  time  in  the  univerfities  of 
Britain ; being  publicly  taught  by  Mr. 
Profeflbr  Martyn,  at  Cambridge ^ and  by 
Dr.  Hope,  at  Edinburgh,  The  adoption 
of  it  by  thefe  learned  Profeffors,  I confider, 
therefore,  as  the  ssra  of  the  eftablifliment 
of  the  Linncean  fyftem  in  Bydtain — a fyftem, 
which,  if  I may  be  allowed  the  expreflion> 
had  given  the  author  of  it  a literary  domi- 
nion over  the  vegetable  kingdom  ^ which, 
in  the  rapidity  of  its  exteniion,  and  the 
ftrength  of  its  influence,  had  not  perhaps 
been  paralleled  in  the  annals  of  fcience* 
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writes  his  “ Hiflory  of  Infe<51:s,”  - 269 

his  death,  and  infeription  on  his  monument,  270-2 
legacies  to  his  friends,  &c.  - . 272 

pofthumous  pieces,  - - ' » 273 

“ Philofophical  Letters,”  - - 274 

“ Life,”  wi-itten  by  Dr.  Derham^  - 276 

Englifh  Herbal,”  by  Petiver^  - XL  36 

REDMAN,  ^ohn^  a fkilful  herbarift,  - _ 137 

‘‘  Reliquiae  Pioujloniana^*  account  of,  ' - II,  233 

Rha^  or  Centaur ea  Rhaponticu?ny  - - 92 

Rhodiola  rofea^  - - 133 

Rhus  Vernlx^  - - ^ 11.  147  and  249 

Rhus 
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Rhus  Toxicodendron^ 

- II.  249 

radtcans^ 

ib. 

RICHARDSON,  Dr.  account  of, 

- II.  185 

RiyiNUS,  criticifed  by  Dlllenius^ 

- II.  159 

Ray, 

- 248.  254 

Roan-tree  of  the  Highlands,  what, 

10 

Roblnfon’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Wejimorland  and 

Cumberland^ 

355 

ROBINSON,  Dr.  Tancred^  account  of. 

- II.  1 18 

Royal  Society,  its  influence  on  natural  hiftory,  and 

fcience  at  large. 

- II.  97 

RUPPIUS  names  a plant  after  Tradefcant^ 

179 

s. 

SAcra  Herba  of  Dlofcorides^  what, 

7 

SAINTLOO,  Edward^  Efq; 

106 

SALMON,  William^  his  herbal,  -p. 

136 

Salvia  AEthiops^ 

92 

Samolus  of  the  Druids,  uncertain  what. 

7 

Saracens^  their  Botany  and  Materia  MedlcOy 

chiefly 

from  DlofcorideSy 

18 

Saxifraga  umbrofa^ 

- II.  204 

Saxon  Botany, 

- 13—16 

Saxon  manufcripts  on  Botany, 

14 

Schola  Botanica  of  Sherardy 

- II.  143 

School  of  SalernuMy  firft  univerfity, 

20 

Scotia  illujlrata  of  Sibbaldy  - . 

. II.  5 

Scotland^  rife  and  progrefs  of  Botany  in. 

- II.  I— 17 

Sea  Peafe,  - - - 

81 

Sedekioy  the  refidence  of  Sherard  in  Afia^ 

• II.  146 

Sedum  dafyphyllumy 

- II.  203 

Silago  of  the  Druids,  uncertain  what. 

7 

SeledI 
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« Sele£t  Remains  of  Mr.  Ray^^  by  Derhaniy  - 276. 

Senna,  introduced  by  the  Arabians^  - - 13 

Serratula  alplna^  - - “ ^33 

Sexes  of  plants,  hiftory  of,  - - - 329 — 346 

doftrine  of,  ftrengthened  by  Blair ^ 11.  137 
Sexual  analogy,  imperfedlly  underftood  by  the  an- 

tients,  - - - - 333 

SHAW,  Z)r.  his  plants  arranged  by  - 11.  173 

SHERARD, -Dr. account  of,  - II.  141—150 


his  bequeft  to  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford-^  - - - II. 

149 

yameSy  account  of, 

. 11. 

150 

SIBB  ALD,  Dr,  account  of  his  writings, 

- II. 

4 

SILLIARD,  an  Irijb  botanift. 

. 11. 

194 

5.  Paulo^  yohannes  de^  his  manufcript, 

- 

24 

Simples  introduced  by  the  Arabians^ 

- 

18 

Stum  Eruca  folio  of  B, 

- II.  298 

Sleep  of  plants, 

- 

331 

Sloane^  cenfured  by  Plukenet^ 

- II. 

26 

SLOANE,  memoirs  of  his  life  and  writings. 

. II. 

65 

67 

ftudied  phyfic  at  Montpelier^ 

- IL 

his  voyage  to  famaica^  and  return, 

- II. 

68 

fixes  in  London^ 

^ II. 

69 

forms  a mufeum, 

- II. 

74 

which  is  greatly  enlarged 
by  Courten*Sy  - II. 

75 

his  correfpondence  with  Ray^ 

- II. 

82 

eledled  a member  of  the  French  Academy 
of  Sciences,  - r - II. 

82 

created  a baronet  by  George  I. 

- II. 

ib. 

made  prefident  of  the  College  of  Phyli- 
cians,  and  of  the  Royal  Society,  - IL 

^3 

his  retirement  to  Chelfeay 

- II. 

84 

his  chara^ter^  - - . 

II.  84. 

-86 
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Smithy 
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Smithy  his  County  Hiftories  of  Ireland^  - H.  201 

SOL^NDER,  Dr.  his  arrival  in  England^  - H.  ^50 
Sorbus  aucuparia^  fuperftitious  ufe  of  it  in  the  High- 

landS)  ••  "•  ••  ••  10 

Specimen  Botanicum^hy  Blackjbone^  - II.  27 1— 274 

Spon^  M.  travelled  with  Mr.  Wheler  into  Greece^  358 
Spondylium^  ufe  of,  in  Siberia^  ^ - II,  ^oj 

Stachys  alpina^  . II.  i65 

Staffordjhire^  Natural  Hiftory  of,  by  Plott^  ^ 351 

STEPHENS,  Dr,  Philipp  one  of  the  authors  of 

the  Catalogus  Oxonienjisy^  - . 267 

STILLINGFLEET,  Mr,  his  tranflations  from 

the  AmcenitateSy  - - - H.  349 

‘‘  Stlrpium.  lllujhationes  ” of  Lobely  publifhed  by 

PloWy  - - - - 173 

STONEHOUSE,  Mr,  an  excellent  botanift,  172 

Siratlotes  alotdesy  - - - . ^2 

Sun-dew,  fuppofed  to  caufe  the  rot  in  fheep,  - 355 

Sm'reyy  Natural  Hiftory  of,  by  Auhreyy  - ib. 

SUTHERLAND,  . - II.  4 

Swertla  perennisy  - - - 85 

Syllabus  of  ^^7y’s  method,  - - - 260 

Morifon^s  method,  - - ^07 

‘‘  SyViGge  Stlrplum  Europcsarumy^  by  Rayy  - 247 

Synopfis  Aviujn  et  Pifcium  ” of  Rayy  - 244 

^adrupeduniy'*  by  Rayy  - 241 

Stlrplum  ” of  Rayy  - - 238 

Stlrplum'^  oi Rayy  2dk  t^\t\ony  - 251 

Hlhernlcaruniy^  . II.  197  — 200 

of  Brltljh  Plants,’’  by  Wllfony  - II,  266 

Syftem,  rife  and  progrefs  of,  - - 314 — 328. 

advantages  of,  - - - 325 


T. 
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^T^Jbula  fynoptica  ” of  Dr.  Martyn^ 
T'heatrum^^  of  Parklnforiy  account  ofy 
THEOPHRASTUS,  when  firft  printed, 
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his  method  in  his  ‘‘  De  Caufis 
Plantarum  Uby 
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3^ 
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Thermis  Bathonlcis  de^  f,  ear um  defer iptioneSy^  &c. 
of  fohnfony  - - 

THORNBECK,  - - - II. 

THRELKELD,  Dr.  account  of,  - H. 
Tillandfta  utriculatay  - - - 11. 

Tirocinium  botanicum'*  Jlftoriy  - - II, 

Tormentill,  - - « 

TOURNEFORT  rejects  the  do6Irine  of  the  fexes 
of  plants, 

his  “ Pariftan  PlantSy^  tranflated 

hy  Martyny  - H.  207.  213 
Toxicodendrony  a black  Raining  tree,  - - II.  250 

TRADESCANTS,  father  and  fon,  account  of,  175 — 17^ 
Traite  des  Fougeres  de  1* Ameriqucy'  - n-  53 

TREW,  Dr.  of  Norimbergy  publifhes  « Black- 
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weW%  Herbal,' 
firft  patron  of  Ehrety 
Tulips,  varieties  of,  in  1629, 
TUNSTAL,  S/r  Johny 

Mrs.  Thomajiny  her  garden, 
TURNER,  Dr. account  of. 


- II. 

- II. 
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promoted  in  the  church  by  Edward  Vl. 
and  Elizabethy  - - . 62. 

his  botanical  garden  at  KeWy 

‘‘  Hijhria  de  Naturis  Herbarumf 
“ Names  of  Herbes,” 


250 

285 
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154 
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ib. 
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TURNER,  his  “ Avium  Hiflorla  ap,  Plinium^  See.”  65 
Herbal,”  account  of  that  work,  67 — 72 


merit  as  a botaniflr,  . - - 72 

“ Book  on  the  Bathes,”  - 73 

Tra61:  ‘‘  on  Wines,”  - - 74 

polemical  and  religious  works,  ib. 

not  fufficiently  appreciated  by  fuc- 

ceeding  herbalifts,  - - 75 

Turner'y  R,  an  aftrological  writer,  - - 180 
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UvEDALE,  Dr,  the  friend  of  Plukenety  - II,  36 

V. 

AILLANT,  M,  his  Sermo  de  StruSfura  Flo- 
rumy^  - - - - - 341 

and  LinnauSy  reprehenfible  for  their 
language  on  the  fexual  analogy,  346 
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- - - - - - 

IL 

57 

Vegetable  Fly,  - , - 

IL 

328 

Vervain,  its  ufes  among  the  Druids, 
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Vigili^  Florumy  - - ’ - 

331 

VirginWy  plants  colleded  there,  by  Banijiery 

IL 

56 

Virtues  of  plants,  deduced  from  the  claffical  cha 

raders,  - - _ 

IL 

39 

“ Voyage  to  Jamalcay’  by  Skancy  account  of, 

IL 

76 

w. 

JV" Ales y inveftigated  by  Dillenius  and  Brewery 

IL 

189 

WALLACE,  his  Hiflory  of  the  Orkney Sy 

IL 

8 

Wallisy 
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Wallis^  Johriy  M.  A.  his  Natural  Hiftory  Nor^ 


thumberlandy  - - - 356 

WARNER,  Efq;  account  of,  - II.  281 

his  Flantce  WoodfordienfeSy*  - IL  282 
legacy  to  Wadha?n  College,  - II.  283 
WATSQN,  sir  JVillia7ny  account  of,  IL  294 — 340 
his  early  proficiency  in  Botany,  - IL  295 


communicates  Peyfonnel's  difcoveries, 

IL  303 

made  a truftee  of  the  Britijh  Mufeum 

by  Sir  Hans  Sloancy  - - IL  310 

his  difcoveries  in  eledlricity,  IL  310 — 318 
mifcellaneous  papers,  - IL  319— *322 

created  Dodlor  of  Phyfic  by  the  uni- 

verfity  of  HalUy  - - IL  326 

his  medical  writings,  - IL  323.  332 

elected  a Fellow  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Phyficians,  - - - IL  333 

his  death  and  charaiter,  - - IL  33^ 


WESTMACOTT,  his  herbal,  - . ,85 

JVeJimorlandy  Natural  Hiftory  of,  by  Roblnfony  354 

Nicholfony  356 

Wheat,  experiments  on,  - - - IL  321 

WHELER,  Sir  George,  anecdotes  of,  - 35^ 

WHITE,  Taylor,  Efq;  firfi:  patron  of  Ehret,  - IL  287 

JVilkins,  Bifliop,  his  univerfal  charader,  tranflated 

into  Latin  by  Ray,  - - - 202 

his  death,  - - - 210 

WILLET,  Ralph,  Efq-,  patron  of  Ehret,  - IL  288 

WILLISEL,  T'/65;«^j,’{hort  anecdotes  of,  - 348 

employed  by  Merret,  Ray,  and  Mo- 

rifon,  - - - ib. 

accompanies  Mr.  Ray  in  his  laft  bo- 
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IVillughby, 


INDEX. 


Wtllughby^  Francis^  Efq;  his  death. 

208 

his  “ Ornithology,”  tranflated  into  Eng- 

lijh  by  Rayy  - - * 

219 

WILSON,  John^  anecdotes  of. 

- II.  263 

. his ‘‘ account  of. 

II.  264"—66 
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- 11.  87 

Wifdom  of  God  in  the  Creation,”  by  Ray^  237 

Wooden  cuts  of  plants,  hiftoryof. 

- 155—163 

Y. 

YVcca^  firft  flowered  in  Coys's  garden. 

- 107 

Z. 

T/ALUZIANSKY,  faid  to  know  the  fexes  of. 

plants,  ' - - , - - 335 

Zoophytes,  treatife  on,  - - - 11.  303 

Zouchyhox^  Edward^  patron  of  - 97.  125 
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